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LETTERS 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 



THE JOURNAL COXTIHUED. 

flFrttun hy Mifs River/JaUf ia the Margin,) 

[The abruptnefs with which my laft pacqaet broke off, 
was occafioned'by a mefTage from Sir George Rut- 
land) to fa/i a fervant of his was fetting out for 
London in a few hours^ who would fafely convey 2 
parcel. I immediately made up as many fheets as I 
could feparate, without breaking into the fenfe ; and 
had not an inilant's time to add a, word to theni.] 



The 6/A.— UPONrccolledion I find, that 
I have, after all, omitted to relate my con- 
verfation wit^ Monfieur de Sainval, which, 
though Ihoi%, appears to me but toa impor- 
tant, as marking a difpoiition very unpro* 
miling for my friend's profpcfts, 

Obferving my wan countenance, he attri* 
buted my fatigue chiefly to the *' unqeafing 
loudnefs of Madame de Sainva^'s tongue,"^ as 
he contemptuouily efxprefled k. 

I could never think myielf a AiRerer (I 
faid) from what (howcd my friend^ ta fuch 
advantage, as I thought her. lively wit had 
done that day. 

VOL. III. B 
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* lETTERS OF 

" It IS not wit that (he wants," he replied, 
** but difcretlon in the ufe of it : could (lie 
learn, of Mifs Riverfdale to keep it within 
proper bounds — " 

•* I cannot accept of a compliment at 
Madame de Sainval's cxpenfe/* .interrupting 
him : ** thet-e is fmall merit irt reflraining 
i^at is fo little likely to overflow ; I (bould 
have more- difficulty in finding my wrt, than 
in fupprefling its exuberance/' 

He had taken up a colleftion of Poems 
that was lying by me, and happening to open 
the book at Lord Lyttelton's monody, " I 
(liould have thought you had fitten for this 
pifture," faid he, reading, 

«* A wit that temperately bright, &c. •*' 

♦* The poet wrote thbfe lines upon his 
xvife^^^ I replied, " and if you will read then^ 
all, it will (how you w,hat true connubial fe- 
licity is-r" 

•♦ And. make me doubly Wretched in fhe 
want of it^ — Ididnot think you could have 
been fo cruel." 

^ You will ^^m me ftill more (o^ per» 

• ^r4 Lytteltbn's monody. 
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haps, when I fiqr that i (hould lejcnce't from 
the bottom of my hearty to thiok ilte reg^ 
you now exprefs finccfc." 

^^ Your joy may be caAiplete thn^^^m 
all fincerity I am inifenible beyond eipref^ 

'* My joy will only be complete wheft 1 
(hall prove the '• happy inftrumdnC of rennov'^ 
ing your mifery.'* 

'^ I fear yoiir^nolinati^n will £Ui Ihirt of 
your power in thabielpedt*'* 

*^ Let my power bot equal' my iijclin^iont 
and I will pronorunce you a hkppy man*^^ • 

He looked perplezedyuM » wtQiing'ta 
fey fomething>^but'iirai >fltenfc— * 

" And my friend thehtfppieft of wortien j'^ 
I contiiiued; ? ' * • vh iii j ». .. ; • 

*' Namtst^otiber a]|^^l|nlppiA(^ iA One 
breathi to inb^^iMifstRiVcrfdifle' 1 14; iitthroiigh^ 
her tbat4' am )M«dtid^U trom'^veryiptofppftf 
ofit— " *:.*. -^ -XT 

*' And^-tbertRw cantitlohly l^roi^H fler 
be reftorod f :> Md 'l thciil| i^ ifkiji ? veatute ^orr 
AlTert, that YhMisi i^M^f^maivitiiibe world^ 
y<^ifelfei^ibdvwii99duld b^ arerie to be 
made baj^^yflly UiK^' " - ? > r \ .v? 
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frf^-^fthtieh hot, - perhaps; another man in 
Ifae, world fo completely the objed: of her 
averfion." . 

r'i^ ^Avis&dni ^ I (houkl think, could only 
£^€]frotk fiboufimaterial defed either in per- 
fon or difpoiition ; and, as I believe her 
firAr%ht of you ^as at the foot of the altar^ 
there could fcarceiy be averfion on either 

part/* 
: ":ifhink that,. for the firil time ifa her 

iilife, perhaps, M?fs Riveifdale is: endeavour- 
ing' to aigue againft her own convi&ion— • 
(he cinnot be a Granger to Madame de Sain* 
val's rooted averfion to me long before (he 
. faw mej her mother lias acknowledged it 
with tears many a time/* 

*M am certainly awares that interejiedy 
0rtfuipe0pU may work upoa a chiki's mind, 
and inftil prejodicesi that would require a 
loxig conttnoance of affi^ionate coilduft to 
foot out.^ 

^i am at a Ms to con|eAure what inte- 
fefted cf art&lrpeopfe coiiM be concerned in 
t|ie event of lOur unhappy Hoioii." 

^ 1 know itook herfelfy that the nuns «ef 
the ^Mfvcntyin wbtdi'ihcf wm eduoHedt took 
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pakia to reprefent you to her as a monftei^ 
whofe chief delight would be to make her 
wretched — :** 

" This is a circumftance pcrfedHy new to 
me, certainly, but tww perfectly immaterial^ 
or I (hould fay it was not eafy to affign an 
adequate motive for it; any more than for 
Madame de Valence's concealment of it» at 
a titiie when it might, perhapi^, have had fome 
influence upon me*— ^* 

*^ The motive of the nuns was probably 
Madan(le de Sainval's fortune, 'of which her 
preference of the convent would have cnK 
fured at lead a oonfiderable ihare to them ;. 
and Madame de Valence might not choofe to 
accufe her friends, when it did not occur to 
her that it would anfwer any purpofe ;. but 
wh/ (hould it be tiow immaterial f furely it 
is never too late to repair injufUge I" 

^^ V^iieiL injuflice has gone length5>. that 
have given fair ground for aduaL barred, it 
never can be forgiven — *' 

•*• Yoa know not the generofity of the 
Marchionefs's miad," I contended with ear- 
B^nefsj ** and if you would fuffer mc^; — " 

** Excufe me, Mifs Riverfdale^ I do not 

B 3 
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fOW vo^h iQ know it^'^ interrupted hie, with 
extreme citation. 

A meffage brought to him juft then pi^t 
an end to the conyerf^^tion, an(} he feemed 
glad of the excufe ta retire from its conti- 
iwance. But it muft not end here — I fliall 
take th^ earlieijL opportunity of refuming it s 
though I acknowledge thefe chilling words, 
/ da not now wijh to kn&w it^ dwelt upon 
my hearty and deaden its hopes of my Adine's 
jbappineis. 

Madame de Sainval the next morning 
ttlled upon my candouft to give her cr^t for 

her fori)eanuice, as well in feveral little in* 
Aances that have of late occurred, as at the 
Ambaflfador's ; ^* but yoi; will foon be ob- 
liged to conoie over to my opinion/' (he laid, 
>' and acknowledge it to be all in vain/' 

,^\ You cannot exped^ that the. change 
ihould produce an effeft fo immediate 2 as yet 
Mbnfi^urde Sainval may, perhaps, attribute 
it more to chance than intention ; and in the 
4neanwhile, if you were to reap no greater 
advantage from it than that of avoiding 
quarrels, I (hpuld tbink you in feme degree 
repaid for the facrifice/* 
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•' I don't know that — to ftagnate in apa^ 
Ihy is worfe, perhaps > the variety of an oc* 
cafional quarrel helps the blood to circulate f 
however I have found fomething to keep me 
alive for the prcfcnt — '' 

« What is that ?'• 

^•. Count Canifac's diftreffes." 

•* I hope they are not very ferious, ffncc 
you treat them fo fportingly, for I like him 
much." 

•* They arc as fefious as defpairing love 
can make them/' 

^ And are you the confidante of |m 

•V Yes, and the objcft toa*^ 

^ And he ventures to tell you of it ?*' 

^< To be fures how (bouid I know it 

elfe?" 

** And you of courfe have refented the in- 

fult, in a manner that drives him to defpatr/^ 
*^ Haf ha! ha I refented the infult!-^ 

you are getting into your Englilh altitudes, 

my Louifa j we Frenchwomen dpn*t confider 

Jove as an infult at all — " 

^^ For Heaven's fake, deareft Adine, do 

not play yourfelf into new troubles I" 

/ re^ly have no fuch mteutvotv^ vAy 

»4 



<C 



B - LETTERS or 

joking apart^j tHis worthy good man gives 
me real uneafinefs j for whilft I, in the full 
confidence of finccre efteem, have been 
treating him with all the freedom of an inti- 
mate friend, whofe agreeable converfation was 
a refource to me, and whofe age was a pro- 
^tedlion againft: fcandaL; here has he involved 
tjmfelfy imperceptibly, in the mod lamen- 
table and hopelefs paliion — and now, pray, 
what am I to do ?** 

•* If you would not laugh at my altitudes 
igain, ril tell you what I think an £ngli(h 
.woman would do — never admit him into her 
houfe more." (For indeed, Henry, I ftill 
Matter myfelf, that the relaxation you difco* 
ver in Englilh morals is limited to a very 
confined, and iprohdhXy Jareign-ifed circle.) 

" Ah bo7i cUeti !" Madame de Sainval ex- 
claimed, " qn ft feroit montrer au doigt 
tci*^ by fuch an unheard of piece of prudery ; 
for I can have nothing to fear from him, you 
know; and befides, friendlhip entitles hitn 
-to gentler treatment.*' 

" Harftinefs in this cafe would perfiaps be 
the trueft friendftiipj you would by that 

• Ahl good Heavens, I (hould be pointed at mi thh 
country* 
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means compel him to the recovery of hi& 
peace of mind.'* 

" Je rawnce a Phomumr dtpafirf&ur Ibmaiaf,, 
Si four tohtetuTy ilfcmt itnndmmmM^i* 

deciatmlng humorouily, ** you muft fuggeft 
fomething more pradicable." 

•* Why then you muft have recourfe to his 
reafon. — He is at an age to hear reafbn, t 
fliould thmk/' 

^ ** I dare fay he has worn his reafbn threads 
bare by this. time;, (he will have nothing to^ 
fay 9^ but what (he has (aid upon fifty formetL 
occafioniTi. for mea are always floundering^ 
you know, from one improper attachment to 
another, and poor reafon keeps interpofing,. 
and getting kick'd afide* till they really come 
ta hold her in perfeft contempt : and 'then 
the misfortune is, that, he takes it into his 
head he never really loved till now, and he is. 
fo. difinterefted, and fo devoted " 

*^ Is not dijinterejlednefs love's cant 
word ?. I have been told, there never was a 
lover, who did not boaft of it, or a woman 
beloved, who did not.believe in it ; and when. 

• I forego the honoarj of. pi^Hivg for a R.qw\^u^ 
JfitmaA be obuined by inhumauUy% 

B 5 
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upon trial it fitiis, I fuppofe we are all ready 
to blame our own irrefiftible cAarm^, which 
could alone overpower fuch virtuous inten- 
tioi^s, and fo^ kind heartediy acquit the cul* 
prit of their making — '* 

" In truth you feem to have been very 
jprettily tutor'd, and apply your leflbns aptly i 
i)ut now to the point, ferioufly what can I 
do P' 

" Serioufly I think, that abfence only can 
be efFeauaU- for the daily fight of you mull 
Increafe his attachment, and your uneafinefs^ 
belide tlie danger of involving you in[fre(h 
difficulties, which it is at this moment more- 
material than ever to avoid/* 

^* Allans ! je vois qu^aux grcfnds maux it 
fautde grands rem^des, etje vats de cepas — 
* Fenvoyer promener *,' that is to fay, HI 
advife him to travcU'' 

I was quite fatisfied with this determina- 
tion, and, as you will perceive, ftudiouily 
avoided giving her reafoii to think, that any 
thing ferious had pafied between the Marquis 
and me in regard to her ^ as the lead iufpi- 

• Well, I fee that great evils require powerful reme- 
dies, and I go this iofiant to \ feod him ^ut bis t>a-» 
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cion on her part, that I was endeavouring t^ 
ibften him towards ber» would overfet all ^ 
more particularly under its prefent unpro* 
mifing afped. 

After this followed her obiibrvation^ upon 
Mr. Stanville, which^ I can't imligine whf^ 
(out of their due couxfe) I related firft. 



Hie ith. — We are invited to fee a play 
that is to be aded at Chantilly, by the Prince 
of C* and his family : his daughter, the 
Ducheis of B r is faid to be an admirable 
a&refs. Is it not iingular, that peq>le c£ 
their rank and confequence (hould thus ex^ 
hibit themfelves ? for the audience, t^poa 
thcfe occafions, amounts to a pretty nume- 
rous ptt6//c — and a general invitation is given 
to whatever Englifh happien to be at the 
inn in the village, often without even know*^ 
ing their names. 

I find my ftrength and fpirits fo mucli 
improved within thcfe few days, that I have 
agreed to venture upon accompanying Ma^ 
dame de Sainval thither. 

Count Canifac cannot be prevailikd upoa 
to kfU'e Pms. To any tlung ili^iV ^^ ^^^ 

B 6 
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pofCbility he is ready to accede ; but this is 
beyond his power. And what harm can 
arife from his day ? be fays, he afks nothing 
* .-^e expefts nothing, but to be treated as 
a liriend. It is the only confolation Ihe can 
heftow, and is porfedly exempt from danger, 
to her> at lead — his conduct is guarded to a 
degree, that may defy obfervation — and will 
ihe unneceflarily add to his mifery ? 

AH this ^iflreifes her, and (he gives ^ay. 
I have not the flighted apprehenfion of her 
being drawn into any impropriety by it^ but 
I have ^ prefentipient, that . fomething un- 
pleafant will arife> and earnedly wi(h (he 
would be more decided in enforcing the ne> 
ceiiity of his abfence. 



The 1 2/A. — We are returned from Chan- 
iilly. The entertainment was fuperb; and 
really, for Princes and Princefles, the per- 
formance was good — but for th« particular 
details I mud find fome future opportunity s 
my .mind is at this moment engrofs'd by 
more intereding matter. 

The Chateau, magnificent as it is^ not 
affording accommodations fufficient jbr all 
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the company, one of the detached houfcs^ 
which are fcattered about the Park, was ap- 
propriated to our party. Strolling from it 
yefterday morning, Madame de Sainval pro- 
pofed to (how me the Hamlet*. When 
we came to the little bridge, we could not 
immediately obtain admittance; and when 
the- miller's wife at length opened the wicked, 
tt was with a look fo full of care, that we 
were induced to inquire into the caufe of it. 

•* A lad accident !*' (he (aid ; ^ Lafevime 
Bertrand's little girl had diflocated her hip^ 
and the gentleman was juft examining it/' 

" Is the Prince*s furgeon very ikilful ?" 
£ud Madame de Sainval. 

^' It is an EngliOi gentleman, that the 
Milord has brought," replied the woman. 

^* If it will not be troublefome to you, la 
bonne femmey we will go in," Madame de 
Sainval faid ; ** I underftand thefe matters a 
little myfelf, and the diflocation of a hip 
hone is a very ferious bufinefs." 

The good^ woman led the way inta the 
miU-houfc — 

The little girl was crying upon tht grabat^ 

^ See the account of the gardens of Chantilly. 
f Trnckk, bed. 
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whllft the furgeon, with the affiftance of the 
mother, was afcertaining the nature of the 
accident. On the other fide, with h& back 
to the door at which we had entered,, Oiood 
the Milordj leaning over the child» holding 
her hands, and Toothing her with promifeft 
of reward, if (he would let the gentleman 
make her well. The buflle of our entrance 
drew his attention, and when he raifed him** 
felf, and turned to look at us-^Henry ! you 
gucfs his name before I can write it — ^it wa& 
Mr. Stanville. 

He looked confounded — and we afto* 
niflbed. 

" Mr. Stanville V exclaimed Madame de 
SainvaL 

" Chance threw me id the way of feeing 
this accident happen,'' he faid» '* and, fearing 
it to be ferious, I have be^ed of my friend^ 
Mr. Chalmers, to give his opinion of it.** 

" How, my Lord, tells you that T' inter- 
rupted the mother^ ^' as if he had done no<* 
thing but turn rovmd, and defire the gentle- 
man to look at it ; never was any thing like 
the trouble he has taken" — ^and (he waa pro- 
ceeding in her gratitude to forget her atten«> 
tion to the child^ when Mr. Stanvijk iotts-- 
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• 

raptingber, faid, ** No matter for the ftory^ 

till we have done what is needful for Nan* 

oette. Mr. Chalmers does not think the 

fwelling fufficiently confiderable, to prevent 

its being immediately fet — but howevcrjlight 

the operation may prove,'' he added (with 

evident humane attention to the mother's 

fears, who bad turned very pale at the men^ 

tion of letting the bone), ^* I im^ne you 

will prefer waiting the refult in the faloon *» 

ladies^ to remaining here ; and if I may be 

allov/ed to conduit you, I will return di«> 

re&ly to you, my little dear," to the child. 

But (he clung to his hand, redoubling her 
cries, " Oh no ! oh no ! don't leave me.'* ^ 

*^ Madame de Sainval, perceiving him to 
look diftrefled, faid, (he knew her way to the 
iaiooa; and iniifled upon his not leavii^ 
Nannettcu 

So we went— -perplexing ourfelves with 
conje&urea how Mr. Stanville (bould happea 
to be there in the morning, after having failed 
to attend the play the evening before, where 
Sir George Rutland had pofitively expected 
bim. 

* The fdoon 12 one of the appendant cottaLg«%> <^ 
hnoaad the green of the Hamlet in Ckaaidliv Yisk* 
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As we were fcating ourfelvcs upon the fofa, 
Madame de Sainval raifed one of the cufbtom, 
to dlreft my attention to the pink and filver 
furniture, and a paper dropped from under 
it. *' A billet doux ! my life for it/' faid 
(he, fnatching it from me as I picked it up. 
" We fliall difeover fome of the Prince's fe- 
crets. — *^ Mais noji^' looking difappointed 
as (he glanced her eye over it, " c'efi quel-- 
que griffbnage de vers Anglais ♦.'* 

This awakened my curiofity— they were 
evidently love verfes — but fo interlined and 
correded, that it was fcarcely poffible to make 
fenfe of them — and the hand-writing was 
wholly unknown to me. 

Whilft we were employed in the attempt 
to decipher them, Sir George . Rutland 
joined us, and upon being informed of the 
accident, and Mr. Stanville's (hare in it, went 
immediately to the mill-houfe^ and they 
foon returned together, faying, that the ope- 
ration had fucceeded fortunately, and been 
flight, and the mother was now-endeavouring 
to compofe the child to lleep, by which 
means, Mr. Stanville faid, he had been able 

/ No, it is only fame fcrawl of En^Wfli ^ottsry* 
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to difengage his hand from the little crea- 
ture's, unperceived by her. 

How lovely is the exprcifion of humanity in 
a countenance, Henry ! Never did Mr. Stan- 
ville's appear to fuch advantage, as in giving 
thefe unpremeditated proofs, not only of 
kind-heartednefs to misfortune, but of mi- 
nute attention to the fparing even of a 
child's feelings. I think if I had never heard 
of him before, 1 mud have admired him at 
that inftant. 

He cafl his eyes about the room as he 
(poke, as if anxioufly looking for fomething. 

** Have you loft any thing?" faid Sir 
Georger 

" Nothing of any confequencc," heiitating; 
*< I thought I might, perhaps^ have laid a 
letter out of my hand." 

.** You are this inftant come in, and had 
not any paper in your hand, that I faw/' 

" No — but Chalmers and I fat here fomc 
time, waiting till the child fhould awake — " 

" Is this it ?" faid Madame de Sainval, 
prefenting the paper we had found. 

** No~" with extreme hefitation, and 
colouring. 

^' ThaCs your hand- writing, YvQWWtx^ 
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laid sir Georgr, " or I am very n>uch mif- 
taken; give me leave. Madam — '* pffenng 
to take it. 

But Mr. Stanville^ feizing upon it with 
quick nefs, replied in great confufion, " Yoik 
are miflaken, indeed -, it niay> however, be- 
long to Chalmers, who writes very like me,, 
and I will reflore it to him/' putting it into 
jiis pocket. 

*^ Since when has Chalmers written like 
you ?*' faid Sir Geoige, fmiling -, *• I have 
icen many a prefcription of his, as di^erent 
as need be — " 

** You do not judge of a medical men*$ 
hand-writing by his prcfcriptions^*' intcr- 
liupted Mr. 3tanville. 

^' Not quite fo certainly, to be furc, as I 
do of your finceri^y hy your countenance. — 
Ah, Charles I Charles T* (baking his head 
ffgnificantlys " there are occafions„ , where, 
.i^onour itfelf compels a man to duplicity ; — 
fome Parifian belle. Til lay my life — you 
bave not been fo referved and grave of late 
for nothing—'* 

" For Heaven's lake, Rutland T' cried 

Mr. Stanville, with dill increafed embarrafs- 

• WWt, ** referv^ your pleaiantry for fomc 
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moTt pleaSiot occafion, and do not let us 
detain tb^ere ladies by a dlfcuffion fo very 

unrn^portact, It is beyond the ,timc that 

the concert was appointed to begin at tlie 
IJIe 4' Amour:; 

** Let us go» then," faid Madame de 
Sainval ; but finding Mr. Stanville turn the 
contrary way, as we came out of the door 
(tip added, " Do noj you walk with us ?-«-'' 

'^ I have promifed to take Chalmers im- 
mediately back to Paris,*' Mr, Stanviile r&- 
pli^d. " He is attending upon Lx)rd ■ ■, 
who is very ill ; and he could not come with 
tat lipcn ifty otiier rcfn»/' 

/* How can&e you in the way of the acci- 
dent V\ Sir George afked. 

'* I was lounging about the Park^ ytf^^ 
day afternoon, and faw a woman Jdtting ander 
a tree with a child at her lireaft, and another 
lying upon the ground by her, crying pite- 
ouily... Upon inquiring what was the mat- 
ter, (he (aid that the poor little girl had 
fiillen, and, (he feared, broke her leg ; and 
/lot being able to carry both the children, 
fhe was endeavouring to put the baby to 
fleep, that (he might leave it under the tree, 
till (l^e coiM take J^anncitt ka Oci<^ to^ 
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where (he would remain fafe till (he cbuld 
get her hulband to fetch her home. I uh- 
dertook to carry Nannette to the mill 5 but 
the child fcreamed (o much when I attempted 
to raife her, that I thought it better to fee 
for afliftance ; and taking the baby with me, 
who had fallen aflciep, I left the mother to 
endeavour in the meanwhile to get Nannette 
into an eafier pofture; and depoiiting iny 
little charge at the mill, got a labourer to 
return with me, who aflifted in weaving fome 
branches together, upon which we laid her, 
and carried her between us without any in- 
creafe of pain. Finding it to be an affair c£ 
more difficulty than merely a broken bone, I 
determined to go immediately back to Pans 
for Chalmers, on whofe fkill I have greater 
reliance than on that of the Valet de Cham- 
ire Chirurgien 4u Chdteau. I prevailed 
upon la femme Dumont, by meaiis 'of a 
trifle, fo let the child remain at the mill tiU 
my return. Unfortunately Chalmers had 
been fent to a friend of the Ambaflador's, at 
Verfailles. I waited for him till midnight, 
which prevented me from meeting you at the 
play, and I was after all obliged to take pati- 
^bct till this morning ; and am now. agaia 
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under the mortifying neceflity toforego the ho- 
nour of attending thefe ladies to the concert/* 

And he took his leave. 

We proceeded to the concert — but I ac- 
knowledge to you, Henry, that I can give 
you no account of it — or of any thing that 
afterward pafled — My fpirit had fled after 
the humane, the benevolent, the kind- 
hearted Stanville : and fome of the circum- 
ftances that had occurred filled my mind fo 
varioufly, that I ftiil hardly know how to un- 
ravel or difcufs them. 



The 13/A.— There cannot be a doubt of 
the verfes having been written by Mn Stan- 
ville ; be is too open in his nature to diflem- 
ble well ; though fer whotn they may have 
been meant ? — certainly they bore an appear- 
ance, that tended to confirm the conjedures 
t>f Madame de Sainval — but then Sir George 
Rutland's obfervation again cruflied the 
idea 

Ah, Stanville ! are you fo prone to admi- 
ration? and has your fuiceptibility already 
led yoD into fo many ferapes ?— :^undiY) 
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an engagement formed, may corrftrain him fo 
avoid Louifa — ^if, indeed, he has for a llaO- 
ment thought her likely to endanget his 
peace. Thofe vcrfes may have been id- 
drefled to the happier objed. — Sir George 
could not mean, my deareft brother, to ^- 
cufe Mr. Stanville of being that moft con- 
temptiiblc of all charafters, a general flirt ! ' 
a charaifter, contemptible even in bur fex ; 
in a man, by fo miich worfe, as it is more 
craelly mifchievoiis : ftill lefs could he mean 
to infinuate, that he was. unprincipled in tht 
indulgence of his paffions — that he was, in 
Ihort, a libertine ! detefted word ! how 
fhould it .gnd * Slanville find actefe- to ihy 
tlK>ught:S at- the faixie moment ! I would not 
fo$: s(9 inila.nit fo wrong him 5 his very con- 
di^ ijtt this ipftftncey fuppOfing it poflSble; 
that I flio\ftld-hdve tp^^ ^o^ im^refiion, ac- 
quits htm .of the : odious .diatge; it. proves 
t^- itriiStnefs pf bis prmcAfdes. bey:6n<l %- 
dQtibt^rrbmt what then.; cwW .Sir G«<l)rg6 
Rutland mean ? I am perplexed and agi- 
tajti?4 niofe than I car> expr^ft. ' , 

iSiiMP tb^t mgimeArMr> Staovilfe ha^nev^. 
be4n-9j;4-n us s he i^jivea Rar0 y^t^ fhortly^ 
Oood podt-^ HisRvf ! . . wiUr, M^^o :without« 
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giving the flighted explanation of his impe- 
netrable conduct ? 

I am very ill at eafe, and I dare not touch 
upon the fubjedt with Sir George — he could 
have no difficulty to explain, at lead the im- 
port of his own words — but there is an inde- 
licacy — a meannefs in founding — in pump- 
ing a friend — I could not fubmtt to it. 



The 14/A. — Sir George is a kind-hearted, 
generous man ! Did he talk of being callous ? 
only in comparifon pf Mr. Stanvilfe, he rrfuft 
have meant. He has been tt) Chantilly, 
purpofely to fee after little Nannptte, and 
probably with a view to offer pecuniary ilCft- 
ance, if he found it wanted; -but he was id- 
formed by the poor people, thkt Mr. Stai>^ 
ville had amply fupplied them. •!:-'•! 

Ofcourfe he mentioned this without kllur 
Hon to his own benevolent intenrtpns ; R«if 
It is natural to infer,vthat be would not have 
aiked the queilion, if be had not iteant to^ 

■ 

fupply tfa{5 deficiency be might dtfc<>yer : Si# 
George is not an elegant man of the worlds 
but there appears to be a gteaU fund of ftOH 
Ungworib*iniiioi^' •. ' ... 
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The 15/A. — I have at length received the 
following letter from Lady Mary Malcolm. 
Her long filence has been matter of furprife 
and anxiety, which I have dwelt upon both 
to my mother and Lady Belfont y although I 
may have omitted the mention of it to you, 
my fear of falling into repetitions will now and 
then occafion me to be lefs faithful in tran- 
(bribing the thoughts that orife in my mind, 
than I ufed to be. 

Pray read the letter here. 

LADY MARY MALCOrM, TO LOUISA. 
(Tcaafcribed and enclofed.) 

* •• London^ " * — 



•*yov will be aimed equally furprifed at 
tny date, and at my filence, my dear Mifs 
Riverfdale : the one will, however, account 
for the other. 

. ^ I had left Nice, the happy wife of the 
iirofthieft of men, before your letter reached 
it. I have fince been at Vienna, and returned 
through Germany and Holland to £ngland ; 
liut our ftay at any ptece was too uncertain, 
to fdmit of our direfting letters to be fent 
a^ex yj^i they were thertfope ordered to be for- 
xv^nlcd Rm^t to it>y brother'^ banker here^ to 
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await our arf ival, which wc happily cffefted 
iaft night ; and your letter was the very firft 
I opened, of the number put into my hand. 

** You will readily believe, I pcrufed it 
with trembling anxiety: the dread of dif- 
covering, that, after all, I might perhaps have 
impeded the happinefs, which I have ever 
valued {o much beyond my own, could only 
be equalled by the heartfelt fatisfadion I ex- 
perience in finding, that I have afted in per- 
fedt confonance to your wi(hes, by giving niy 
hand, without awaiting ^y farther ihtelli* 
gencc from you/ . 

** You have afted nobly, my lovely friend, 
in every circumftance of which I am enabled 
to judge; and I cannot doubt your having 
done fo throughout, I now (land indebted 
to you for the pofleffion of a felicity, to which 
I bad never dared to afpire ; and you have 
added this inexpreffible obligatiojn to all the 
motives I before had for admiring and lov- 
ing you : judge, then, how deeply I muft 
feel. for the fufFerings you have experienced, 
and how truly I enjoy the certainty-of your 
|>er£ed recovery, which was this morning qon- 
iirmqd to me by Lady fidkbnt. 

^^ ^Q\x are too well acqiiSMiSkted m^ \}ol^ 

VOL, IJI, c. 
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open honefly of my nature, to doubt for a 
moment, that my firft impulfc^ after reading 
your generous letter, mure be, to put it into 
the Colonel's hands ; for I fliould fcorn to 
owe even my happinefs to. the continuance 
of his errour in regard to you. Juftice com- 
pels me to give you his anfv^rer in his own 
words, however vain they may make me 
appear. 

* I will frankly acknowledge,' he faid, 
* that had fo much reafon been given me in 
the firft inftance, to believe that Louifa had 
no fhare in the fteps taken by Lady Riverf- 
dale, it might have prevented my becoming 
the happy man I now am ; for in doing all 
juftice to the objeft upon. Which I had fct 
my hear^t, I muft ftill feel thankful, that an 
Opportunity was given me to difcover, which 
way my true road to felicity lay. The fafci- 

^nations of Louila had blinded me to the im- 
poflibility that feventeen and forty- five could 

. affimilate: after making every facrifiCe I could 
reqju'ire, ftic muft have fe]t what (he was giving 
op J and however her \fenfe and fweetnefs 
might have gloffed it over, I muft have felt 
it likewife ; and that idea would have proved 
the \>Zfk€s& iC very comfort . In you I am con* 
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flantly difcovering new fources of unlooked- 
for enjoyment ; our pleafures, our taftc, our 
wifties the fame ; the evennefs of your tem- 
per, and the charms of your mind, daily and 
hourly rife upon me ; and to fum up all, 1 
have the delightful confcioufnefs, that in me 
atl your affedlions are centred. Unworthy 
indeed fliould I be of fo many bleffings, if I 
could even for a moment regret the delufion, 
to which I am indebted for the poffeflion of 
them. At the fame time it is a fatisfaftion 
to me, to find that Louifa has not deviated 
from the honour and re<5titude, which I had 
admired in her. It is mortifying to be de- 
ceived in the objeft we have thought highly 
of; and I rejoice in it on her own account, 
becaufe I never can ceafe to be warmly in* 
terefled in her welfare, which will be beft fe- 
cured by the good and noble fentiments, that 
fill her mind.* 

" And now, nly deareft Mifs Riverfdale, if, 
by the faithful report of words, fo honourable 
to the heart that could didlate them, I 
awaken a regret in* you, at having relinquiflied 
a man fo unrivalled in worth, I (hall ftill 
have a drawback upon that felicity, of which 
the Cup feems overflowing. No words c^d^ 

C 2 
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rdo juftice to iht fenfe I have of my fortunate 

;^1ot. 

" We are on our way to Mount Mel vile, 
iKrhere my brother infills upon our taking up 

•^ur abode, until we can fix upon a fituation 
we may like better. Malcolm had fuc- 

vceeded in his views at Vienna; hut my bro- 
ther could not be fatisfied to have us at a 

'Pittance from him, and has trebled the for- 
tune he had originally fettled upon me, to 
indemnify the Colonel for the advantages he 

.may forego. 

'• To all the bleffings 1 have already boafted, 

iitnuft add, that my health is now perfectly 
ttcfftabliftied. You will therefore readjly 
credit, and T am fure be gratified to know, 
that there does not exift upon the face of 
the earth a happier being than your truly 

^tdSeti^ionate friend, 

MARY MALCOLM.*' 



1 do not, my dear brother, recoUeft to have 
experienced a moment in my life of fuch wi- 
mixed delight, as in the reading of this let- 
ter. To think that I have at length be^i 
lie fort una:te inftrument,. that has enfurad 
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happinefs to her, who was facrificing Co much- 
to me! — to think that Colonel Malcolm is 
fo fully fenfible of her value, as to acquit me 
of all impropriety, even without being tho- 
roughly informed of all the particulars ! — to- 
feel my felf again raifed in the eycs^ of thofe i 
muft ever efteemT— is altogether fuch fatis- 
fadion, as it is quite impoflible fon me t(>v 
give you an idea of. 

Let me now but once be aflured, that the 
mind of Prince Poliniki is at eafe — ^and then^^^ 
having nobody to feel for but myfelf^youi 
ihall fee what a philofopher I am. 

I believe I omitted to tell you^.that Lhad! 
immediately written an anfwer^to the Prince;^ 
in which, however, I avoided t^ mention my ^ 
engagement with Colonel Nlalcplm being at: ^ 
an end, left he might conftrue it into an in- 
tention to revive his hopes, or, at leaft, forr 
fear it (hould in any degree (hake his refo^ 
hition*.. 

* Thoagh Mifs Riverfdale makes no regular- con*- 
duiion to thefe few page» ofher journaU yet as the 
packet appears to have been made up feparately« and 
the fabjed ends with it> the Editor inferts the foUowA 
ing letter lu?re> as its moft appropriate place* 
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THE HONOURABLE CHARLES STANVILLE, 
TO S[R HENRY RIVERSDALE. 

Paris 

Riverfdale, you have undone hie ! Why 
did you not bid me flee the fight of your fifter, 
like that of a bafilifk ? You fpoke of her in 
terms, that might have applied to many a 
woman I have feen, admired, and thought of 
no more; and indeed one half of what you 
faid I attributed to fraternal partiality. — 
Could I have forefeen what awaited me, I 
had croffed the Atlantic ere I had encoun- 
tered it. 

Lady Belfont, too ! ufyally fo lavifh 
in pralfe of her friends ; fo filent about 
Louifa. — Louifa ! — there is a fafcination in 
the very name. I could repeat it* for ever. 

You talked of the bloom of health — of 
captivating fimplicity of manners. I had 
met with thefe before, and efcaped their in- 
fluence ; but what are thefe to the peculiar 
attraftions of your enchanting filler ? 

** I faw, and loved — I heard, and was undone.** 

Never before did accents of fuch irre* 
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fiftible fweetnefs fleal into my foul. Bloom ! 
did you fay ? I could have withftood bloom j 
but the interefting palenefs, that her late ill- 
ne(k has flill, occafionally, left lingering on 
her cheek — the mild luftre beaming from her 
eye — the viciflitude which every fentiment 
of her elegant mind transfufes into her fweet 
countenance — the unaffefted grace that plays 
around her, and marks every motion — in 
(hort, elegance would be her predominant 
charadteriilic, did not feeling, fenfe, anima- 
tion, and modefty vie for preeminence with 
it, and her unafliiming fweetnefs blend the 
whole into fuch a mafs of perfeftioh, as never 
before united in one woman. Louifa, in* 
deed, perfonifies the ideal angel my fancy 
has piftured to me, when, in my proud* 
bbaftings of an unfubdued heart, I have faid, 
until fuch a form is realifed, I bid defiance: 
to the power of the fex. ? 

Alas, Riverfdale 1 could I have imagined 
the aftual exiftence of fuch a being, the very 
expectation of one day finding it would have 
faved me from the curfed fcrape, in which I 
am now involved ; or, once involved, th^ 
dread of meeting with it would have ba- 
niftied me horn the foekty of wom^.rLVAtv^> 

c 4 
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left magic like this (hould overpower the 
fenfe of honour and confcience. But here, 
unwarned, unarmed, I have rulhed headlong 
into danger, and am overwhelmed. Till now 
my only knowledge of love has begun and 
ended in mere fenfation > but Louifa has 
elicited a refined fpark from my heart, of the 
exigence of which I was unconfcious; it is the 
clcftric fire of love that fhe infpires, purified 
from the groffer element : never till now did 
1 know what tender awe — what heart- felt ve- 
neration belong to true love ; fenfation be- 
comes a fecondary objeft ; I fcarcely imagine 
a happinefs beyond that of feeing and hear- 
ing her for ever. What a new jnan am I 
become ! and only to make me more deeply 
fenfible of my mifery. 

• Thie very firft inftant I beheld her, ad- 
moniflied me of my danger, and I deter- 
mined never to fee her more; but an un- 
forefcen^ meeting at Lord « ■ 's, over- 
turned all my rcfolutions. I have no longer 
the power to think, or to aft ; and nothing 
is left me, but to have recourfe to you. I 
defift from the objeft of my journey to the 
fouth of France, and have obtained from the 
AnibaSkdor difpatches of confequence to 
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carry to England, as an exciife for my fpeedy • 
return thither^ which will be very (hortly 
after the receipt of this. There I will lay ' 
open my whole heart and difficulties to youy 
and be guided by your decifion : for though • 
I fear I know but too well what honour calls • 
for, I have no longer the power to obey its 
didatcs, unleft ftrengthened by the rhetoric. 

of a friend. Oh, Riverfdale ! that I could 

flatter myfelf you would fee my ties in a lefe 
ftrong light than they appear to me, and T* 
(hould feel lefs wretched — lefs diftraded thao * 
I do. 

Ever truly and faithfully yours. 



CHARLES STANVILLE,^ 



MISS- R1V^R«DALES JOURNAL- CO N-^- 

TINUED. 

March the 16/A.— Monlleur de Sainval 

« 

returned to Paris yefterday. 

It accidentally happened, that he and I 
were left alone for about half an hour after- 
dinner. " Would I fing^o him?" he 
aiked. 1 had a flight hoarfenefs, and de- 
clined it. " Would I play at trictrac ?*'^ 
^ I had hoped, " J faid, " that, a^V^x t\ife 

^ 5 
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opening of converfation we had laft bad to- 
gether, lie would rather have wiftied to pur- 
fue that topic,, than have recourfe to any 
thing elfe.*' 

He fighed. " I have nothing to hope, 
and much to fear, from confidential conver- 
fation with you, Mifs Rivcrfdale." 

" 1 had rather flattered myfelf. Marquis, 
that my unbounded friendlhip for Madame 
de Sainval, joined to the efteem I have con- 
ceived for you, might have led you to con- 
iider me as entitled to friendly confidence.'* 

" Can efteem for me exift in the breaft of 
a friend of Madame de Sainval's ? Does (he 
not upon every occafion paint me in the 
blackeft colours ?'* 

'^ So far from it, that, even at the very 
moment of her relating her fufFerings and 
misfortunes to me, I have occafionally per- 
ceived her to foften, in a maaner which has 
convinced me, that a very little conceflioa on 
your part would have gone a great way to- 
wards infpiring her with fentiments very fa- 
vourable toydtu." 

*' Impoffible, Mifs Riverfdale! (he has 
endeavoured to make the beft of herfelf to 
you. Virtue, amiable, and gentle like yours^ 
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mfpires all who approach you with a wifti to 
emulate it. She imagined you would think 
lefs well of her, if (he avowed the invincible 
contempt and hatred for her hufband, that 
fiUherbreaft." 

** I have very attentively ftudied my friend^ 
during the various opportunities my flow re- 
covery has afforded ; and, I think, difguifc 
of any kind is the laft thing, of which 1 fliould 
acGufe her : on the contrary, if I have a fault 
to find with her, it is that> of making the 
worft of herfelf upon many occafions." 

" J[f2/ou have a fault to find with her P^ 
repeating my words with furprife. " You 
are furely very indulgent, or very blind to 
your friends ; or perhaps, from a miftaken 
kindnefs, only wi(h to place her in a favour- 
able light to me." -" 

" I avow myfelf deeply interefted in £et- 
ting her in a very different light from what 
{he has ever yet appeared to you ; but be- 
lieve me, my good Sir,, if inlincerity or con- 
cealment of any kind were requifite for that 
purpofe,. I ftiould fhrLnk. from the under- 

■ 

taking." 

;^* The only good point I have ever difco^ 

c 6 
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vcred in the Marchionefs, is her exccffive 
attachment to you, ^Mifs Riverfdale: thai 
has inclined me to think better of her lately^ 
than I have done before : yet why (hould Is 
eilieem it any merit in her, to obey the uni- 
verfal law of attraftion, which is fo avowedly 
your property, that all attempt to refift it is 
vain — you take poflefiion of every faculty of 
the foul—'* 

** Take eare. Marquis," interrupting 
him, and endeavouring to fmile off what I 
did not wi(h to underftaml in this fpeech^ 
f* take care how you acknowledge my power 
over your faculties, left I (hould bend them 
to a control that would make you blufli at 
all your former injuftice, and force you into 
happinefs, to which j'ou have too long been 
blind/' 

^* Alhpoffibility of happinefs has long been 
at an end for me," he replied, with a deep 
figh ; ** and the conviftion is impreffed upon 
me now more -ftrongly than ever. Had an 
angel fuch as you interfered fome years ago^ 
there might have been a chance of bringing 
us both to a different way of thinking, from 
that which has now taken root too ftrongly 

I 
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to be eradicated j but even then to t^^n my 
eyes or thoughts as you would wifti, I muft 
never have beheld the charms before me/* 

**' Monfieur de Sainval,*' I interrupted 
very gravely, •* if thefe outrageous compli- 
ments are merely intended to evade the fub- 
jeft fo near my heart, I cannot but feel mor- 
tified, to be treated fo like a very filly woman. 
If I am taking a liberty beyond what you 
think me entitled to, in obtruding my ad- 
vice and opinion unaiked, tell me fo can- 
didly, and I will referve my interference, till 
a longer intercourfe of friendQiip has authen- 
ticated my claims to your confidence j" and 
I drily took up a book, feeling myfelf really 
offended with the fentiments he had ventured 
to infinuate. 

•* Forgive me, Mifs Riverfdafe !** .he ex- 
ckirned, ** I fee yau are offended — believe 
me my offence is involuntary ; it is the con- 
fcioufnefs of my own weaknefs, and dread of 
betraying what you would not choofe tohdar^ 
that induces me to fhun thefe bewitching 
con verfat ions; — I have no refource but to fly 
your prefence."^ 

^ If,, indeed, our converlations are to take 
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a. turn of this kind, it is highly proper to 
avoid tnem; and you may depend, Sir, upott 
my utmoft concurrence/' ^ 

" That tone and look annihilate me ! — 
Do not, for pity's fake, impute to. me the 
prefumptuous intention to utter a fyllable 
that could offend you — indeed I would not, 
fully the purity of your mind by wilfully 
breathing a complaint of the miferies I en- 
dure; but this dangerous recurrence to fub- 
jeds, that call up my feelings, throws me off 
my guard." 

" I {hall certainly be more upon mine ia. 
future ; though it will grieve my heart to 
forego an intereft fo very dear to me ; for if 
/do not Ipeak to you of Madame de Sainval> 
who will?" 

" O, name her not !" he interrupted, 

" the very found is poifon to my ears at this 

moment. Whenever I find myfelf more ra- 

' tional, I (hall beg to have recourfe to you ; 

but at prcfent I have no remedy but flight." 

And fo faying, he in great agitation left 
me. 

To day he has not dined at home ; and 
to morrow goes into his month of waiting at 
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Verfailles, which he has contrived to ex- 
change ; in the common courfe it would not 
have taken place till June, 

Alas ! my dear brother, how I grieve for 
my friend 1. How different the fate Ihe me- 
rits ! Where could. another man be found, 
infenfible to charms like hers ! And of ail 
that has pafled I dare not tell her one word, 
left the (hould interfere, and preclude me 
from making what fhe will call humiliating 
conceflions on her part. 



lilh. — O ! Henry ! I fear we have difco- 
vered — too furely difcovered, the clew of 
Mr. Stanville's condudt — it is only a fuy- 
mife, however, of Sir George Rutland's,— 
it may not be exadly as he apprehends ; but 
ftill, if not — it is equally deftruftive of my 
hopes, ^— Hopes, did I fay ! — Loft — Loft 
Louifa ! 

But I am bewildering myfelf and you^ let 
me explain tliis fatal fecret. 

Madame de Sainval came into my room 
yefterday, whilft I was dreffing. " Send 
away Flora, I wifti to fpeak to you„" (he 
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faid, with an appearance of emotion that 
ftruck me. 

The inftant the^door was (hut, " I have 
had a vifit from Sir George Rutland," flie^ 
added. 

*^ What can he have faid to difturb you 
fo much ?- * 

" I could not refjft taking the opportunity, 
to queftion him in regard to Mr. Stan- 
ville— " 

" Heavens, Adine !** — i cxclaictied, with 
an emotion at leaft equal to her own. 

** Ra//urez vous ma Louifey je ne mus at 
point compromife *." 

" O, I do not fear it — but for pity's fake » 
what have you learnt ?" 

*^ Can you bear to hear what may not be 
quite confonant to your wifties ?" 

" Any thing, dearcft Adine, better than 
the torture of fufpenfe — " 

** Why, then — his friends apprehend,:that 
be is privately married!^'' 

This was more than I was prepared for,, 
and I funk back in my chair. 

* Make youri^If . eafy^ my Louifa^ I havt not in-» 
volved your dignity. 
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Upon recolle(5tion, I am afhamed to ac- 
knowledge how ftrongly I was afFedted, Yet 
why afbamed? Surely Mr. Stanville is an 
excufe for the weaknefs. 

It was a confidcrable time before Madame 
~de Sainval and Flora, whom (he had fum- 
moned to her afliftance, could recover mc 
fufficiently to refume the diftreffing fubjedt. 

** I was aware of your having conceived a 
partiality for Mr. Stanville, and therefor^ 
wi(hed as early as poflTible, to afcertain what 
might be expected from it/' Madame de 
Sainval faid, in a tone of the mod a^edionate 
concern ; ** but I had no idea of the hold he 
has taken upon your heart, or I fliould have 
been more guarded in imparting my^intelli- 
ligence/' 

*^ No matter, tell me all you know, I can 
now bear any thing/' 

" All that I know amounts but to conjec- 
ture I his friends have not been able to afcer- 
tain the truth." 

" Cruel Adine, then, to fpeak fo pofi* 
tively!'' 

*' I fpoke with no more certainty than 
what I now repeat ; only your heart, my }o^^ 
was fo read^' to take the alarm." 
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*' What did Sir George, then, aftually 
Tay?" 

^* Sir George did notfeem willing to fay 
any thing, till I urged the Angularity of his 
friend^s conduft — " 

*^ Adine ! in regard to me? You faid t 
waS' not implicated — " 

" Neither are you ; truft me for being as 
careful of your delicacy, as you could be your- 
fclf. I only obferved to hin, that there ap- 
peared to be a (ingukrity in Mr, Stanville>. 
and an ignorance of the commoneft forms of 
civility ; ^fuch ^ all his wit and fcnfe could 
fcarcely niakc amends for. This attack, 
threw Sir George off his guard, as I intended 
it (hould ; and in his zeal to defend his friend^ 
he betrayed the very circumftance of which 
I had before endeavoured ia vain, to come 
at the knowledge. He entreated me not to 
judge by what L now faw of Mr. Stanville, 
f6r that he was afting under very vifible con- 
ftraint, arifing, perhaps, from the too pow- 
erful impreffion of Mifs Riverfdale's charms : 
at lead- he fufpedled this; he was not in the 
fecret, if he were, he (liould not feel himfelf 
a,t liberty to fpeak. * Is he, then, not inde- 
pendarit and free to indulge an admiration fa 
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properly placed ?' I faid. * Ah^ my dear Ma- 
dam, that is a queftion I wi(h I could folve/ 
he replied ; * but though all his friends fee 
reafon to apprehend his being privately mar- 
tiedi he isib very referved upon the fubjedt, 
that not one of us has ever been able to ob- 
tain light into it.' ' Some dilgraceful con- 
nexion, probably ?* I obferved. — * Of that wc 
know nothing: not even his fitter feems to 
be in his confidence.' And this was all that 
pafled, my Louifa; which (liil you fee 
amounts to nothing like a certainty." 

I could not anfwer; indeed I knew not 
what to fays my thoughts were all confu* 
fion. 

Madame de Sainval faid (he would leave 
me to myfelf for awhile, and thought I had 
better not attempt to go down to dinner : 
Jhe would order a chicken into my own room, 
and excufe me to her mother, upon pretence, 
of a head-ach. 

It was, indeed, very, foon no pretence ; a 
very fevere one came on, and obliged me to 
go to bed, wher^ the darkneCs and quiet al- 
ways foothe me, although I obtain no reft. 

To day I am only '^ fick at heart,'* my 
deareil brother ^ but it is a cruel d\fotdi^^ V 



s 
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little did I know, when I braved if, of what 
1 was talking — but I did not brave it, did I ? 
I only prayed to be fa^ed from the trial : and 
I yet hope to Qiow you, that I fhall not wj^ly 
yield my peace of mind, without ftruggling, 
at leaft, to the utmoft. 

I imagine the mod effedual plan will be 
to avoid fpeaking or writing upon the dan* 
gcrous fubjeft : for even fuppofing him not 
to be aflually married, which you fee api- 
pears; uncertain, (till there i$ undoubtedly an 
engagement of a nature fo infurmountable, 
as ta force him to ftruggle againll tnclina- 
fion; for that Sir George fufpcds to be in 
my favour.^— I own to you, Henry, I feel a 
flight confolation, however, in the idea of 
not havii^ been wholly difregarded — hut 
enough of Mr. Stanville. 

Lord -and Lady Grant in are daily expefted 
in Paris, oij their way to London, The 
Marquis of Egmore agrees to a reconcilia- 
tion, and receives them into his houfe, and 
will make ahandfome fettlement upon them,, 
provided his daughter-in-law anfwers to his 
fon's account of her. I (incerely hope hc:: 
may not fee her with my eyes. 



If' 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 45 

18/A. — Sir George Rutland is very affidu* 
ous in his vifits ; more fo than I could wi(h : 
he is a worthy man, whom I highly efteem, 
but with whom I do not feel myfelf at eafe. 
I dare not enter with him upon the topic 
that fills my thoughts ; and every other ap- 
pears fo totally devoid of intercft, that I am 
apt to continue filent, till Madame de Sain- 
vaPs looks, call upon me to fpeak ; and then 
—I know not what to fay : it feems as if all 
my ideas had fled with Mr. Stanville ; for I 
believe he is gone. 

He did not call to take leave ; only wrote 
a civil note, to afk my commands for Lady 
Belfont, extuling himfelf on account of the 
multiplicity of bufinefs ) being hurried away 
iboner than he had expeded. Hurried away ! 
perhaps to his — but no matter who, or whiit 
hurried him.— He was to leave Paris to day. 

Sir George has called ; but I did not dare 
trad my voice to inquire ; and Madame de 
Sainval was gone to mafs. 

The note was merely a civil one, fuch as 
mi^t have been written to any body : hardly 
that indeed i— for the incivility of not call- 
ing feemed to require fomething more than 
A mere com^ioAplace excuie c^ buCiiiieVs. Vlt 
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has great comniaud over himfelf, I think — or 
perhaps it requires none, and the fuppo- 
fition in regard to me is entirely a miftake. 
It was the fame, hand-writing with the verfes, 
however, Henry : I knew it again inftantly— • 
but even thofe might have no reference to 
me — only his embarraflment certainly looked 
fufpicious — Angular ! that he could, not juft 
truft himfelf to fay Adieu ! So deficient to 
Madame de Sainval, too! you know. I 
(hould like to be certain, whether or ,no he is 
aftually fet out ; I (hould then trouble my^- 
felf le(s about him. 



19/A. — He is gone — decidedly gone !— 
but not till this morning; that is twenty- 
four- hours later than he expe<Sted, and yet 
he could not find time — or rather he tvotild 
not. I cannot help thinking this total inat- 
tention to propriety a drawback upon his 
character — lefs fenfibility, I fancy, than has 
been attributed to him, — becaufe people of 
real feelings do not wholly diveft themfelves 
of confideratiop for others. Any body fo 
very — very reafonable, may be fufpeded of 
owing that perfeft control over themfelves to 

3 
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a flight degree of infenfibility. I would not 
do Mr. Stanville injuftice ; but in general a 
very temperate mind falls fliort of great vir- 
tues ; don't you think fo ? I will endeavour 
to turn this idea to my own advantage i if I 
could once bring myfelf to fee him in a lefs 
amiable light, I Ihould foon recover my peacej 
foT believe me, my dear brother, his outfide, 
handfome, noble, interefting as it may be 
reckoned, is what my thoughts leaft dwell 
upon : it is only when his foul fpeaks in his 
eyes, that they become fo very irrefiftible. 
You never told me what very remarkable eyes 
he has ; nor yet mentioned that peculiar va- 
riety of expreffion, which fo eminently diftin- 
guiQies his countenance. Always handfome, 
indeed, but lighting up fo wonderfully ac- 
- cording to the fubjed that infpires him ; and 
then his dark, ftraight eyebrow, fo characte- 
riftic of fenfe : Lavater lays great ftrefs upon 
that, you know. Madame de Sainval ob- 
je6ts to the height of his forehead, the dark* 
ncfe'-of his complexion— now thefe are the 
very circumftant^s,thaf give the lafl finifti of 
charafter to a nianly face. I could not have 
conceived, that Madame de Sainval woi^ld 
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have thought an infipid, rofe and lily man, 
handfome. I (hould make you a complete 
convert to Lavater, if I could point out to 
you how accurately his indications of genius 
correfpond with Mr. Stanville's features.- ■ ■ 
But how is it that I for ever recur to this 
fubjeft 1 Well — he is now gone, and that, 
puts an end to it. 

I will tranfcribe for you a letter juft re- 
ceived from Prince Polinflci — not however 
to day ', I do not find myfelf in a writing 
humour. 



20^A. — Lord and Lady Grantin are ar- 
rived. I faw him for an inftant. She muft 
have fome very ferious converfation with me, 
flie fays, but it will employ an hour or two 
at leaft, and that cannot be for this week to 
come, fhe has fo much to do to equip her- 
felf upon her fir ft arrival. 

How tantalifing ! what can (he have to 
talk to me upon ! furely Mr. Stanvillc h^s 
not written anything to her! — She feetnedex-. 
iremely difappointed in not finding him here. 
He is a great favourite of hers, and a fine 
ipijitf d fellow, file fays. She boypes i have 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 49 

not fpoiled him for a flirt; and then I 
thought (he looked arch— but that might be 
fency. 

A flirt ! how I hate the name ! were he 
capable of flirting, as it is called, 1 fliould 
never have beftowed a fecond thought upon 
him ; but (he talks in this (lyle of every body. 
I think I like her (lill le(s now (he k married, 
than I did before. 

She was juft getting into her carriage as 
we drove up, and all that I have related, and 
much more,, paflfed in the hearing of the (er* 
vants, while (he had one foot upon the (lep 
of her coach, and refted her hand upon the 
arm of a very fmart looking man, whom (he 
has brought with her from Turin ; and after 
introducing him to me by the name of Count 
Caravallo, (he got into the coach, and he 
with her, and ordered her coachman to the 
Bois de Boulogne. 

And of Lord Grantin not a word; (he 
was in fuch hade, (he did not give me time 
to inquire. 

. V, - 

22(/.— Sir George Rutland had aloflgcon- 
verfation yefterday evening with.Madaffie dc ^^ 

VOL. xiu p 



^0} TETTKRS OF 

Sainval; the fubjeft, your Louifa. He 
^'iftiod to know whether (lie believed my af- 
feftions to be difengaged, and whether flic, 
would intereft herfelf with me, in his favbur. 
He ftated to her his fortune, fituation, con- 
nexions; all not only unexceptionable, but 
brilliant, beyond what I am entitled to, 
-certainly. His relations have long been ur- 
gent with him to marry ; he had not before 
jnet with a woman, who anfwered to what he 
wiflied to find in a wife. He exprefTed an 
opinion of me highly flattering, and which 
entitles him to my gratitude — but alas, my 
4lear brother 1 this is all the return I can 
make. 

Madame de Sainval did not give the de- 
ciiive anfwer for me, which (he might have 
done : indeed, I apprehend (he is biaflfed by 
Sir George 3 charadler and fortune, to with- 
hold her concurrence in the explicit (incerity 
with which I wi(h to treat him : (he referred 
him to myfelf, ais if the;matter admitted of 
a doubt. I (hould have been very thankful, 
had (he fpared me the painful talk of giving 
a. denial to a worthy mans there is, how- 
ever, no help for it. 
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Obfervc, Henry, that I quit my pen 
without having faid one word of Mr. Stan- 
ville. 



z^d. — Lady Grantin has juft left me, and 
I would give you a month to guefs what Ihe 
has taken into her head. 

She b^an, ^* I hope that you are quite 
difengaged this morning, for I am come to 
have Tome very ferious converfation with, 
you.*' 

I told her, " I was at her fervice ;'* not 
without foo^ little trepidation, I acknow- 
ledge. 

** Have you heard from Prince Poliniki, 
fince the letter which I forwarded to you ?"< 

** I received one from Napks laft week.'^ 

^* Well! and the contents ?'* 

** Satisfaftory, as friendfiiip and efteem 
can make them." 

*• Friandship and Esteem, ofcourfe^ 
thofe ^re the ttccived expreffipns, you knov^ 
which always pafs current, without tvtx de* 
ceiving any one. And what ,proj»iaJ». p»y, 
doca hisfri€n(l/hip venture to fuggeft to yons 
purity?'' > . *v 

D 2 
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^^ I really am at a !ofs to underftand your 
ladyftiip," 

^* That is of courfe, too. You are no 
changeling, my dear Riverfdalc, I perceive : 
however, I now come determined to baffle 
your feferves, and ferve you, in your heart's 
deareft concerns, whether you will or no/' 

" You are very obliging; but indeed, 
Lady Grantin, you are much miftaken if 
you believe my heart to have any concern 
with Prince Polinflci, that requires the in- 
tervention of a third peribn.'* 

^ O, you arch hj^pocrite ! how you might 
impofe upon a lefs clear-lighted perfon than 
myfelf, and how rightly (hould I ferve you, 
to lock up all I have to fay in my own bo- 
fooif and treat you as you do me ! but my 
<^n, generous nature, impells me to be- 
Inend you, in fpite of yourfelf ; and fince 
you will avow nothing, I mud proceed upon 
^hat I know from other quarters. Prince 
Polihfki, being at liberty from the engage- 
ment he had contraAed — " 

*• At liberty !" 1 interrupted, with un- 
ilffeded ivrprife, *' is the hdy then 
dcadr— 
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'* For grief at the news of his inconftancjr, 
do you mean ? No^ believe me, 

*' Dans nStre/thJe uneftmme 
A plus deforce d'efprit •;" 

(he hasaiSed a far more rational part ; thought 
he was dilatory in coming to claim her pro- 
mife, and fo took another hufband in the 
interim, that's all. And now you wifli me 
to believe that I am imparting the firft in- 
telligence of this, do you, my dear ?** 

" I (hould thinlc the apparent furprife 
with which I liften to your ladyfliip might 
convince you.*' 

•* It convinces me that you are a very 
pretty aftrefs, however; fo waving that 
point, I ftiall proceed with my commiffion.*' 

** And is your commiffion, then, from 
Prince Polinfki ?" I exclaimed, with a fenfc 
of difappointment, for which, upon re- 
flexion, I know not how to account : affu* 
redly I could not expeft that^e would have 
been employed for any body elfe. 

I fuppofe I looked what I felt ; for (he re- 

* In ther<^ days a woman has more ftrength of mind. 
Quoted from an old, and not very deUcaxt» ?xtivO\ 
fon^. ' 

D 3 • 
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plied, with a, very provoking air, " Upon 
my life, Riverfdalc, you do this well : any 
one who had not been witnefs to what I have 
feen, might be the dupe of it s but I am not 
quite fo eajily blinded ; though I (hould 
ferve you right if 1 pretended to be fo, and 
withheld my communications, upon a fub- 
je6t»fo verif nninterefting as not to be worth 
detaining your atleiition upon ; for . the 
Prince's fake, however, I flmll pocket my 
revenge for fome other opportunity, and 
proceed with what I have to fay." 

" Your ladyfhip really quite mifconceives 
me ', I have no wi(h to appear indifferent as 
to what may relate to a man for whom I pro- 
fcfs fincere eileem/' 

" O, you have not ! well, then, tranilating 
the word ejleem into the vulgar tongue, id 
tji, Love ; allow me to alk which, of your 

\amorouSy or your religious creed, has the 
jftrongeft hold upon your mind ? — You do 
jiot care to anfwer fo plain a propofition, I 
perceive'* (for I really was thunderftruck at 
the queftion) ^ " well, then, to conform to 
your little mealy-mouthed habits, do you 
feel yourfelf the Emma, to make every fa- 

cri/jce to your Henri/ ?'' 
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" And IS it poffiblc. Lady Grantin, that 
Prince Polinfti -can have fo far forgotten him- 
feif, as to commiffion you to a(k TTie/this 
queftion ?'* 

** O lord ! O lord ! you are fo defpe- 
lately fcrupulous, there's no knowing how 
to deal with you. Why no, he certainly did 
not aftually defire me to alk it ; nor, indeed, 
to confefs the truth, did he ever open his 
lips to me upon the fubjeA at all. You arc 
very well matched there, he is as fly and ^ 
refervcd as yourfelf.— But, what of that ? a 
gocxi-natured, kind hearted friend, like fntf, , 
who am^ always ready to do as I would* bp 
done by,' don't ftay to be told in fo many 
words what is wiftied for; however, to fet your 
wondrous delicacy at eafe, the fad is fimply 
this : My friend. Count Caravallo, is very in- 
timate with your friend the Prince, and 
through him I know that the Prince's tvk- 
gagement is at an end, and. that the only im- 
pediment to his offering his hand, where his 
heart is fo entirely devoted, arifes from the 
difference of religion ; but for that, he would 
have immediately flown to the feet of his 
charmer. Now I, who am fully ^^^x^ oi 
your attachment to the Prince, atvd \i^\\tx^ 

p 4 . 
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you to be pofleffed of too much fenfe to be 
bigotted to one form of woribip preferably to 
another, thought that, by betraying this 
little circumftance to you, I might be the 
means of making two friends happy ; for the 
flighted favourable hint from the Count to 
the Prince, would infallibly bring him upon 
the wings of love — " 

*' I muft feel indebted to your ladyfliip*s 
kind intentions, but moft earneftly entreat 
they may (top at what has now pafled. 
Prince Poliniki, you fee, has underflood me 
better than to. venture to fugged fucb a pro* 
pofal; and if Count Caravallo communicates 
at all with him, I beg he may not be in- 
formed that Lady Grantin could think fo ill 
of me, as to hint at a thing of the kind." 

" Think fo Ml ! If fufpefting you of hav*- 
ing drong affedions, and being exempt from 
©arrow prejudices, is thinking /// of you, I 
really mud learn a new leflbn in language 
and fentimeht, before I venture to difcufs 
fuch a fubjeft with you again ; for, to tell 
you the truth, i was paying you a compli- 
ment, according to my poor apprehenfion, 
which I ftiould have been highly flattered to 
receive txiyfelt:' 
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^^ I am always ready to take a thing in the 
light it is meant3 Lady Grantin ; and with* 
out difcuffing what^ro?!^ affections^ attended 
with exemption from prejudices^ might lead 
to, I (hall only fay, that I am not ambitious 
of attaining to fuch preeminence^ but, on 
the contrary, very particularly anxious that 
Prince Poliniki may not be led to fufpedt me 
6[ a philofophic fuperiority, fo greatly beyond 
»y prctenfions." 

•* Upon my life, Riverfdale, you take this 
in fo different a light from what I could have 
fuppofed, and fport ideas fo very confined^ 
that I begin to think I have miftaken you 
altogether, and that you are only fit to be- 
come a parfqn's wife, and retire into fome 
fequeRered parfonage, there to aflift fpoufy 
to compofe his orthodox fabba^h day admo- 
nitions, and watch over the morals of hia 
ruftic charge, and viflt the fick, aid comfort 
the afflided, and bear him a child every year, 
and fucRle it, — Ah Gad ! the very thoughts 
of fuch a life makes me fick ; I muft fly to 
Caravallo to recover my fpirits, for I declare 
a converfation with you is enough to give me 
a fit of the vapours at any time; and it 
aftualJ/ is the very hour at whkVv 1 a^^jQ^tvte.^ 

-^5 ^ 
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bim to attend me on liorfeback to the Bois 
de Boulogne** 

And away (he flew, leaving me not a little 
jfurprifed at what had paiTed, and altnofl.as 
tiiuch difturbcd at the eafy confidential foot- 
kig upon which (he affeds to be with Couat 
Caravallo^ as with her unaccountable pro 
pofal in regard to the Prince. 

Why he (hould have left it to Lady 
Grantin, to inform hisfriendy Louifa Riverf^ 
dale, of the diflTolution of his engagement, I 
do not quite underfland, nor is my mind at 
leifure to inveftigate : one only anxiety oc- 
curs upon the fubjeft : it is not, I truft, 
poflSble, that, in revolving the paft, he iliould 
iee any caufe to fear that the communication 
fhould awaken thoughts in me of the nature 
to which Lady Grantin alludes. Such a fup- 
pofition would, indeed, lower me, and mor- 
tify me in the extreme — but I am fure I 
Yrrong him in admitting the idea for a mo- 
ment. 



24/A. — Lady Grantin introduced an enter- 
taining charafter here laft night. A French- 
woman, her particular friend^ who values 
hcrfclf upon preferring every thing that is 
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EngliCh to every thing that is French -, aM 
whom it is her ladyfhip's favourite amufe* 
meat to expofe. 

The Vicomteffe de Lanfranc's rcafon for 
wifhing at this moment to be introduced to 
Madame de Sainval, was the having been 
told that there was an Eriglidiwoaian flaying 
in the houfe with her. She has already, it' 
fcems, made more than one attemi>t to this 
eSt& ; but Madame de Sainval had fho^ii 
herfelf fo averfe, that none of her own coterie 
wotJd undertake it. Lady Grantin, how* 
ever, did ^ot know this, or did not care, and 
brought her, de but en blanc^ to the diver-* 
fion of the whole company, and Count Ca- 
ravallo in their. fuite. 

The Vicomteffe would be a very affeftea 
Frenchwoman, if flie confined herfelf to het 
national and natural abfurdities ; and to thefb 
(he fubjoinsali that the moft miftaken -4wgr/o* 
manic can fupply her with. Her ufual 
evening drefs, iri her own fociety, is a riding- 
habit^ and as (he bad dined in a friendly 
ws^y. with Lacly Gran\in, and taken her en 
petit loge to the ItalienSy Lady Grantin had 
nialicioufly perfuaded her that her coftume 
was quite appropctaitt^ a£COtd\n^ lo^xv^x^ 

p 6 
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ideaSy to an accidental call upon Madame dc 
Sainvaly who (he believed would be nearly 
alone : the coterie^ however, happening to 
fup here, the joke fucceeded beyond her 
own hopes. 

The peculiarity of her appearance would 
probably have raifed a titter and a whifper in 
an Englifh company, that would foon have 
made her fenfible of the impropriety; but 
here, where yJiw/r vivre curbs every natural 
^expreffion, all external appearance of furprife 
Was checked ; and it was only l>y '^ un petit 
mot de perfifflage^'' now and then addrefied 
to herfelf, that (he was pointed out to ridi* 
cule. 

I^ady Grantm introduced us to each 
other. '* A fault that will immediately 
ftirike you in Mifs Riverfdale, Vifcountefs/* 
(aid (he, ^^ is, that (he fpeaks French as well 
as (he does £ngli(h." 

" Ah I but,, at all events," theVifcountefa 
replied, ^* it muft be that (he gives fo great 
preference to her own toi^e, that I (hall be 
happy to make my court to her, in (peaking 
It." 

I was aftonifhed at her pronunciation: 
it bjb goodj that her idiom is really the only 



MISS RIVSRSDALB. 6l 

thing that betrays her not being an Englifb- 

woman* 

I faidy that the preferable language to me 
was always that which was moft agreeable to 
the company I happened to be in. 

•• Ah, you are very polite ; but it is im- 
poffiUe to compare our infignificant jargon 
with the energy and richnefs of the Englilh/' 

^ Peiiiaps in writing we have the advan^ 
tage; but in converfation there is a playful 
animated grace in the French—" 

•* Ah fie !** (he interrupted, " you do 
not deferve the honour to be Englifh, if you 
fee any thing good in any other nation/' 

<< Don't give Madame de Lanfranc credit 
for that fpeech, Mifs Riverfdale,'* cried Lady 
Grantin; ^ (he means it as aftroke offatire^ 
and fair enough too." 

^* Jefu Maria !" exclaimed Madame de 
LanfranCt *' none but you, my lady, will 
(ufpeA me ever tQ find fault with your na- 
tion. What I would fay was very clear; and 
I am fo perfuaded myfelf of Englith fuperi* 
ority, that I never fuffer my daughter to hear 
another language. My own woman, her 
govemefs, my jockey, who arc the only fer- 
vants that approach heo are ail En^VvQcv *> ^tA 
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I have the pleafure to fay, that (he is as per- 
fe<5tly ignorant of her mother tongue, as if 
(he had never been in France." 

'* C^eft inoui r' exclaimed Madame dc 
Sainval, laughing, who had jiift come to- 
wards us, " comment vous pretenddx que 
ce foil un merite cL Mademoifelle voire jSlte^ 
que de ne pas /avoir fa langue ! Maisji elk 
ejt dejlinie ^ pojerfa vie en France autant 
vaudroit il^ qii'elle fit t four de ou miiette */' 

" Heaven preferve my child from the 
. misfortune to pafs her life in France!" re- 
plied the Vifcoixntefs. " I have taken means 
to aflure the contrary, by propofing her in 
maniage to Mylord Lillingborough . for his 
fon; and every thing is agreed Between us.V* 

" Lord LillingbcMTOugh, my dear !*' cried 
Lady Grantin ; " why his fon is not above 
twelve years old now, and the great eft black- 
guard at Eton ; refiding in the north of Ire'r 
land, befides." 

** Ah, that comes to the fame ; England 
or Ireland, I make no difference. '* . 

• 

* It is inconceivable that you (bould reckon it a me* 
rit in your daughter not to underftand her own Ian- 
gaage ; if Ihe be to pafs her life in France, fhc might 
as well be deaf and dumb. * ^ 



1 
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'^ IFe do a good deal, though, I can tell 
you/* faid Lady Gran tin, laughing ; " but 
you (hould have your daughter taught to 
play at cricket, if you intend to match her 
with Lord Sligo." 

" Do not believe I have neglefted that," 
replied Madame de Lanfranc, very gravely ; 

" jny jockey is of the Duke of 's 

fchool, and furpafles all his contemporaries in 
aftivity and Ikill." 

" And he aftually gives leflbns t6 your 
daughter ?" faid Lady Grantin. 

*• Affuredly ; and to my daughter's mo- 
ther likewife, and learns us to ride in the 
EngliQi faftiion, befides/* 

" To rife in your faddle, and leap a five- 
barred gate, I fuppofe ?" laughing. 

" Ah, that will come certainly; we are 
not fo far yet. You laugh, Lady Grantin, 
l)CGaufe you have been fo long from your 
own country, you forget its cuftoms; but 
nay friend. Lady Wellington, told me at Spa, 
it is the firft perfeftion in an Englifti lady to< 
hunt the foxes ; and her father was lb eager 
for her to excel in it, that (lie was fet on 
horfeback before (he could walk, and could 
call off the dogs before [he fpoke p\a\n,*\ 
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" And bad knocked out three of her teeth, 
by a &I1 in leaping, and loft the ufe of. her 
thumb, by the burfting of her gun, before 
(he was fifteen/' added Lady Grantin, laugh« 
ing : " (he reached perfeftion very early." 

** That is the fortune of war,*' Madame 
de Lanfranc replied ; *' but fuch accidents 
are rare ; and I know very well that moft 
Englifh ladies pafs one half of their time 
among horfcs and dogs : and the laft lady 
with whom my jockey lived, declared Ihe 
conHdered them as more conducive to health, 
and more rational alfo, than half the fine 
people in London." 

" And we are, perhaps, more indebted 
than we fufpeft to the indulgence of thefc 
ftable and kennel propeniities, for the great 
improvements of late in the breed of our 
nobility,** faid Lady Grantin. 

" Lady Grantin always puts malice every 
where,'* faid the Vifcountefs to me. 

Madame de Sainval inquired whether Ma- 
dame de Lanfranc played trifette, bofton^ or 
loto. — 

She never played any game but back^ 
gammon or alt-fours. 
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" What were thofe ? Could I play them ?" . 
Madame de Sainval aiked. 

I really did not know either. 

"J^A*- Maria! what affedation in an 
Englilii woman!" the Vifcountefs exclaimed. 

" Mifs Riverfdale is excufable," Lady 
Gnmtin obferved; " (lie has been out of 
England ever fince (he was fix years old/' 

■ This vifibly lowered my confequence with 
Madame de Lanfranc. 

Lady Grantin then fat down to all-fours 
with the Vifcountefs, afluring her that it was 
the only game played in the fafhionable 
circles in London, and pinned Count Cara- 
vallo down to her elbow to teach it him. 4 

Madame de Lanfranc called for a glafs of 
eaufucrie *» and drank it off. 

^* Ah mon Dieu^ que c*eft Anglais^!'* 
exclaimed my partner. 

" Maisfe vous demandeji on pent pot^ffer 
fAnglomanie i ce point de mat honniteti 
laX?'* faid another. 

* Cold water, in which fome lamps of fugar are 
di/Tolved. 

f Good God! how Englifli! 

t But is it conceivable that the Anglomania can be 
CArried to fach 4 height of indecorum \ 
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** I believed eau facrtc not to be a boijon 
Anglaifey' I faid ; and entreated to be in- 
formed in what its extreme mal-honnSteti 
. confifted ? * 

Was it poflible that I, who was fo well 
bred, did not know that it was contrary to 
all the rules of decency to call for drinkbe- 
tween meals, without at leaft alking the per;- 
miffion of the lady of the houfe, and drink- 
ing it in a corner, with your back to the com- 
pany ? 

How fortunate that I faved the credit of 

my good breeding, by not happening ta be 
thirfty, for my perfeft igrlofancc of this pecu- 

■ liarity might have led me into the very fame 
-breach of decorum ; but. tben I Qiould have 
met with compaffionate indulgence, from 

. really being an Englifhwoman. 

When fupper was announced, it opened a 
new fource of amufement. Madame de 
Lanfranc would not quit her game, and de- 
fired that her jockey (whom (he always carries 
about with her to wait behind her chair at 
meals, as others do their footman) might 
bring her a beef-fteak into the fallon. 

Martel looked puzzled ; but as it feems 
to he a rule with a Frenchman never to ae- 
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knowledge himfelf at a lofs, he walked off 
without aiking any queftions, and ordered 
the jackqufe of Madame de la Vicomtefle to 
carry her de la betrave *. 

She was indignant at the miflake, ^and 
more fo to find that there was no fuch thing 
to be had, although (lie offered her jockey to 
Madame de Sainval, to inftruft her cook 
how to do it : (he coUld not have conceived 
that, with an EngliQi woman in the houfe, 
there could have been any doubt of getting a 
beef-ileak, or (he (hould not have been guilty 
of foch an indifcretion as to mention it ; 
howeviery a Welch rabbit would do as well ; 
which, with theaffiftanceof Flora, was pro- 
cured ; and for porter (be was at no lofs, as 
her jockey always takes a bottle of it with 
him for her wherever (he goes. 

All this, improved upon, and made the 
moft of, by Lady Grantin's wickednefs, was 
more laughable than I can reprefent it upon 
paper/ 

Madame de Lanfranc has made a point of 
our going to drink tea, d I'Anglaife^ and fiip 
with her on Saturday; from which Lady 
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Grantin forefees great diverfion, and would 
not let Madame de Sainval excufe herfelf, as 
(he was much inclined to do, 

^mong other inducements for accepting 
the invitation, Lady Grantin told me it was 
my only chance for feeing my old friend, Lord 
Grantin, who is attache au char of the 
Countefs de Senlis, Madame de Lanfranc*s 
filler ^ a far prettier woman, and a chai ming 
mufician. " You may wonder,'' (he added, 
*' at my making fuch favourable mention of 
a rival ; but the truth is, that I am excef- 
fively obliged to her for taking him off my 
hands> for he is really grown fo intolerably 
jealous, and obflinately wrong-headed of 
late, that, to be candid with you, my dear 
Riverfdale, I am by no means the happy 
woman I expedted to be ; and have much to 
fay tbyou upon that fubjedt, when I can find 
an opportunity."- 

But I am not very anxious to afford this . 
opportunity, my dear brother; for I fee very 
clearly, that the part of Lady Grantin's confi- 
dante is neither reputable nor deiirable: 
I have little chance of doing her good, and 
(lie might (at lead in the eye of the world) 
do we much evil. 
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You are probably furpriled at not hearing 
any thiog of Monfieur de Sainval's fitter all 
this while, Madame de Balfins, from whofe 
petite maitrifCy and pretenfions to fcience, 
you would expert fome amufement ; but (he 
lives quite in a different coterie from that 
of the Marchionefs, and except occafionally 
coming to eat her poulet here, after which 
flic condefcends to/aire la partie of Ma- 
dame de Valence at piquet, until the heur 
du/pectacle^ we fee nothing of her. 



Q.^tJi. — Did you know, dear Henry, that 
Lady Belfont had any foreign connexions ? — 
Sir George Rutland propofcs to Madame dc 
Sainval, to Ihow me Saint-Cyr, where he is 
commiffioned by Mr. Stanville to fee a nun, 
whom he believes to be his relation — Mr. 
Stanvi lie's relation, I mean, and of courfe 
Lady Belfont's : it is odd (he fliould not 
have mentioned her — 

Sir George cannot be admitted beyond 
the parloir of courfe ; but would requeft <rf 
Madatpe de Remines to (how us the interiour 
of the convent. Madame de Sainval has 
never feen it hcrfeif, and urges tne \o ^o \ \ 
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Hiould like it, but hefitate from unwilling- 
nefs to throw myfclf unneceiTarily into Sir 
George Rutland'^ way, who difcovers an 
increafing. partiality, that is very' diftrefling 
to me. Madame de Salnval contends, that 
it is affeded in me to decline it — 

And here (he comes to tell me the car- 
riage is at the door, and (he will-take no de« 
nial — 



26th. — We were highly gratified with the 
fight of Saint-Cyr; but our curio(ity is on 
the rack. — Madame de Remines Is not re- 
lated to Mr. Stanville, but nearly connected 
with fome one in whom he is deeply intc- 
refted, as we guefs — though perhaps that 
may not be the cafe either — 

However, you (hall hear. 

Sir George went in firft, alone, and re- 
turned to us in about ten minutes, with a 
civil meflage from Madame de Remines/ 
We were conduced into the parloir, where 
»re found her behind the grille. What % 
melancholy fenfation does the fight of it 
U)fpire 1 I never was in . a Dunn^ry biefoiie. 
Her appow^mce^ .hftwever,. might . wcQncilt 
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one to it ; fhe looked chjcerful and contented. 
She held an interefting little girl by the hand, 
who inftantly caught Madame de Sainval's 
fancy ; and upon inquiry, finding it to be 
the daughter of a friend in Dauphint^, (he 
requefted the child to be fpared to her for 
the day. 

Madame de Remines regretted (lie could 
not oblige her. " We have to thank your 
friend. Sir,*' to Sir George, *' for having lod 
the difcretionary power of complying with 
fuch requefts : the rigour of every convent in 
and about Paris has been increafed by his 
tfclandre^ and well were it for him that this 
proved its wor(t confequence— '* 

Sir George coloured — looked embarraflcd, 
and evidently wiihing to interrupt her, 
faid, " My good mother, will you take 
compaflion upon thefe ladies, who are dying 
with impatient curiofity to fee the interiour of 
this celebrated community? I have given 
tbcm hopes of obtaining this favouj from 
your indulgence." 
\ With the mod obliging readinefs (he 
agreed to. the propofalj and feeming cquajly 
unconfcipus of SirG^prge'a eflibarraflToic^l;, 
I an4 of the^ in^iAtm .lo^hi «f . fuF£«ife .>«^V^V 
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had rivetted Madame de SainTal^'s penetrating 
eyes upon her, fhe went round to meet us at 
the door which the/(7wr/^r^had now opened 
for us. 

That / partook in the furprife, as well as 
in the anxiety, you will not doubt ; I truft, 
however, I did not (how it. 

We entered this magnificent building with 
a fenfe of awe and veneration, which we mu- 
tually acknowledged to each other after- 
wards, and accounted for, by our refpeft and 
admiration for Madame de Sevign^, whofe 
frequent and impreffive mention of this cfta- 
blifliment confers a claflical dignity upon it. 

Madame de Remines led the way to Ma- 
dame de Maintenon's apartment, .where her 
bed — her arm-chair — her table — ^her inkftand 
—nay, the very pen (he had laft written 
with, are left, with religious reverence, in the 
fame fpot and fituation as during her life- 
lime. Soeur Ther6fe, and foeur Ur(ule,bad ^ 
now joined la mJire de Remines, to affift ] 
in doing the honours of the foundation ; and 
their affeftion and reverence for their founder ; 
flowed in full chorus with fuch copious ra- 
pidity^ that it was difficult tofeledt apy real 
-information relatiTC to her from it* She 
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(ecmed ftill fo perfedly alive in their minds, 
as altmyOi to obliterate the idea in ours, that 
Ihe had been dead near a century ; and it was 
fcarce poffible to efcape the contagion of tlieir 
enthufiafm. We vifited her tomb : — her 
pifture decorates various parts of the houfe, 
and has an expreflion of mild, pious loveli- 
iiefs, which I was not prqp^red to exped in 
it. 

Every part of the inftitution is dill carried 
on upoQ her original plan : and it is extra- 
ordinary to fee what attention (he paid to 
confirming, by praftice, the maxims of the 
ftriS:ejR: domeilic economy. It could h^ardly 
have been expefted, that, where nobility is 
.an indifpenfable requifite for admiffion, every 
fpecies of houfewifery (hould be praftically 
inculcated, even to the walhing and getting 
up their own linen ; and upon this ground- 
work, the good nuns fuperinduce as much 
of accomplifliments as they are themfelves 
miftrefles of; for mafters are not admitted 
within the walls: they (ing, therefore, and 
dance, as in the time of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, which is a curiofity in itfelf. They 
alfo recite and declaim little dramatic moral 
dialogues; but not, I believe, quite ia the 

VOL. I J I. E * 
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ftylc that they formerly adted Eftlier and 
Athalie, or Madame de Sevignfe would have 
been lefs rapturous in their praife : of this, 
however, I fpeak more from Madame de 
Sainval's opinion than my own, as my atten- 
tion was juft then called off, by the appear- 
ance of a whifper between her and the Merc 
de Remines, which forcibly ftruck- me to 
relate, to what had paffed in tht par loir: I 
was, however, miftaken, bu£ my thoughts 
were fo abforbed, as to make me perfeflly 
unmindful of what was going on, till the 
bell for vcfpers roufedme from my reverie, 
by the fudden flop and commotion it occa- 
fioned; when the girls, inftantly arranging 
themfelves by two and two into their clafles, 
vrhich are diftinguiflied by different coloured 
ribands, proceeded to the chapel. Had we any 
ebjeftion to fee them at their devotions ? — 
it was, on the contrary, what we wifhed. 

We were (hown into the tribune of the 
good old Lady Abbefs, who, by her appear- 
ance, might almoft have pafled for a contem- 
porary of Madame de Maintenon ; and it 
was not the lead curious part of our enter- 
tainment, to fee the accuracy with which the 
^Ihcs performed the evolutions of kneelingt 
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rlfing, and turning round to th^ ftroke of a 
faammer. Would not our good dean have 
faid, upon thh occafion, What was to be ex« 
pedied from a religion thus hammered into 
them ? or is this pun even too bad for him f 

From the chapel they agaiti proceeded, by 
two and two, to the refeftoire; and upon our 
obferving the extreme quietnefs with which 
they proceeded, ^* Nos demoijelles rf-ont la 
liberM de purler qxianx heures de recria- 
<«>n*,'* faid foeur Therefe, 

Madame de Remines observed, with 
complacency^ upon this peculiarity of their 
inflitution. 

^ Ouida /'* cried the Marchionefs, ** vantez 
vous de ravir ainji aufexefes droits f vous nc 
favez done pas ma mhre^ qtC^i leur entrie 
dans le monde, il en refuUe une indigejiion 
de paroles y. qu'on appelle, le mal de Saint 
Cyrf." 

• Oar yovng ladies have the liberty of xwnvcrfing 
only at play hours* 

f Truly you have canfe to boail of thus robbing the 
fex ^ its privilege! You are probably not aware, my 
{ood mother, of the alarming confequences that arife 
from it upon their entrance into the world. Young 
ladies are HaUe to a diforder, occaiioned by an indi- 
geiUon of words, which goes by the name of the Di& 
eafc ofSr. Cjkt. 

E z 
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" Madajiie la Marqiufe Cadine^\ the 
good mother, anfwered 5 *' but the fadl is, 
that the habit of filence becomes fo natural 
to them, that I have been told, an 61eve of 
Saint Cyr may always be recognized in thc^ 
great world by the temperance of her tongue, 
as well as by the ftriftnefs of her moral con- 
" duft, which I have fcarcely ever- heard a 
deviation from." 

" The inftance of Sir George Rutland's 
friend, to which you alluded in the parloir^ 
had then, probably, fome very peculiar cir- 
cumftandSs attending it ?'* interrupted Ma- 
dame de SainvaL 

** It did not occur in our convent,'* re- 
plied Madame de Remines; ** indeed it 
cmdd not — but I was going to mention ano- 
ther very particular attention we pay to our 
young ladies — " 

" Excufe my interrupting you, ma Tnkre^^ 
faid Madame de Sainval ; *^ but I am very 
particularly interefted in what relates to Sir 
George Rutland's friend, and have a fingular 
curiofity to know the event to which you fo 
pointedly alluded ; and, as it did not occur 
^ in your own convent, you are furely at li- 
berty to . . /' 
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•* Excufc 7n€j my dear lady, if I make 
exception, upon tkis occafion, to the gene- 
rally received opinion 6f the indifcreet com- 
municativcnefs belonging, to a life of fcclu- 
fion. Had I any thing favourable to tell, I 
might be lefs guarded ^ but a tale of fcaiulal 
(hall never originate with the Mere dc Re- 



mines." 



Madame de Sainval looked difconcerted, 
and made feme indiftinft apology for her in- 
difcretion j and I'^ felt — I really, my dear 
brother, cannot defcribe to you what — cer* 
tainly a little difappointed. 

Madame de Remines refumed the fubjeft 
neareft her heart, and faid, that what they 
paid the ftrideft attention to, and confidercd 
as of the greateft efficacy towards fecuring- a 
girl's morals, was the never fuffering them 
to be for an inflant alone; for that was al- 
ways the time feized upon by the evil fpirit 
to inftil mifchief into their minds > and tdis 
is fo rigoroufly adhered to, that if a young 
perfon were but fent into the next room to 
fetch a ikain of thread, another is diredled 
to accompany her. 

Upon afterwards mentioning this to Sir 
George, he reco]Je(5led an illiberal \Ae;^ ol 

JB 2 



7^ IBTTEES Ol^ . 

Doftor Johnfon*5 to the fame effeft ; but I 
cannot now tell you exaftly where, or what* 

We had the pleafure to obtain a holiday 
for the Aleves (which is a favour never re- 
fufed to vifitors from curiofity, as -they 
rarely occur, fop it requires particular intereft 
to obtain admittance), and faw them run at 
liberty in their large fine garden, jump, and 
talk without reilraint, and ihdeed without 
meafure. I (hould not omit to mention 
their drefs, which is like that of charity chil- 
dren, but either peculiarly unbecoming, or 
young French women are plainer than thofe 
of any other nation I have happened to fee ^ 
for they have not even the youthfol grace^ 
that is independent of aftual beauty, rout)4* 
nefs of form, and frelhnefs of complexion. 

At our return into the parloir, where the 
grille again feparated us from our conduc- 
trefles. Sir George had his watch in his hand, 
and with an evident look of anxiety (as it 
ftruck both Madame de Sainval and myfclf; 
left the former converfation (hould be re- 
newed) he haftily faid, " I fear we are paft 
the hour at which I beard the Marchionefe 
appoint Leonard." 
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She thanked him, with an ironical fmile^ 
for his attention > and we took our leave. 

But Madame de Remines*s words to Sir 
George, as we we Ait out of the door, when 
(he probably believed us to be out of hear- 
ing, arretted our fteps. '' Heaven forgive 
him !** faid (he, " for impeding iinefi belte 
vocation s I never can." • 
. I felt myfelf turn pale, and my heart al- 
mod ceafed to beat : Madame de Sainval, 
by an involuntary ftart, (howed that the 
fame idea had ftruck her. I hurried into the 
carriage. Sir George led the converiation to 
the regulations of Saint Cyr. 

^* I have always entertained doubts, in 
regard to Madame 'de Mainlenon's merits/* 
fald Madame de Sainval; " but furely this 
one inftitution ought to immortalize theni^ 
Such admirable regulations, fuch judicious 
attention to the mod minute things ! anid 
yet, it fecms, even thefe have been known 
tp fail,'* iignificantly. 

" In the great number, it is impoffible 
that an exception (hould not occafionally 
arife j but I really have heard it remarked, by 
fenfible Frenchmen, that in general you may 
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know a lady of Saint Cyr by the dignity and 
propriety of her manners and conduft." 

Was it to your kind concern for my ap- 
pearance at the Duchefs de L — — s great 
fupper to night, my good Sir ?'* faid Madame 
de Sainval, " or to the fear of Madame de 
Remines^s indifcretion, that I am indebted 
for your recoUedion of my appointment with 
Leonard?^' 

•" I candidly confefs," replied Sir George, 
** that I did not wi(h the good mother to 
recur to a fubjeft that might expofe a friend 
to blame.*' 

" Mr ^ Sianville h indtbtti to you for, 
taking more care of his repotationi than he 
feems to have dcJne himfelf.*' 

I gafped for breath — 1 would have given 
the world to check my friend's well-meant, 
but furely indilcreet zeal. I touched her 
foot— 

" I do not think that either Madame de 
Remines, or myfelf, faid any thing that 
could particularly attach to Mr. Stanville," 
Sir George replied. " She is acquainted- 
with feveral of my friends ; and I do not fed 
entitled to vindicate one of them at the ex- 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 8l 

penfe of another. The circumftance has 
fortunately tnade its way but little into the 
world, owing to the care and filence of thofe 
immediately concerned- Excule me there- 
fore. Madam," very gravely, " if, upon a 
* {ubjeft of fo delicate a nature, I confider my- 
felf bound to withhold, even from you, in- 
formation which you feem fo particularly in- 
terefted to obtain." 

I fat upon thorns. 

Madame de Sainval was aware (he had gone 
toe fsLTj and endeavoured to turn it off in 
joke. ** You are indulgent, indeed, Sif 
Geoiige, if you always give to a woman*s idle 
curiofity the credit of particular meaning. I 
thank you in the name of my fex,'' faid the 
gayly. 

He fmiled, but gave no anfwer; and I 
much doubt her having fucceeded in doing 
away the impreffion her inquifitivenefs had 
feemed to make. 

Sir George turned his eyes anxioufly upon 
me, as I let ,down the glafs for air. The 
motion of a carriage does, you know, forae* 
times make me giddy } and I earneftly hope 
be did not attribute to any other caufe the 

^ 5 
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frequent changes of colour, of which I was 
fenfible in myfelf. 

" You are far from ftrong yet, Louifa," 
obferved the Marchionefs, wiQiing to account 
to him for them ; " this little excurfion has 
been almoft too much for you ; I fliall not 
take you to the Duchefs*s circle to night." 

It was, perhaps, my own confcioufnefs that 
interpreted the expreffion of Sir George Rut- 
land's countenance, at that moment, into 
incredulity. 

Certainly, as he fays, he has no right to 
exculpate one friend at the expenfe of anov 
ther J but why attempt to make a myftery of 
a thing that flill muft have made fome noife ? 
fince Madame de Remines faid it had in- 
crcjifed the watchfulnefs of all the convents 
in and about Paris; Madame de Sainval is 
iure, that, by means of this clew, Ihe (hall 
come at it among fome of her own connec- 
tions ; meanwhile (he feems inclined to exo- 
nerate Mr. Stan>ille from the fuffMcion^ be- 
caufe Sir George*s evident partiality to me,, 
and my no lefs evident preference of^ Mr. 
Stanville, mud very naturally, (he thinks^ 
have Ifid hiox to kt the blame have attached 

5 
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to Mr. Stanville, which he had no hand in 
affixing, if it really was incurred by him. 

And after all, what is it to me, my dearcft 
brother ? I am out of the queftlon, you know». 
at any rate, that is very clear. 

But what does M^ame de Sainval mean^ 
by faying »ijr evident preference for Mr. 
Stanville? evident only to herfelfy I truft» 
or it would be too mortifying 

Sir Geoige Rutland fays, that Mr. Stan-^ 
TiUe came to Paris with the intention of pro* 
ceeding to the foutfa of France;, but had 

4 

fuddenly altered his mind, and returned to 
England. We had underftood that ke Was 
entrufted by the AmbafTadbr with dif|iatchesb 
of importance > but §ir George did not conr- 
firm the idea, that they^ were the caufe of bi» 
change of pkn. 

There is a ftrange veli of myftery hang^ 
around him, and an apparent incon(i(leaey---» 
So much the better \, \ am glad to difcover 
his faults, and dwell upon, then^ — Did E 
&ot> however, promifib you to avoid the 
fubjed ? Ah^ how true the fcng I 

** Ertpenfant qu^ilfmt £»*M Pouilk 

JE 4 
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27M. — This is Madame de Lanfranc's 
evening. We fee Mouffeau* in the after- 
noon, and then proceed to her Thi d 
VAnglaife: 

I have had an interefting coiiverfation with ' 
Monfieur de Sainval, which gives more 
ground for hope that I may in time be the 
fortunate means of bringing about a recon- 
ciliation: but it has engroifed fo much of 
the morning, that I cannot now give you ' 
the particulars; ^ demain^ therefore, fw 
that ; I have but half an hour left to drefs* 
xnyfelf before dinner ; for I cannot adopt the 
French cuftom of dining en deJhabilU when 
no other guefts are expeded, but the men 
who have their daily convert .- it has an ap- 
pearance of flovenlinefs, that ftiocks my Eng-4 
lilh ideas; befide the extreme unpleafant- 
Jiefs of fitting down to your toilette the in* 
ftant you have done eating. 



9 

Saturday evejiingj or rather Sunday 
morningy — for it is paft one ; but a hint 

♦ A country houTe» juft out of the gates of Paris^ 
due belonged to the late Duk« of Orleans^ 
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from the Ambaflador, thafhe was difpatch- 
ing a meffenger this morning who could con- 
vey my pacquet, joined to the total abfence 
of any propenfity to fleep, induces me to 
finilh it now. 

\ left you, to drcfs myfelf ; and forely did I 
repent of my havir>g indulged in this fingula- 
jity,when I found only Sir George Rutland 
in the dining-room with Madame de Sainval, 
who was literally en peignoir *, and retired 
to her toilette the inftant (he had taken her 
cofec, where Ihe would not fufFer us to at- 
•tend her, on account, (he faid, ofthefmall- 
ne6 and clofenefs of the room, in this un- 
commonly warm weather for the feafon ; buf 
her mtention was clearly to afford him an op- 
portunity of entering upon the topic, which I 
moft wilh to avoid. The Marchionefs is 
fcfs kind to me upon this fubjeft than upon 
any other; (he does not enter into my feel- 
ings. The French idea of an eftabli(hment 
at all events, has more weight with' her, 
than I think upon this occaiion it ought : it 
is, however, perhaps unreafonable to expeft 
to diveft a Frenchwoman wholly of French 
ideas, 

• Dreffin^ gowa» 



86 LEtTERS OF 

la (hort» the faft is, that, in fpite ormy 
entreaties and remonflrances, (he gives him 
every opportunity of difturbing his oy/n 
peace, and diftreffing me. I truft, however, 
this laft will prove definitive ; the particulars 
of our convertation you (hall alfo have to 
morrow; fuffice it for the prefent to fay, , 
that he is an honourable, generous, noble- 
minded man, whofe eileem I (hould be flat**^ 
tered to fecure ; and though I have been 
very explicit, I hope I have entitled myfelf 
to be confidered as — noi ungenerous^ at leaft>. 
in return. 

But I haften to give you an account of our 
evening, left, by deferring, any part of its 
fpirit might evaporate, which would really 
be a lofs. 

Lady Grantin came, attended by Count 
Caravallo, to be of the party to Moufleau^ 
She r^id Lord Grantin had perfuaded Ma- 
dame de Lanfranc and her fifter to meet us. 

When we arrived there> we were informed 
they were juft gone into the gardens. 

•« Wfe Ihall eafily find them,*' faid Ladjr 
Grantin^ *^ provided we can catch a peep 
here and there between the buildings.'* . 
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" The buildings! in the plea/ure ground^ 
docs your ladyfhip mean ?" 

" Yes ; don't you know that Mouffeau is 

le gardc'tneuble des jardins ct r Anglaife* ?'* 

If you faw Mouffeau when you were here, 

Henry, the juftnefs of the idea will ftrikc 

you. 

We foon overtook tlie Vifcountefs in her 
riding habit and half boots, who was fo ex- 
tafiie at every ftep, that (he did not more 
on very faft :. (he had feen it frequently be- ' 
fore^ but was now doing the honours of it 
' to a young £ngli(hman» whom Lord Grant ia 
bad introduced to her : of his Lord(hip and 
the Countefs de Senlis ^here was no appear- 
ance; nor was any inquiry made after them, 
*' Ah! that divine windmill!'* exclaimed 
the Vifcountefs, juft as we came in view of 

it. 

" I (hould have thought it might have 
been fpared in the garden^** faid Sir George, 
who had juH run up the little eminence which 

. * In ailafiOQ to tlie Garde^muhle it la CMronnf, 
^mhich, is a ftorehoufe for the fuminer fnraiture in win« 
in, and the winter furnitare in fttBuner» belonging to 
the different royal palace*. 
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commands Mont Martre^ " fince the chief 
objedV in view here is covered with them." 

" And the advantage of gaining a little 
room would have been confiderable,** I bb- 
fcrvedi 

" But the Duke told me himfelf it would 
not be 2ijardin i rAnglaife without one/* 
faid the Vifcountefs. 

^ Afluredly," cried Lady Grantin, *• a 
^ mill is as neceflary an objeft in a nobleman's 
pleafure-ground, as a piggery. I fuppofe 
you know, Vifcountefs, that pigs are held 
in fuch refpeft with us, as* to have maufo^' 
leums erefted to their memory ?" 

Madame de Lanfranc was charmed with 
the novelty of this idea. She is juft laying 
out ajrarrf/w ^ VAnglaife at Neuilly, which, 
with Lady Grantin's affiftance, is likely to 
become an exquifite fpecimen of EngliQi 
tafte. - 

*• What diftancc is ufually allowed be- 
tween your buildings ?*' inquired Madame 
de Lanfranc. 

*' The fize of your ground muft determine 
that," Lady Grantin anfwered with quick- 
nefss left any one elfe ihould have had the 



• 
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charity to point out to her the folly of crowd- 
ing into fix acres, as it is here, what might, 
with fome propriety, have been extended 
over fix hundred. 

" Is this fcrpentint i^iver well imitated ?'* 
Cwd the Vifcountefs, as we came to an Al- 
pine bridge over a rill, confined between low 
brick walls, about fix feet acrofs at the 
wideft, but in many parts not above . two ; 
" does it refemble that in your Hyde 
Park?" 

" Ccmme deux gouttcs d'Eau^^' replied 
Lady Grantin *• 
A general laugh enfued. 
Madame de Sainval, whofe bile had been 
a little ftirred (as the French fay) by the 
contemptuous ridicule with which this ad- 
mired little fpot was treated, could not refift 
the opportunity of giving her ladylhip Sicoup 
depatte., 

" While Lady Grantin's candour," flie 
obferved, " leads her to compenfate for repro- 
bating our tafte, by condefcending to borroio 

• ** As two drops of water." An anfwer a6tually 
given by a Freacli wit, upon being aflced whetJbftr Ii? 
thought it like a river. 
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our bon mots^ wc muft be contented to 
confider the account as balanced by the 
implied compliment/* 

" As my candour is not thrown away, I 
perceive, upon Madame de Sainval," re- , 
torted Lady Grantin, " I will carry it ftill 
farther, and forgive her farcafm, in favour of 
its wit/' 

" And in return, I will fupply you with ' 
another bon viotj for fome future opportu* 
nity. A friend of mine, being a/ked whe- ' 
tber he (hould -not like to haye juft fuch a 
place as Mouffeau? anfwered, • Extremely^ 
— for a plateau/* ^ 

" Thank you, Marchionefs^ I will trea- 
sure it up. — ** 

" As a proof, I hope," continued Ma- 
dame de Sainval, " that tbofe who have 
tajle among us, can perceive the exaggcra-^ 
Hon of Moufleau as well as you/' 

" True; but you perhaps confider the 
ridicule as bearing upon Kngl[fii iojle^ whilft 
we are cenfuring the mifapplication of it — ^aa 
for inftance," exclaimed Lady Granting 
jumping over the river, to illuftrate her ol>- 
fervation^ by proving the perf^^f. inutility of 
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^ the bridges, of various defcriptions, that are 
laid acrofs it. 

The lake, the illand, the rock, the ruin» 
the pagoda, &c. ad infinitum^ all, in their 
turn, afforded food for pleafantry, till we 
reached the Jardin d'Hiver ; which is really 
a happy though t> well executed, and is ex- 
ceeded only^ it is faid, in fize and tafte, by 
that of the Emprefs of Ruffia. 

Lady Grant in had taken my arm, and 
led me on before the reft, to communicate 
ibme joke ^ainft Madame de Lanfranc, 
when (he was ftopped (hort, by the fight of 
Lord Grantin in one of the receffes, upon his 
knee before Madame de Senlis, kiffing her 
hand, with forae very rapturous exclama- 
tion. 

1 was confounded. 
. Lord Grantin ftarted up, looking ex- 
tremely filly. 

The Countefs faid playfully, and without 
feeming at all difconcerted, " Eh bien Mi'- 
lor ! voyez done k quoi vos mauvai/es plai- 
fanteries nous expofent * /'* 

And Lady Grantin burft into a violent fit 
of laughter. 

• See to what your foolifli jokea cxpoCc mft. 
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" Upon my word,'* (he at length ex- 
claimed, " I am quite obliged to you^ Ma- 
dame la Comtefle, for reftoring to my lord 
that fpirit of gallantry, which I ufed to ad- 
mire in him, and began to fear was wholly 
extinft/' 

Lord Grantin made an attempt to, laugh, 
but finding it come rather awkwardly, he 
converted it into joy at meeting mc; 

The Countefs, not quite (atisfied with the 
appearance of things, began, *' This betrays 
a fort of fecret to you — my filler has thoughts 
of ading a glay — and we were confidering 
our different part's — '* 

" Thofe you had hit upon were certainly 
very natural," interrupted Lady Grantin, 
ftill laughing-; " but make yourfelf eafy, - 
Countefs, there is nothing betrayed, I aflure 
you." 

The Countefs now looked a little filly alfo: 
Lady Grantin, affefting not to perceive ir, 
called to Count Caravallo, to come and ad- 
mire with what obliging attention to the 
accommodation of his friends, the Duke had 
fitted up thefe pretty little boudoir receflTes, 
which fo happily blend les inicrcUs du cocur 
with general amufement. 
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By this time the red of the party had joined 

us, and we returned to the barrHre, where 

we had left our carriages. 

, When we came to Madame de Lanfranc's, 

her friends wer^ aflembled, and tea was 

i(^y ; and fuch a tea table ! 

It was large enough to admit of twenty 
people, placed in the middle of the room, 
covered with a tablecloth, and fpread over 
with tea equipages (all confiding, by the 
by, of coffee cups\ urns, and a profufion 
oi gateaux of every fort and fize, binoches^ 
€ckaudez — hot buttered rolls, fruit, fweet* 
meats, &c. '&c *. . ' 

We all (at down, and ate and drank as if 
we had been famifhed ; no perfon in parti- 
cular taking charge of the tea pots, but 
every one pouring out for themfelves, and 
repleniftiing the pot as it might happen; 
half filling their cups with fugar and boil«d 
cream, and adding fome of this difcoloured 

* This dercription of the te^-table will not appear 
fo extraordinary, now that fome fafhionable ladies have 
readopted, from the French, what they bilienfed to have 
imitated from us ; aivd that invitations for a The, ex- 
actly upon this plan,^ have adtoally been fent out.ia 
the higher circles. 



94 LETTERS OF 

w^ter, which was Signified with the name of 
tea, aod made un compose delicieuXy they 
faid. 

This bdfre went on for above an hour» 
and then we adjourned to tine lecture. It 
was a tranilation of Macbeth^ done under 
Madame de Lanfranc's own eye; and (he 
propofes to have it performed at the thSdtre 
Francois. It is not poffible to give you aa 
idea of any thing more abfurdly literal* 

The aftonifliment of the French part of • 
the audience, at the incantations, &c. could 
only be exceeded by the diveriion of the 
.Englifli, at the perfect mifconception of ' 
every paflage that we more particularly ad- 
mire. For inftance. 

And pity, like a naked new born babe» 
Striding the tlaft^ or Heaven's cherubim horfed 
Upon t\itjtghtle/s couriers of the air— — 

Et la pitii femhlable a un enfant nouveauni 
Enjambant le zephir, au 6ieu le cilefte chef-uhtH 
Monte fur Us aveugles couriers de Vair 

and a multiplicity of the fame kind, that I do 
not at this moment recoiled. 

Upon being alked by one of them, ** An 
nom de dieu^' what all that galimathias 
j93eaot ? I ventured to obferve upon the ex* 
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treme diiSculty of tranilating an author, 
wkoie meaning was frequently fo obfcure as 
to have puzzled our moil able critics. 

*• Alais voHS m'avouerez que c*€ji vn 
grand defaui puifqn^on tcrit pour Hre lu et 
cempris *." 

Tbc tranflator, whom I had believed to 
be out of the room when I hazarded my ob- 
fervation, now took it up warmly. " Ma/s 
mon dieu pardonnez moi rien n^cjljifacile^^* 
the Englifli only do not underftand Shak- 
fpeare, for want of a fufficient knowledge of 
the French language, in which he abounds. 

" Nothing is more obvious," exclaimed 
Lady Grant in. " A Frenchman alone can 
\ be competent to do juftice to our Englilh 
poet." 

The tranflator made a modeft bow, and 
iaid he (hould have feared to appear pre- 
fomptuous in faying fo. 
' « My dear Sir, your modefty can only be 
I equalled by your talents,'* (he replied. 
J y He was " infinftely flattered'* — ^and pro* 
; tccded to the concluding ad. 

* But foa will allow tkat this is a great fault, fincc 
people write to be cead and imderftood. 

t 1 beg your pardoo/ AOthing ii rerily moit x:&\ • 



r 
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Were I lefs flcepy, you (hould have fome 
of the obfervations that were not intended 
to be overheard, which were diverting beyond 
uieafure ; but I will refume the fubjedt. 

Between every a£t, punch and butteic(i 
toaft were handfid round as rafraichijffcment 
a VAnglaife. 

" Mais vSritablement elle veut nousfairC' 
c revere cettt chere VifcomteJJe * /" faid one 
of her intimates* 

" Xc volts aije pas annoncii unefoireet 
rJnglai/ef r (he replied. 

" Ah pardi om\ fai He en Angleterre 
moiy fays a fecond ; " et je vous reponSy 
que deptiis Ic viovient on Von fort de tahU^ 
jufqua celui de smaller couchei\ il nefe pajc . 
pas un quart d'heure^ qiCon ne vienne vous 
propofer d, manger on cL boireX*'' 

*' Allans Ji c'ejl Cufage^ ilfaut enpajef 

* But in truth this dear Vifcountefs intends to mak^ 
us burfl. 

f Did not I promife you an Englifh evening ? 

X Faith, it is very true, I have been in Kngkndt 
and I give you my word that from the inftant of rifing 
from table, till that of going to bed, a qtfarter of an 
hour does not pafs without your being ofiiared either 
vLftoab or drink. 
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par la*,*' faid another; and fo tliey went 
on, drinking punch and eating toafl. 
The fupper, however, crowned all. 
You know the French always give a con- 
fidcrable rdt^ in the middle, at their fup- 
pers : at the Duchefs de C — 's we had a loin 
of veal 5 at the Prince de L-^*s a leg of mut* 
toiii you will not therefore be furprifed, 
tbat it (houM here be a firioin of beef; but 
when this comes to be fupported by a htai" 
ter*s round at one end, a boiled leg of pork 
at the other; and beef- (leaks, and a roaft goofe 
laid in the middle of a large difh of apple 
iauce at the fides ^ and the remainder of the 
table filled not only with the indifpenfable 
concomitants of peafe pudding, and plumb 
pudding, but with puddings of all forts and 
dimenfions, befide apple dumplins and minced 
pies, you will conceive that the appearance 
muft have been fomewhat grotefque. For 
hors d'ceuvresy toafted cheefe and large plates 
of boiled potatoes. How fuch a colleftion of 
things could have occurred to her there is no 
divining, unlefs her jockey undertook to aft 
as purveyor and cook. 

• Well, if it be the cuftom, there h no help for it. 
f Something r^^^, 

VOL. lit. F 
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The fuppreffed furprife of the French, and 
the fcarcely fuppreffed laughter of the Eng- 
lifti part of the company, formed a very 
charafteriftic contraft. 

They tafted of every thing, faid it was 
" excellent,*' and gave away their plates. 

But when bottled porter and ale came to^ 
be ferved round, inftead of Burgundy and 
Champaigne, and that the Vicomtefle dcr 
clared the minced pies muft not be tafted 
till fhe had mixed burnt brandy with them, 
ihoxr /avoir 'Vivre was quite overpowered, and 
they could not refrain from making faces 
and exclamations in abundance* 

" Diable ! c'eft une plaifanterie ! jamais 

on n^a pris un maudite drogue comme ceile 

* 
la, par plater */* 

** Et des petits p&tes cL Veau de vie /" faid 

another; " Allons done Vicomtejfe^ e^eft fe 

mequer du monde ^ /'* 

^ " Oejl bon pour un corps de garde; mats 

jamais on rCa imagini de Jervir un mets 

• The devil! it's a joke I never could any body 
take fach a curfed drug as this for pleafure. 

t And brandy pies! in truths Vifcountefs, yea 
sre making fools of us. ^ 
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pareil en bonne compagnie * /" exclaimed 
a third. 

The Vi(c6mtefle appealed to Lady Gran* 
tifli who aflerted, that the drogue and the 
petits pdtSs yrttt ferved at the firft tables in 
England. 

Madame de Samvars partiality, led her to 
iiope our tafte might be refcued from the im- 
putation. ** Elte tear en dojuie joliment i 
garder, votre miladi f pas vrai mon 
coeur * ?" faid (he to me. 

I was obliged to plead guilty to the porter 
and the minced pies ; and my friend Teemed at 
s^lois to reconcile this goiit barbare^ with her 
good opinion of the Englifli. 

They went on tafting and wondering, till 
Ibmc of them, from the unufual mixture of 
liquors, became very fick ; others very noify ; 
and when cards were called for after fupper, 
vefy few were able to perform their parts, 
particularly as the Vifcomtefle infilled that 
nothing but whijt Ihould be played, fince' 

• It may be very well at a foldier's mefs, but was 
never introduced into good company, I fancy. 

t Lady Grantin can make them believe ^ny thing ; 
cannot ibe« my dear ? 

F Z 
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the party were equally ignorant of backgam^ 
men, cribbage, and all -fours. 

Could you have fuppofed it poffible to ad- 
here fo literally to £ngli(h materials^, and de« 
viate fo widely from Englidi manners ? 

And now my candles are jufl outj and oiy 
eyes half clofed, and as my letter muft go 
before they may be open again, I fold-— feal 
— direft it^ and then (hall grope my way 
upon tiptoe into Flora's room, that ftie rpay 
iind it upon her table, and difpatcb it the 
firft thing (he does in the morning — 

And fo good night, and farewel, my dear- 
eft friend. 



THE HONOURABLE CHARLES STANVILLE, 
TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE *. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the auguifli of 
my mind, upon being told that you had left 
London ere my letter reached it; though 

• Mr. Stanvilie's narrative is here infcrted, on ac- 
count of a hiatus .of near two months in the journal- of 
Mifs Riverfdale ; ari£ng, it is to be prefumed^ from 
the lofs of the firfl pacquet fhe addreffed to Sir Hejary 
Riverfdale in India. 
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what could your receipt of it have availed ? 
fince the precipitate falling of the (hips made 
a •moment's delay on your part impradi- 
cable; ftill Louifa's brother would then 
have known — what flie, perhaps, never muft 
— how entirely my heart is devoted to his 
lifter— 

Forgive me, Riverfdale, if I fay, that well 
as I liked — much as I had feen to efteem in 
you, during the (hort period of our renewed 
acquaintance) it is the ftrong tie of fraternity 
to Lx>uifa» that has (lamped you with a pre* 
eminence fo marked^ above all thofe I have 
Co much longer loved and efteemed, as to 
entitle you to the exclu(ive confidence, of 
mifery long pent up, which has now increafed 
almoft to madnefs, by the conflift that tor- 
tures my breaft.. 

I am told that my letter was carefully for- 
ivarded ; ftiU it may never reach you. I 
would inftantly proceed to Portfmouth upon 
landing, for the chunce of ftill catching you, 
were not the bufinefs, which I have made' the 
plea of my return, of fuch importance, as to 
oblige me not only immediately to fee the 
minifter, but await his farther pleafure before 
I can (lir* 

B 3. 
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In the precaiious expeftation, therefore, 
of this reaching in any pofSble time to ob* 
tain an anfwer, I devote the hours, with 
which the adverfe wind and tide fupply me, 
to arranging and conneftieg^ the detached 
particulars, which I had begun to commit to 
paper from the firft moment that the thought 
of appealing to you occurred > as I could not 
have recollefted with equal detail, in one, or 
in a dozen converfations, the fadls which arc ' 
requifite to enable you to form a fair and im? 
partial judgment* 

A^id with thefe, Jones (hall proceed to 
Portfmouth the inftant I land. 

You certainly recoiled: the agreeable young 
^Frenchman, with whom I had travelled to 
Naples, when I met you there : his fifter was 
in the convent of the Dames Anglaifes at 
-Paris. Curiofity to fee the infide of a nun- ^ 
nery,,had induced me to propofe accompa^ 
nying him on one of his vilits to her, to 
which he readily agreed. 

Together with Mad^moifelle Durfort, there 
appeared at the grille a lovely young girl oi 
about fixteen, and an elderly woman/ who 
inftantly entered into converfation with me; 
and miOT^^^ a number of Other pArticular%> 



\ 
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^hicb (he feemed eager to communicate, la- 
formed me that the penjionnaire I faw was 
upon the point of entering her noviciate, and 
had the moft decided vocation (he had ever 
feen. At this account I caft a look upon^ 
this devoted vidim, and caught a glance 
from her fine kngui(hing blue eyes, which 
inftantly fuggefted to me a doubt of the na- 
ture of her enthu(iaftic fervour 5 and my very 
foul was grieved, to think that her doom 
xnuft be irretrievably fealed, ere (he would 
become fenfible of her erxour. A few fen- 

r 

tcnces of civility paffed between us, accom- 
panied on my part with a degree of compaf- 
fionate folicitude I could not fupprefs; on 
hers, with the moft interefting fimplicity; 
We took our leave ; and Agathe caft a part- 
ing look upon me, which fully confii:med the 
idea I had formed. 

** That beautiful girl is going to be facri^ 
ficed," faid I ; " (he enters her noviciate next 
.month." — " It would bea meritorious work to 
refcue her,*' replied d'Hermonville^ fmiling— 
** I am fo ferioufly of that opinion. Chevalier, 
that I would have you go inftantly to her 
parents, if you be acquainted with them, 
^nd reprefent the cruelty of fufFering^ h^t to 

J 4 
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proceed.' — " And what peculiar cruelty (hall I 
tell them there is in her fituation, my dear 
Don Quixote ? (laughing) for I apprehend it 
to be little more than what occurs daily, in 
every convent in France. I have no know- 
ledge whatever of this little girl's connexions y 
but I will enter into your fpirit of chivalry 
with all my foul> and introduce myfelf toher 
parents, if you will only point out to me 

what to fay.'* " Say \ by Heaven^ her looks 

tell clearly enough what is to be faid.*'— ** Very 
well i I am to tell them that her eyes turned 
upon you with an expreflion, ^vhich convinced 
you, flic miftakcs the nature of the love, with 
which flie profefles herfclf to be infpired.-^ 
*^ You will then, I truft, at the fame tiroe^ 
come handfomely foi-ward, and propofe the 
alternative?*' — " Mydear d'Hermonville, you 
joke, and are too much habituated tg hear 
of thefe kind of facrifices, to feel the com* 
paflion with which they inlpire me*. . .. So 
far, however, you are right : unlefs fome- 
thing more were known, it is not eafy to 
judge what plea might avail with the pa- 
rents.— "I can difcover nothing like one : 
my fitter was as lull. of her vocation as> foeur 
Benedifte.'*— " Suppofe wc were to fee your 



KHSS' RIVERSDAtE. KJJ, 

fifter i^n, and inquire more particularly 
into the fubjea ?" — " Nothing fo eafy. My. 
mother fetches her home to fee her intended 
buiband on Thurfday, and I will introduce 
youj and afk any queftions- you (hall fug- 

D'Hermonville kept his word ;. and from 
Bis fifter we learnt, that the fervour of Agathe 
had been the admiration and pride of the: 
whole community for many months pa(l^ 
^ She is an orphan of trilh extraftion/* faid^ 
Mademoifelle Durfort, " was placed thereby 
a diftant relation^ who is her guardian; a^ 
worthy man^ but not in circumftances to* 
eftabliQi her in the world: of courfe he 
wifhed that (he miglit be induced to take: 
the veil'; and confequently the good nuns 
bave Deg]e£bed no means that could bios her 
fcnfibilkyv arid enthufiaftic difpoiitiony ia^ 
fnvcmv of a religious life ;- and^ (be is more: 
impatient, for the moment of entering upon^ 
her noviciate, than I am for tlmt of quitting. 
t4ie convent.. But within thefe-ftw- days we^ 
aretenfible of a change in her», tor which weu 
at3e at a lofs to account : (lie has been fre>- 
lyiently found in. tears i^ and was partkularlj^- 

^ So 
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urgent to accompany me home to day, buif 
could not obtain pcrmiffion/* 

D'Hermonville rcquefted his fifter to ufe 
her intcreft with the fuperieure, the next time 
fhe came home, to bring Agathc with her, ta 
which (he agreed. 

Mademoifelle Durfort fucceeded in her 
application, and obtained liberty for Agathc 
to continue with her the three days that (he 
was to ftay with her mother. 

I had now free admiffion at the Duchefs's ; 
and d'HermonviUe took me home to dinnes 
on the day that the young ladies were ex-- 
pefted. The altered looks of Agathe ftruck 
me forcibly ^ and the arfclefs^ but too obvi^ 
ous expreffion with which her eyes were ri- 
retted, upon me, from the moment I took 
iny place oppofite to her at table, attrafted 
general obfervation. The brilliant profpedts 
ef Mademoifelle Durfort were occafionally 
alluded to, and Agathe with difficulty fup* 
preffed a tear. 

It was not in- nature, Riverfdale- . .. . not 
in my^ nature, at leaft, to be infenfible to the 
diftrefs of the fweet unfortunate girl : yet 
truft me^ my thoughts were ibldy benlupoii 
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difccrvering a mode to refcne a heart, fo 
alarmingly fufccptible, from irretrievable 
mifer)'. She was formed of far other mate* 
rials than what were fuited to a cloifter; but 
I call Heaven to witnefs, that no felfafli idea 
prompted the anxiety to fave her from thofe 
cruel (hackles, that preclude the indulgence 
of every finer feeling, and fet all the " ten- 
der charities'* of life at nought : the intereft 
I at that moment felt, would have been the 
fame, had I been morally certain of never 
beholding her more. 

As we reentered the (aloon, I overheard" 
the Duchefs whifper her daughter; ** A 
quoi penfois tu done d^amener cette pauvre 
petite P- tu vas detruire fa vocation^ elle 
rqffble de cejtune JfiglaiS' */** 

This checked ray intention of approaching; 
• Agathe, which at any rate, however, could 
have been of little avail, as. the ftrictnefs with, 
which a fingle woman is ever kept at thr 
:elbow of fome aged female, prevented* anf 
poffibility of entering into converfation, 
. Mademoifelle Durfont, howevaer,. beckoned! 

• What could yon be thinking of "to bring' tharproot* 
thing hither ? H'er vocation will be entirely dcftto^tdf^ 
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me to the corner^ where (he and Ag^the^ 
with their duennas, were looking over {bmc 
toys. I thea entered upon fome general to- 
pics, and inquired after my old acquaintance^ 
Madame de Remines,^ to whom I found Ihet 
was related. 

She faultered,, and changed' colour,, as (he 
fpoke to me. I obferved feveral eyes turned 
upon us,, and thought it beft to take myfelf 
away ; 1 therefore propofed to d'Hermon- 
ville a turn upon the boulevards, before wC: 
went to the play. 

Lalmoft feel it neceffary to-apologife, even- 
to you, Riverfdale^ for the apparent vanit]pr 
of dwelling upon a partiality fo inftanta*- 
neoufly conceived,, and. fo ftrongly marked^. 
without the llighteft encouragement on mf: 
fide '^ but 1 compel myfelf to be equally (in-^ 
cere and. minute, that you may. &irly be en^ 
abled to blame or acquit me in the fequel;;; 
and in fadt there is little, food for. vanity,, 
where the ekdion. may fo decidedly, bci- 
afcribed to predifpofition*. 

The inftant we were feated in the carriage). 
d*Hermonville faid,. ''• That lovely little in- 
nocent is at your difpofal, my friend; hep- 
partjolhy is obvious > and i£ you. ba.^ anf 
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propofals to make to her guardian, there can*. 

be na difficulty in liberating her."^ — " You. 

place me in a very awkward fituation, Che- 

talierj twt I am fufEciefttly known to you 

to exprefs myfelf with the utmoft franknefs : 

Uftyprefentcircumftances preclude all though ts^ 

of matrimony, and excufe me if I add, that 

ourEoglifh, ideas of conjugal felicity reach fo» 

fir beyond mere beauty and fenfibiiity, that 

It all. evests my taking part as a. principal in. 

this aflfair, is quite out of the queftion." 

''Senfibility is certainly better difpenfed witlii 
in a wife,'* he replied ;^ *' but my lifter fays,, 
herfweetnefs of; temper equals her beauty."' 
'^^ But fenfe, coaformity of mind and dif- 
fofition,. arc full as= requisite as either.. 
Matrimony muft be Paradife or Purgatory j, 
there is no medium;^, ands therefore long; 
^q^aintancej and mature confideration,. 
ire rcquifite'*-^— " A/i^ mon dfeuf! que ees- 
' Utes- Anglaifes font €xaU€£s * /** (interrupt- 
ing^ me).. '*^ Would not one imagine that( 
£ngland was a perfeft nmatrimonial Elyiium.^^ 
and yet look inta your newfpapers,. and fee 
what all .your. iov(^ matches, come to. No 
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fuch eclat and fcandal follow our more n^ 
tional mode of proceeding. We marry be- 
caufe every man who has the means to pro- 
vide for a family is bound to perpetuate bis 
name ; and as the hufband and wife are not 
acquainted before-hand, it often happenii 
that they difcover unlocked for agrecablenefir 
in each other; and then it has all the merit 
of a furprife, and creates le meilleur menage 
die mojide, of which I can give you many 
proofs among my own acquaintance: here, 
too, you would have the great advantage of 
being fure of your wife^s love and gratitude 
before- hand .**^ — "But fuppofe I cannot return 
her afFedion, Chevalier, how then ?" — ^ Why 
rwvelty and good-nature muft conftitute 
your happinefs for awhile j and if (he find 
you do not become paffionately fond of her; 
her pafGon will fubfide, and then (he will be 
no longer exigeantCy and you- will tacitly 
agree to be no conftraint upon each other. 
Monjieur ira defonc6tS; Madame dwfien*". 
You will meet at dinner with perfeft polite^ 
nefs and good breeding; appearances will be 
faved f fcandal avoided s each will be happf 
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in their own way, and the world will not in« 
terfere in any (hiape : what can a reafonable 
man wifli for more ?'* -♦ 

As I did not fubfcribe to this plan of hap* 
pinefs, I feriouily entreated him to turn his 
thoughts to fonie more pradticable mode of 
lefcuing Agathe. Where was the ufe (he 
laid) of refcuing her from the fetters of reli- 
gion, merely to facrifice her as a viftim to 
love ? Would I pretend to deny that I had 
withdrawn her heart from Heaven ? — I con^ 
tended that her fervour had been entirely mi£^ 
%dLen : an, overflowing fenfibility^ wanting 
an obje£t, was eafily turned into religious 
enthufiafm; and had they confined her 
wholly to the fociety of her companions,^ her 
mifery had been irrevocably fixed ere (he had 
difcovered her erroiu* : but the firft man. that 
has met he? eyes has deftroyed the delufion ; 
do not, however, imagine him to be the only 
one likely ta prove her fufceptibility : feel<- 
iags fo eafily awakened will naturally transr 
fer their fulnels to fome. more fympathetie 
l>reaft« 

D^Hermonville tlien called up<wi me to 
fii^efl (bme plan. I pcopofed that hiS' iiitcip 
ihould exert her iiiHuence witix A^t^^> V^ 



ft2' EBTTERl OF" 

declare her reluftance to take the veil; and? 
ftiould that not prove fufficient,, it would at 
leaft afford grounds for the DUchefs's inters 
ference wkh the guardian^ 

To this d'Hiermonville agreed, and NTa- 
demoifelle Durfort readily undertook hef 
part ; but Agathe only anfwered her witb 
tears,, and made no avowal of any change in> 
her vviftieSi 

D'Hfermonville applied to his- mot her,, and* 
obtained her promife of arguing with the old 
Counts 

Xhe Count .was much furprifed^. and not 
very ready to credit the intelligence. Such; 
proofs of his. wardfs decided' vocation had< 
l^een imparted to him,, that he had dci* 
dined a. very advantageous propofal of mar^ 
liage for her, made by an old friend of his^ 
own^ who had' feen her once at the grille,, 
and been charmed with her beauty:: but her 
heavenly dedication appeared fo unqueftion* 
able, that the Count would; have confidered^ 
it as a. fpecies of facrilege to interfere. 

The Duchefs imparted her reafong for 
forming a different judgment of the difpo* 
fit ions of Agathe, probably without mucht. 

&ruplc or delicacy s £os tk^^ O^uca became 
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extremely irritated, at the fuppofition that 
the mere fight of an EngliQi heretic fhould 
have fet afide a call fo unequivocal : no* 
thing (hort of fupernatural malignant in- 
terference, could account for it, he faid. 
He would go inftantly to the convent, and 
fee the fuperieure. The Duchefs propofed 
his firft feeing Agathe, who was then at her 
iioufe ; and he attended her home. 

Agathe received her guardian^ and hung 
about him with more than ordinary marks 
of affedion. He interrogated her upon the 
iaterefting point; with encouraging kind- 
nels ; and an idea darting into her mind, that 
he might intend taking her home to his old 
(ift^r, to replace his daughter, who was at 
the- eve of marriage, (he without hefitatioa 
acknowledged, that, as the moment ap« 
proached, (he began to feel a terrour of the 
eternal confinement, and to fear that her 
vocation was more doubtful than (he had 
imagined. 

Her guardian undertook to plead her 
caufe, both with the fuperieure and Madame 
de Remines, in his way back from Verfailles ;. 
and Agathe remained for a few hours as 
happy as newly awakened hope can ma^^ ^Sk, 
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ardent youthful mind« She faw^ in the 
profpeft of inhabiting the houfe of her guar* 
dian^ an opening to every other that her ; 
heart fecretly fuggefted ; and her agita,tio& , , 
became fo extreme, towards the hour of his . ' 
expefted return, that upon his name being 
announced (he had fcarce power to utter her : 
inquiring " Eh bien?'* as (he darted into. ; 
the antiroom, and threw herfelf into his arms^ 
** All is fettled toour wi(h,** faid he, embracing 
hef. She appeared fuflfocating with joy, titt j 
a burft of tears brought her relief. 

The Count congratulated himfelf upon . * 
having refcued the innocent vidtim, and was 
pouring out his acknowledgments to tht, 
Duchefs for her friendly interference, when I 
went in. The joy of Agath« was at that 
moment too powerful for con(ideration, and 
dafping her hands in an extafy, (he ^x* 
claimed, " O, Sir, congratulate met I am. 
free ; I return no more to my convent.*' 

From the bottom of my heart I did conr 
gratulate her ; and was proceeding, with an 
emotion which muft have been pidtured in 
my countenance, to give the Duchefs her due 
fliare of praife for the aftive part (he had 
Jtaken, when I was Hopped by an exclamar 
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tion from the Count, whom I had not before 
perceived, and of whofe authority I became 
inflantly aware, as he faid, fternly, " Joy turns 
your head, Agathe! What concern can a 
ftranger have in your deflination ? and what 
light have you to conclude that the remiffion 
of your noviciate implies your not returning 
any more to your convent ?"— ^Abaftied at his 
rebuke, (he attempted to excufe herfelf, and 
ended by faying, " But indeed you are mif- 
taken in believing that gentleman to be a 
ftranger to me; on the contrary, it is he 
who • • • he who \ . /' She hefitated, blufhed^ 
and hung about him, to conceal her embai^ 
raflment. " He tt;Ae>,what ?** faid he angriljr. 

Perceiving her to be confounded, I endea* 
voured to give a turn to the fenfe of her 
words, and faid, *' He whoy aftuated perhaps 
by the prejudice of his country againft a life 
Jof perfeft feclufion, took the liberty of fug- 
gefting doubts of Mademoifelle de Miraude^s 
chance for happinefs, which might contri- 
bute to open her eyes to the danger of too 
haftiiy foregoing what can never be recalled.'* 

*' It appears to me. Sir," he replied, " thafc^ 
putting national prejudice out of the quef- 
. tioii, it is difficult ior the inhabvtaul^ ol c««. 
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country to judge of what may conftitute the 

felicity of thofe of another j where the habits^ 

modes (rf life, and civil government, are to* 

tally different. In England, you give your 

young women a d^ree of liberty which would 

ill qualify them for a fubfequent life of re- 

ftraint. We train up ours in feclufion^ 

which> if it (hould afterward become their 

deftination, habituates them to confine their. 

ideas to the fpot they have learnt to love and 

revere^ and to confider as a (helter from the 

turmoil and viciOitudes of the world/' [How 

plaufibly does reafon ever conform to cuftom^ 

Riverfdale !} " If remains to be fcen, Sir^*' 6e 

added, with fome afperity, " whether Agathe 

will have much to thank you for, in the change^ 

of which you avow yourfelf the authour, ia 

her way of thinking." And without giving 

time for the reply which was rifing to mf 

lips, he turned with quicknefs to his ward, 

faying, " So far from any idea of detaining you 

from your convent, I have requefted of the 

Abbeffe that you may not again come out of 

it, until I fend for you. home to figjn the a r 

tides of marriage with the Vitomte de la 

Fare, who is an old friend of mine, and has 

doAC you the honour to fcled you. for bis> 
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iecond wife. His fortune and family are fo 
unexceptionable, that nothing bu4-myun« 
willingnefs to interfere with the will of Hea- 
ven prevented my clofing with his generous 
propofals, when he made them fome time 

ago. 

- It is impoffible to defcribe the too ex» 
preffive tranfitions of Agathe*s countenance. 
Wholly unaccuftomed, however, to refifl- 
ance, (he made no reply; but from deep 
(carlet turned deadly pale — her eyes lofl their 
luftre — clofed — and her head fank upon the 
0ioulder of Angelique, who with looks of 
kind fympathy, and the afliflance of her 
mother, led her into the bed room, where 
the women of the Duchefs were fummoned j 
and With more than ufual confideration for 
the fufferer, the bedchamber door was (hut, 
to the exclufion of the men. 

In a few minutes the Duchefs returned, 
faying it was only des vapeurs *, to which 
(he underftood from her daughter Agathe 
was fubjedl j and a little quiet would recover 

her. 

The Count took his leave, hoping (he 

• Hyftcrics. 
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would be well, and ready to return to the 
convent, tfvben he (hou)d call for her in the 
morning ; and requefted (St might not again 
be fetched from it. 

, I was grieved to find that I had only fuc* 
ceeded in changing the nature of the facri-^ 
fice to which Agathe was doomed ; however 
fure I thought myfelf that afiedions fo eaiily 
engaged would be as eafily transferred, it was 
not likely to be a man of nearly the Count's 
own age that would operate the change. I , 
applied to d'Hermonville, to obtain the in- 
terference of his mother once more : but he 
did not perceive the fmalleft occafion for it : 
fince I did not mean to propofe myfelf, what 
could be more defirable for her than the bril- 
liant eftabliftiment offered by a man who 
could not exped to engage her affeAions, 
and might rather deem it a piece of good for- 
tune that her heart was fixed upon one who 
was too infenfible to make her a- return, and 
at all events too fcrupulous to take advan- 
tage of her prediledion. My arguments 
only excited his mirth : *^ d'ou diable venez 
tons done mon pauvre Stanville avec tons ces 
radotages de vieux romans ! cette enfant a 
de la grace f ellefera bkn lt% Konneurs de 
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fa mtiifoiti elle eft douce^ elle fera recori'- 
noijffante dcs dons dont il la comblera ; elle 
hiifera un hiritier; ou eft done le grand mat- 
heur de tout cela ? et lorfqu^avec le terns elle 
fe Kionfolera de voire infenftbilitij avec 
quelqu* ami plus tendre s ily^a^aparierqu^elle' 
t^fpectera toujours les bienfeances et qu'il 
prendra /on parti tout eomme un autre*.'* 

It was impoffible to bring him to fee it in 
a more ferious light ; and I determined to 
apply myfelf .to the Duchefs. 

'Upon fending in my name, I wasinftantly 
admitted to her toilette ; and upon requeft- 
ing a private audience, flie difmifled her vi- 
fitors and women : but when I came to date 
the purport of my vifit, (he laughed at me 
as immoderately as her fon had done ; and I 



• Where the devil have you imbibed all this rhodo* 
montade nonfenfe^ xny poor Stanville? The girl has 
graci^ul manners, and will do the honours of his houfe 
well. She is mil4> and will be grateful for the gifts 
he will beflow upon her. She will bring him an heir ; 
and where's the great mifchief of all that ? and when flie 
confoles herfelf in time for your infenfibility with fome 
more fympathifing friend, the odds are that fhe will 
always fave appearances, and he will make a; luA 
mind as other hatbands do. 
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gave'up all hope of rendering any eifential 
fcrvice to Agathe. 

A fortnight elapfed, during which I was 
employed in bufinefs of importance by the 
AmbafTador, and had little leifure to think 
either of myfelf or Agathe. 

D'Hermonville came one morning ab* 
ruptiy into my room, faying he was fent by 
his fifter, to defire I would go once more -j 
with him to the Dames Anglaifes> to endea* 
vour to mettre Agathe ^ la raifon *, who 
obftinately refifts the will of her guardian, 
and now declares, that, rather than marry 
the Vifcomte, (he will refume her intention 
of taking the veil; and (he had made a point 
with Angelique of communicating this de- 
termination to me. 

Of courfe I inftantly obeyed the fum^ 
mons. Mademoifelle Durfort appeared at 
the grille, with a companion I had not before 
feen. She winked to her brother to keep 
her companion in converfation, and he (bon 
drew her away to a diftance ; when (he in- 
formed me that I had been fummoned at the 
defire of Agathe, in the hope of being able 

• Pcrfuade Agathe to hear reafon. 
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to fee me at the griHe herfelf ; but that her 
Ifttc refraftorirjcfs caufcd her to be watched 
with more than common vigilance, and not 
having been fufFered to accompany Angeli- 
que the day before, when only her brother 
bad been there, (he had written. ** Upon 
your anfwer, (he fays, hangs her fate (added 
Aiiademoifelle Durfort, as (he put the fetter 
into my hand) ; you cannot again come your- 
fclf, but my brother will convey it to me.** 
This was Agathe's letter. 
*• On me met au defelpoir Monfieur, et 
c'^eft cc qui me fait avoir recours k vous, qui 
4tes du pais dont je tire mon origine. On 
m'affure que vous vous interreflfez k mon 
fort, on m'aflure auffi qu'il y a des Anglaii 
qui ne font pas h^r^tiques, et k coup sAr 
vous 6tes du nombre, cair jamais h^r^tiquc 
n'a eu Tair fi doux et fi obligeant. Eh bien 
Mon(ieur il ne tiendroit qu'a vous de m'ar- 
racher k tout ce qui me menace 5 (i. vous 
avez une mere — une foeur — une tante feu- 
lement qui voulut me donner une azile, car 
je n'ai ni parens, ni amis, fi ce n'eft Madame 
de Remines, qui ne m'ecouteroit feulement 
pas; mon tuteurqui me met au defefpoir; 
epuis encore une yieille tante quV d^^t>X(^ ^>^ 

vox. III. G 
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fin fond de la province, et qui peut-etrc mc 
donneroit tort auffi d'avoir une autre vo- 
lonte que celle dc mon oncle : et de fait jc 
ni'apper9ois qui c'eft bien mal k moi d'avoir 
cettc volenti la, car depuis qu*clle * m'eft 
venue je n*ai plus un moment dc repos; et 
dependant je vous affure Monfieur qu'il n'y 
k pas de ma faute ; je dis des Ave Maria tant 
et plus pour que la fainte vierge me rendc 
.docile, mais elle i^e m'ecoute point, et il 
n'y a pas moyen, je ne puis plus etre ni a 
JijBu, ni k Monfieur le Vicomte : je pleure 
ians ceffe, et fi je n'^tudiois un peu d'An«* 
glais avec ma bonne amie Angelique, pout 
aie diftraire, je crois en ^'erit6 que je mourrois 
-de douleur. Voyez Monfieur fi vous avez 
^quelque ame charitable qui put me recueiUic 
et s'intercffer k ma peine. Jevousafllir^ que 
vous n'obligeriez pas une ingrat-e *.^ 



• Tfiey diire mc to dcfpair. Sir, and this obliges me 
to have recourfe to you, who belong to the country 
from which my family origioateSk I am told that you 
intereft yourfelf in my fate : I am told, likewife> that 
all Englifhmen are not heretics; and yon are afFuredly 
an exception, for no heretic ever looked fo mild and fo 
obliging. Well, Sir, it relb with you to fnatch me 
iamakc titveatencd danger^ i£ you have amatber, a 



,•* 
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What heart of ftone could have refifted 
the artlefs eloquence of her grief I what viU 
Iain could have been fo bafe as to feek to 
turn it to his own advantage ! 

I inftantly determined to comply with her . 
wifli, in finding {bme refpedable protection 
for her ^ and went in quefl: of an amiably 
EngliQi family, particularly connected with 
ours, who. were at the eve of their departure 



Mer, or even an aunt, that would afford me (helter, 
for I ttavrneither relation nor friend, except Madame 
der Reminei, who would not liften to me ; my guar- 
dUn* who drivcB me to diftradion ; and an old aunt« in 
a remote part of the country, who would perhaps only 
blame me for thinking, dif&rently from my uncle; 
and^ in fafl, I perceive that it is very wrong in me to 
think differently, for' ever fince thefe thoughts have' 
come into my. head^ I have not had a moment's peace ;: 
and yet I do aiTure yoa« Sir, it is not my fault ; I fay 
ave marias without end,. that the holy Virgin may grant 
me to be fubmiiUve ; but (he does not hear me, ai\d t 
know not what to do, I can no longer devote myfelf 
either to God or the Vifcount% I' weep without ceaf- 
ifkg, and if it were not for Undying a little EngliHi 
with my good friend Angellque, I really believe X 
Ihould break my heart« Do, Sir, coniider whether 
you cannot find fome charitable foul to take compaf* 
iion on me, and refcue me ; I aflUre yon> you would not' 
iipdixif tuigfaufah 

O 2 
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for England; certain that the extreme be- 
nevolence and kind heartednefs of Lady 
Williams, would induce her to take Agathe 
under her protection, and convey her fafely 
to my fiften 

I found the elded daughter only at home, 
to whom I related every thing, but my own 
(hare, in the change of Agathe. She entered 
into it with the generous warmth of youth, 
which forefees no difficulties, and anfwered 
for her mother. 

D'Hermonville conveyed my anfwer to 
Agathe, afluring her of the mod unexcep- 
tionable afylum, if (he could fall upon any 
means of efcape. 

I was foon made fenfible of my raflinefs, 
by a meffage from Lady Williams^ who de- 
fired to fee me, and that no previous ftep 
might be taken in the bufinefs which Mifs 
Williams had mentioned to her. 

My note to Agathe was irrecoverable; 
and I made no attempt to counteract it by 
a fecond, in the full perfuafion that I (hould 
argue Lady Williams out of the confidera- 
tions of prudence, which I forefaw were to 
be oppofed to me. 

This undertaking, however, exceeded my 

3 
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abilities* The timidity of Lady Williams 
was at leaft equal to bet goodnefs : her mind 
was ftrongly imprefTed with the danger anid 
ferious confequences attending fuch an en* 
levemait; and (be pofitively refufed tp take 
any fliare in k. 

My feelings were too much ative for poor 
Agathe, to allow to the objedions of Lady 
Williams their due weight, and I left her, 
curfing the cold blooded prudence that thUs 
thwarted my plan ; but ftrongly fenfible that 
no time was to be loll in counterading the 
purport of my note, I followed d'Hermoo- 
villc to Verfailles, where he was upon duty ; 
and he undertook to deliver another npte Ho 
bis fitter, imparting my failure, requefting 
the direftion tathe aunt of Agatbe,. and thit 
no flep might be taken until (hefliQuld hear 
from me again. " ii 

Two days paffed> during which I eve?y 
inftant expedled to receive the diredion, 
which would enable me to have recourfe to 
the old Marchionefs; and^upon' the flighted 
encouragement from her, I meant to fecure 
fome decent elderly woman as a travelling 
companion for Agathe, and efcort her m^- 
.fclf- I h$d been too much hampei^d mOci 
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buiiiiers to admU of my making inquiry into 
the caufe of delay, but on the third day I 
loft patience, and returned to Verfailles, 
where I found d'Hermonville had been de- 
tained, to mount guard for a friend who was 
taken fuddenly ill -, on which account he had 
not been able to go to the convent bimfelf, 
but he had contrived to forward the note in 
a box of millinery, which his mother was 
fending to Angelique, preparatory to faer 
marriage. 

I (huddered at the riik to which this ha- 
zardous expedient migbi: expofe Agatbe^ and 
entreated him to make tt bis firft bufinels, at 
h\s return to Paris, to fee his fxfter. 

Another day paffed in conilderable unea* 
finefs, without my hearing from him, or 
faring to take any flep. On the following 
morning,, at an early hour, I received a mef- 
"fagefrom d'Hermonville, defiring me to be 
at home in about a quarter of an hour, and 
alone. 

In lefs than the time mentioned he ap- 
peared, holding by the hand a very young 
lad, whom he prefented to me as his nephew, 
and requefted I would be kind to hiai. As 
be faid this he bolted l\\a Aoo\» ^ud then 



burfting into a ioud laugb> exclaimed, 
•* Well; what think you of this mafquerade ? 
here's a heroine for you !'* 

Prdure to yourfelf my aftonifliment and 
perplexity, when I recognifed Agathe. 

jHer bhiQies and\:onfufion might indeed 
baTe difcovered her to me inO:antly, but that 
my mind was fuJi of the buiinefs upon which 
I expefted him, and to which I confidered 
his companion as an interruption^^ and had 
not attended to him at all. 

I began to apologife for being the unlucky 
inftrument of involving her in difScultiesj^ 
but fhe interrupted me, with deepening 
bluihes, *^ You have not involved me, Sir^ 
'tf there be any fault, my own precipitance 
only is to blame ; but pray take me diredtly 
to the good lady who will receive me, and 
entreat her to conceal me carefully till we fet 
out/' 

Without flopping to make either anfwer 
or inquiry, I locked them both into my 
room, and flew to the h6tel de Richelieu, 
certain that if Lady Williams were not fet 
out, (he would, now the poor girl had 
plunged into the difficulty, grant immediate 

G 4 
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protedtlon, at lead till we could determine 
what to do. 

Lady Williams had left Paris the day be*- 

fore, I returned home, perplexed beyond 

jneafute. The difappointment of Agathe is 

not to be exprefled ; (lie wrung her hands in 

i5>eecblefs agony. Fiijding her incapable of 

giving me an anfwer, I inquired of d'Hep- 

xnonville what could have led to this rafli 

ftep, contrary to my entreaty; and before I 

had fecured an afylum for her ? " She had 

not received my fecond note,*' he faid ; ** his 

fifter, being unfortunately indifpofed when 

the box arrived, had neither examined it 

heffelf^ nor fuflfered any one elfci to do fo, . by 

which means the note had not found its way/* 

** This was a contre^temps * which could not 

poflibly be forefeen,*' he added, *^ and was 

doubly diftrefling, as there was no refourcc 

now but for Agathe to remain with mc, ia 

her pFcfent difguiie, until I could take her 

to England, aiid place her under the protect 

tion of Lady Williams myfelf." 

The impropriety, as well as danger of this> 
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tvas obvious. After what had pafled^ the 
very firft fufpicion would reft upon me, who 
could neither prote^Jt her tnyfclf from the 
power that would claim her, nor expe<% the 
Ambafladour to fupport me in a miatter that 
mufb involve fuch very ferious* confequences. 
I told him that [ hoped his fifter, who had 
incurred a (bare of refponfibility by abetting, 
this ftepv would be able, for her own fake,- 
to induce the Duchefs to interfere with the 
Count and the Abbefs^ and take Agathe 
under her prote<ftion in the meanwhile* 

His fifter had no Ihare in it whatever, and 
he was very fure his mother would be inex- 
orable in a thing of this nature. 

My aftonifliment was increafed, as yoa 
may fuppofe, " And how,, for Heaven -is 
fake, was the efcape accomplifhed ^ and how 
could you^ who knew the contents^ of my 
laft note, fuffer her to encounter this dread^ 
ful perplexity ?" I demanded with a degree 
of warmth and difplcafure,. which I found it 
difficult to reprefs. 

Agathe now cried out with vehcmence> 
" Oi he had no fliare in it; it was all my' 
ownidoing-^my own folly^ and all- from de-- 



IJO LETTERS OF 

pendence upon you, who I was fo Aire would 
not abandon me i and now you think of no- 
thing but how to throw me back into their 
power; but I (hall firjft die of grief" f^ 
and (he became perfedly frantic. — I had for- 
tunately taken the precaution to clear the 
antichamber of fervants, or we mud have 
been betrayed by her ungovernable diibre(s. 

I ufed every perfua(ion to foothe her, and 
bring her to a (late of (tiificient cotiipofure, 
to impart the mode in which (he had effeded 
her efcape, that 1 might form fome judg- 
ment of the impending danger, and what 
remained to be done. The Chevalier had 
walked fulkily to the window, without vouch- 
fafing an anfwer to my laft queftion, and left 
me to appeafe her as I might. 

After a coniiderable time (he became more 
calm, and acquired command over herfelf to 
inform me, that Angelique having been con- \ 
fined to her bed from fevere indifpofition, 
the Duchefs frequently fent one of her own 
women to watch by her,, at the hours (he 
could not herfelf be with her. . . • But you 
(hall have the narratiye in her own fimple 
ivords, as nearly as I can recolleft them, I 
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will not rob her of any (hare of the intercft 
fheis entitled to excite, though it Hiould turn 
the balance againft myfelf in your judgment. 
" Mademoifelle Vidloire fometimes brought 
her niece Manon with her to diffipate my 
chagrin, for (he could not bear to fee me fo 
trijle. Yefterday Angelique had defired the 
ilffiftance of Manon, to finifli a piece of 
embroidery, who left her long cloke and 
cal^he upon my bed. As I was following 
her into Angdique's cell, with my head 
running upon contrivances for my efcape, I 
few the touriere at the door, talking with 
two or three people. The door was open, 
and my good angel infpired me that the con- 
Ycrfation of foeur Fran9oife would not be at 
an end before I could get back and flijp oiv 
the caliche and cloke, and that I might pafs 
tinobferved, as her face was turned away from 
the paflage I was to go along; and when 
once I was pafled fhe would only fee my 
back, and take me for Manon* I glided by 
like the wind, determined ta run with all 
my might the inftant I was out of fight, 
quite fure my heart would guide me ftraight 
to you ; but I never refle<5ked that the outer 
gate wight be (hut. Very luck\\yjViQN»4tNW, 

G 6 
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the berline of the Duchefs, which had 
brought Mademoifelle Vidtoire, was in wait'^ 
ing in- the court-yard, and the coachman^ 
whowas lounging againft the- wall, miflaking 
me for Manon, opened the coach door, and 
I jumped in without hefitation, not daring 
to fpeak, led I might betray myfelf, and 
trufling to my good angel again to fuggeft 
to me en cheiniii how to obviate his taking 
me. to the hotel Durfort : however, it pleafed 
l^rovidence to befriend me, for all at once 
we ftppped^ and 1 found it was at Madame 
£mon. the embroiderefs's, where Manon is 
apprentice, and where he had taken her up» 
Haying let me down^.he drove away ag^un for 
Mademoifelle Viftoire, and Irufliedinto the 
houjfe,, very much embarraffed how to make 
MadamQ E^mon my. friend, and praying to 
the holy Virgin in n^ heart to forgive all the 
falfities I, might be obliged to utter ;^. and (he 
took pity on me this time, and fent.Madame 
Emon into the paflage with a. parcel in her 
hand^ who,, without giving me, time to fpeak, 
fcoldedme for Haying, away fo long, when I 
knew the Uviie was t.o be carried home, and' 
giving me the parGcl>. bid jne go with it 
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*• I took the parcel, and running out of the 
or, turned down thefirft ftreet I came tOj 
d then afked which was the way to the 
dtel d'Anglet«erre ? for 1 was certain every 
dy muft know; but would you believe it ? 
)body did; then indeed I grew very much 
i^tened^ and I thought there was nothing 
ft for me but to go back to Madame Emon^ 
id throw myfelf upoa her pity ; but I did 
3t know the name of her Ifeeet either, and 
ad gone down.fo many, whilft L was mak-^ 
ng my inquiries^ that I could no longer find 
ny way back ; fo I flood flill, and cried. — A. 
lackney coachman faw- me, and afk^d what 
was the matter ? I told him I could not find 
my way to the hdtel d'Angleterre. *•!; 
ion'tknow it either/ faidhe, 'but I think 
itmuflbe a good way from the.Fauxbourg 
St. Antoine, and your pretty little feet will 
tiever carry you to it^.fo come - ma pauvre 
ntfantf don't fret, g^t into, my coach, and 
We'll find. it,, L warrant you.' So I. thanked 
lim a thoufand^ times, and got into h is coacht 
He drove on a. good while, and at. length we 
Jot.iA among.!! a great number of . carriages i 
md he.faid, * This is theTh^&tre Fran9ais, and 
bme charit^bi^ ibui wiil give us infoxvxi^lvot^ 
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I dare fay ;' and he went to inquire. Mean- 
while two officers paflcd by, one of whom I 
recognifed to be the brother of my dear An- 
gelique, and throwing myfelf halfout of the 
coach door with joy, I eagerly fcreamcd after 
him- Upon hearing his name he flopped, 
and they both came back laughing ; but no- 
thing could exceed his aftonifliment, to find 
it was me. I was beginning to tell him my . 
diflrefs, when he put his finger to his lip to 
make fiie filent, and whifpered fomething to 
his companion, who immediately left u$. 
The Chevalier got into the 'coach, with cx- 
preflions of furprife at my extraordinary ap- 
pearance there. My explanation was inter- 
rupted by the return of the coachman, who 
was beginning to inform me that we had to 
go as far as the^Barri^re du Roulei when the 
Chevalier interrupted him, with a peremp- 
tory order to drive to the Marais. I remon- 
ftrated againft going any where but to youj 
but he faid, this was a bufinefs of a nature 
far too ferious to run the hazard of being fo ' 
eafily traced ; we rauft endeavour to dSrouter 
inquiry, as well as to gain time for a little 
confideration how to proceed. It was the 
wife of his fofter broihct to vi\\Qva he took 
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le in the Marais. He faid, he knew he 
3uid trufl: to their affeftion and difcretion. 
le imparted only fo much q( my (ituation 
s was neceifary to imprefs her and her huf- 
)and with the urgency of concealment. It 
las fettled that the huiband ihould provide 
ne with this difguife, and the Chevalier^ 
caving, me. to their care, appointed to call 
gain for me this morning. I was not very 
lappy to find myfeif under proteftion fo dif- 
erent from that to which I had intended to 
ly ; however, when the Chevalier came this 
morning to conduA me to you^ I was com- 
forted, and thought all was well ; but, inftead 
of that, you only want to get rid of me, and 
tbow me back into every difficulty from 
which I had fled : you did not look as if you 
could have been fo hardhearted/* 

Her tears now flowed afrefb; and there 
was that confiding fimplicity in her look and 
tone, which appealed forcibly to every ho- 
acft feeling in my niind. " I will fave you 
aafar as my power goes, fweet girl !" I ex- 
chuiped ; " but the mode to efFed it will 
nequice mature deliberation. . Why would 
you not comply with the requeft in my laft 
note, apd Hay- till I had provided % ^^^cit oi, 
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fiifetyfor you ?" " Wliat note ?" faid Agathn- 
with furprife; ** I never received' but one.'" 
«* And did not d^Hermonvillc tell you of my 
fecond requeft ?'* ^ Noy certainly," faid 
d'Hermonville; ** where was thenfe of in- 
creafing her unealinefs; when: I found it was 
too late to adt upon it?" I was ftruck with 
this confiderate krndnefs, and with my owii^ 
injuftice to him, and holding out my band, 
cried, ^* Forgive my warmth, dear Chevalier!' 
and affift me- to confider in what place of 
iafety we can beft depofit Madembifelle de 
Mirande, until L can write and intcreft her 
aunt in her favour.'* 

He gave me his handi fmiling; but a very 
unforefeeu difficulty now arofe, which was» 
that Agatbe- could give no direction to her 
aunt whatever. Of all that (he knew I was 
already in pofleffionj which was,, that the 
old Marchionefs de Vieuxchamp inhabited 
iht Jin fond oi fome province or other ; but 
which of the twenty-eight Agathe had never 
thought of inquiring.. Her letters went 
once a year through the. hands of her guar*^ 
dian, and (he had concerned herfelf no 
farther. 

In this xAcreafe^i d'demis^ thfi im]^octai}0& 
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of pcrfeft concealment became of ftill greater 
moment > and I recollected an old IriQi Ro- 
man catholic fervant of my father's, who had 
married and fettled in a remote part of the 
Fauxbourg St, Germain, which we agreed 
upon beii^g the moft probable place of fafety 
for the prefent. Very reluftantly indeed did 
Agathe comply with this propofaL She was 
fo pcrfedly fatisfkd of the impoffibility of 
her being difcovered in the difguife (lie wore, 
and fa certain that her beil fecurity was my 
immediate prefetice, and fo determined to 
accompany me to England, in preference to 
placing any dependance upon her aunt, that 
there was no convincing her of the neceffity 
for taking this ilep, until d'HermonviUe 
afferted that my fafety would be endangered 
by her perfifting, and then (lie inftantly ^ve 
way, 

I went by myfelf to old Martin, and gave 
him fuch reafoa*? as impreffed him with the 
importance of the truft, and the urgency for 
fecrecy, without imparting the real circuriv- 
fiance. Martin and his wife were eager to 
make themfelves of ufe to me, and without 
hefitation agreed, to whatever I pleafed* They 
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ihowed me a very decent retired little apart- 
ment, where Agathe might continue, unob- 

* 

ferved, as long as I (bould think proper, and 
where I flattered myfelf ftie would be in per- 
feft fafety. Alas ! little aware firom what 
quarter her greateft danger was to arife ! — 
O Riverfdale ! that I might here drop the 
curtain ! but I will be candid even at the 
hazard of forfeiting your cfteem, together 
with my own — even at the hazard of being 
.deemed unworthy to raife my eyes to 
Louifa ... 

Thus far, however, you will acquit mc r 
no anchorite could have guarded agaiaft 
temptation with more fedulous attention; 
for do not fuppofe me fo diverted of feeling 
■" as to have been, wholly unmoved by the 
beauty and partiality of Agathe. I muft 
have been more or lefs than man, but 
afluredly little (hort of a villain, to have pre- 
meditatedly aflumed upon, a preference (b 
innocently betrayed, when I did not find in 
my heart thofe fentiments of refpedt and pu- 
rity which fo eminently charafterife true 
love ... But enough of proteftation? ! I 
could not call vou friend if I flood in need of 



I 
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them.: the fimple trut-h-muft acquit or coq- 

dcmfi me ; I (hall neither add to, nor take 

from it. 
Agathe would not fuffer me to leave her 

at Martin's, without a promife to fee her 
.again in the evening. 

I iaw d'Hermonville in my way back, who 

was jufl: come from his lifter. She had told 
fjrim that Agathe had not been miffed until 
the hour of affembling in the vifectoire to 
fupper. The . dortoir of Aogelique was the 
.firfl. place reforted to in quefl of her ; but 
Angelique could give no intelligence: tlie 
tdarm then became coniiderable. The garden 
.was fearched, the walls examined, internally 
and externally, for veiliges of ladder hooks, 
.&c. in vain of courfe : the mode of proceed- 
-^iDg Agathe had adopted was far too fimple 
and unpremeditated to have occurred as 
practicable. 

" La hardieffe duprojet, en Jit la/ureti^,^ 

Some of the nuns returned to Angelique^ 
and queftioned her with greater ftriftnels and 
feverity. . Being perfedly innocent of coa- 

• The darlngnefs of the projcft enfured it from 
■ fufprciaji. 
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currence, (he had no difficulty to dear her- 
felf : but whilll (he fpoke, a paper caught 
the eye of one of them, which had dropped 
from a cap Ihe had juft taken out of her 
carton. This was my unfortunate notc^ 
which was inftantly feized upon and read^ 
and with the moft violent expreflions of an* 
ger Angelique was dragged into the prefence 
of the Abbefs, and there arraigned, and 
abufed without mercy. D'Hermonvillc here 
indulged his turn for mimickry and ridicule, 
by taking off the different nuns, very mucii 
to his own fatisfadlion, and the exertion of 
my patience ; but I had been too quick with 
him before, not to curb my impetuofity 
now, and he at length ended with repeating 
the defence his lifter had made, which 
turned upon the proof oi her being an ilI^ 
voluntary agent, by her careleffiiefs in regard 
to the paper fhe might fo eafily have con- 
cealed had flie known of it, and which was 
not even, addrefled to herfelf.: — *' Not ad- 
dreffed to herfelf!" I exclaimed,, with in- 
creafed affioniftiraent at his inconceivable im- 

# 

prudence, ^^ you did not fo much as put st 
cover about it,, direfted to your lifter ^'* 
" Qtie voiilcz voiis ! 011 ne s'avifi jamais 
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(out: qui diable feferoit imagmS^ qxinne 
? laijfferoit la pendant cinq minutes feulc' 
it un carton de chiffons^ fans V examiner 
^ond en combk ! on ?ie prevoit pas les 
acles *.'* This was too provoking to truft 
!elf to aafwcr^ and I only entreated to 
m^ in as few words as poffible^ the refult. 
e lefult was the acquittal (^ Angelique, of 
rfc. " O ! and by the by,'* he added, " the 
[t important of all I had like to have for- 
teiit which is, that upon the teftiniony of 
note you are dinonci to Monlieur de 
"gennes, as the ravijfeur of a novice \ and, 
aught I know, the police may be at the- 
tel d'Angleterre before you can reach it.'* 
s intolerable levity, in having waftec}^ time 
uoneccflarily at fuch a moment, drove me 
If. wildy and I ran from him almoft in a 
te of phrenzy* 

Upon my arrival at home, the fervants in« 

ined me that the lieutenant de police had 

&& been there, and drawn up ^ prods 

* Who. can provide againft every thing ? How the 
ril fho^ld it come into my head« that a girl could let 
ox of millinery remain five minates in her power 
lioat taming it topfy-tarvy r One does not look 
. miracles. ' • 
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verbal upon the teftimony of the peopk oF 
the houfe, who depofcd that a young man, 
anfwering to the defcription given, had been 
fecreted in my apartment, and afterward 
conveyed away by me in ^Jiacre. I inquirod^ 
of the landlord by what right he or the po- 
lice interfered with any young man that ca«r 
to vifit me. Monfieur le Noir knew, hi 
faid, that it was a girl difguifed, and -de* 
fcribed her accurately; and he pcocbeded 
ftrait to the hdtel d'Angleterre-, where he: 
fiippofed that I might be gone for- protec* ' 
tion. I found that the hackney coacbj ia 
which I had taken Agathc, had been t-racedi - 
by means of the Laquais de Place^ to the 
Ipot Where it had broken down witli us, a» 
helrad recognifed and challenged t he-coach* 
man at his return, who could give no farther , 
account, than that, while he was bufy eBi" 
mining the damage of his coachj we: Mad - 
proceeded on foot, but in what diretftioh htf 
could not tell. This accident^ which hrf 
appeared diftreffing at the time, proved the 
fortunate means of fecuring the retreat of 
Agathe from difcovery i for not havipg im- 
mediately found another coacbi we had 
walked down a ftrcet or two, whci» we. wcjir 

1 
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affured- we fliould meet ^ith one, and from 
ignorance of that part of Paris, got fo com- 
pletely out of our way before we again found 
Mie, that we could not readily be traced to 
^dartin's. 

I went immediately to the Ambafladour, 
vho was perplexed how to aft, and very 
nucfa furprifed at the accufation againft me. 
[W lieutenant of police had been with him 
o*roquire my being given up, as a fecurity, 
ill the girl fliould be found. " He was- 
lodcr no obligation to give way to fuch a re« 
ijmiition/' he faid ; ** but if there were the 
Dighteft grounds for the accufation, which 
from his knowledge of me he knew not how 
to believe, he expedted to hear from Ver- 
fiuUes.upon the fubje6b, in. a way that, under 
the prefent circumftances, might be very 
awkward." 

I frankly communicated to him every par- 
ticular, and endeavoured to intereft him; to 
the utmoft in favour of Agathe. He good 
komouredly reprobated my d — d quixotifm, 
as he called it, exprefled folicitude for the 
poor girl, and much vexation at the whole 
bufineft, but determined to go.infiiantly. to 



144 LETTERS OP ' 

Verfailles himfelf, and fee the minifter; and 
be left me in charge to do the honours of his 
table, to fome EngliQimen oewly arrived: 

Lord E and Jack T were two of 

them i you will guefs how freely the bottle 
muft neceflarily circulate* 

At eight o'clock I received a note from 
the Ambafladour, to inform me he ihould 
be detained at Verfailles till after the couchcr\ 
and, from the doubtful afpedt of the buQnefs, 
thought it might be expedient to favc 
Agathe from the immediate interference of 
the police, by removing her into his own 
houfe. 

I inftantly excufed myfelf to the com- 
pany, and fet out on foot, unwilling to 
hazard a difcovery, cither by taking one of 
the Ambafladour's carriages, or a hackney 
coach, from that neighbourhood. The air 
increafed the effedt of the wine, of which I 
had before been fufEciently aware to deter- 
mine in my own mind againft keeping my 
promife to Agathe, until the fatal note from 
the Ambafladour forced me to forego all 
other conffideration. By the time I reached 
the houfe of Martin I mud have been in a 
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jftate of abfolute intoxication. — My Icnfc^ 
wholly difordered • • O Rivcrfdale, I hav. 
no other plea to offer . . • I know not how 
to proceed— 

I then thpught there was fome excufe for 
me ; I now feel there is none . . • Can one 
vice ferve as the excufe for another ! Curfed 
folly, to let any confideration of conviviality 
ergood fellowlhip throw one into a fituatioft 
that annihilates both will and reafon ! and 
yet I was not fo overpowered as to have loft 
allideaof reiiftingthe temptation that affailcd 
me : upon my foul, I was confcious, even in 
that ilate, of the rcfpedt due to her unpro- 
tedled innocence. I forced Martin to go 
into her apartment with me — how he a&ef- 
ward difappeared, and how the artlefs effu- 
IiQns of her tcndernefs at length overpowered 
my little remaining recolteftion, I cannot 
now tell. — Suffice it to fay, we were both 
undone — her honour — my peace deftroyed 
for €ver! — for too powerfully does the con- 
viSion force itfelf upon me as I proceed — 
there can be no alternative ; one only atone- 
ment remains to be made ; and that now— • 
involves the complete facrifice of all my 
earthly hopes-- — 

^ ^VOL. Hi. H 
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The morning was pretty far advanced be- 
fore I awakened to the horrihrle fenfe of my 
.atrocious condud* The unreftrained ten* 
^ernefs of Agathe only ferved to heigl\tea 
the poignancy of my felf- reproach. 

In the utmoft confufion and perturbation, • 
I informed her of the immediate neceffity of 
repairing to the prote<ftion of the Ambafla* 
dour's hotel, if it were not already too late. 
We took a x:oach, and alighted at the dif- 
tahce of a ftreet or two from the hotel, which 
wc reached, without interruption, juft before 
the Ambaffadour himfelf returned. 

He had obtained an order to the police to 
fufpend the fearch after Agathe ; but unleiii 
the Abbefs herfelf gave up the point, the 
fninifter would interfere no farther: of the 
guardian there was little &ar, he wds too 
thoroughbred a courtier to refift the royal 
vdll tn any Oiape, but to rob Heaven of a 
-votary, was what the Count dc Vei^enncs 
could not take upon his own confcience. It 
occurred to Lord — — to interell Madame 
de Remines in the bufinefs, whofe influence 
was great with ilic fuperieure of the Dames 
Anglai(e6 -, and be went (Irait to Saint Cyr. 
Mddaaie de Remines con&di^i^d \k^ iix%paA 
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brought upon the convent, by the elopement, 
as a fufficient plea to induce the Abbefs to 
give up Agathe ; but her lenit}r could go no 
farther than to advife the fubilitution of fome 
provincial convent, at the choice of the old 
Marchionefs de Vieuxchamps, who is her - 
intimate friend. It was defirable on all ac- 
counts that the affair (hould be hu(hed up 
as fpeedily as poflible ; but the interefts of 
Heaven could not be facrificed. The inter- 
ference of Madame de Remines fiicceeded 
with the Abbefs; but no rcmiffion of the 
ientence of the provincial convent was to be 
obtained, except fo far as that Agathe (hould 
be immediately removed to the chateau of 
her aunt, in Languedoc, until the liew con- 
vent (hould be fixed upon. •* And now,'* 
added the Ambaffadour, '* you are aware 
that it would be very improper for you to 
attend her, or take any Ihare in the removal. 
Madame de Remines writtps to the Marchi- 
onefs, and Ifhall fend my houfekeeper and 
a trufty man Icrvant to take care of her 
down ; and fo will end this troublefome bu- 
finefs; and I h6pe, Charles, you will be 
More wary in future how you inUifct^ *\w X\\^ 
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refcue of diftrcffcd damfels; wc m^y-not al- 
ways get off lb well." 

A thoufand fcorpions were at work in my 
bread, and I could articulate no anfwer. In 
the. hope of partly concealing my agitatioiu 
I faid I would go and acquaint Agathe with 
the refult, and prepare her for her immediate 
departure. The Ambaffadour flopped me, 
and thought it would be better that I did 
not fee her again. He would go to Lady 
Acklin, and requeft her to takis charge of 
Agathe until her departure, as well as affift 
in procuring what was requifite for ber ] 
journey. 

I was inexpreffibly relieved by this prohi- 
bition, which I could not with any kind of 
propriety infringe; flill confcience urged mc i 
to. make fome attempt lat atonement • • / 
feme excufe at lead to the wretched injured 
innocent vi(5lim. ^ 

The Ambafladour, miftaking my confufcd, 
irrefolute appearance, for a wifli to expoftu- 
late, repeated the injundion with increaied 
energy: he had made himfelf refponfible, 
and relied upon my honour for not involving - 
him ^thcr. 1 aflured him I had no thought 
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of oppofing his wifh, and was but too fen- 
fible of all the trouble I had already occa- 
fioned. 

And I went home to fuch a train of fenfa- 
tions and reflexions, as none, but a criminal 
with the rope ^bout his neck, could envy 
mc. I ftrongly felt that I ought to take 
fome ftep in regard to Agathe^ but what? — 
was the difficulty j to write — would expofe 
her to fufpicion ; and what could I fay ?^- 
To (ee Lady Acklin could be of no avail, 
unlefs I faid more than was confident with 
honour and propriety. In this miferable di- 
lemma, between the dread of involving 
Agathe by whatever I might do, and feeling 
it barbarous to do nothing, I paiTed the re- 
mainder of the day, and the whole of the 
night ; and at length could form no 'better 
determination than to wait upon Lady Ack- 
lin, and intreat her to inform Agathe, that I 
was prevented from feeing her by an expreft 
prohibition. 

But, as it frequently happens, the time 
loft in hefitation deprived me of the oppor- 
tunity of doing any thing; for when 1 came 
to Lady Acklin's door, I was told they were 
Jilr^ady fct out. Her departure for l\i^ fe>\\\\ 

H 3 
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of France, with a coDfumptlve .daughter, 
had been fixed the very day before : it was 
delayed a few hours to equip Agathe« and as 
they were to proceed by Qiort ftages, there 
was time fufficient for the Marchionefs de 
Vieuxchamps* anfwer to overtake them at 
Lyons. 

No farther ftep on my part could now be 
taken. I remained with my remorfe, and 
the apprebenfion of confequences, which 
could not even be forefeen by the unhappy 
viAim of my ■ ■ I know not what to 
call it — 

I was obliged in a few days to return to 
I:^ndon, but determined^ the inllant I (hould 
again be at liberty, to travel after Agathe> 
and afcertain her fituation, fully refolved, if 
the evfcnt juftified my apprehenfions, to come 
forward, and offer the only reparation in my 
power : it then ceafed to be a matter of 
choice, juftice compelled the atonement • . . 
My hand (hakes as I thus trace my own con- 
demnation ; for alas 1 what change has taken 
place, but in my own inclination, that I now 
confider it as a matter to confult upon ? 

In two or three fubfequent trips to Paris, 
^hich the impending negotiation obliged me 
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to make, I could obtain no information in* 
cegard to Agathe, either from d'Hermon- 
villc, his fifter^ or Madame de Remines, ex- 
cept that (be was with her aunt in Langue- 
doc^ and not yet delUned to any particular 
convent. I began to hope that the mifchief 
might have ended in the firft indifcretion, 
and that dilpleafure, at my apparent neglefl:, 
&ad conquered the partiality of Agathe, whea 
I was moft painfully awakened to the re- 
neiwed fenfe of her wrongs, by the following^ 
letter, forwarded to me by Madame de- 
Remines.. 

" Ah Monfieur ! que je me doutois pen 4; 
quel point j'etois coupable, en me laiffant? 
aller k tout ce que je fentofs pour vous ! et 
qu'ona bien fait de m'^envoyer ici, cacherma 
hont«, et ma douleur ! ne me meprifez ce- 
pendant pas trop Monfieur ! je fais biea 
qu'une fille qui oublie ce qu'elle fe doit, ne 
merite plus Teftime de perfonne ; mais helas \ 
(avois je ce que je me devois? je ne favois- 
que vous aimer moi, et vous me paroiffiez. 
fi aimable que je n'aurois jamais crue pou- 
Voir mal faire de vous le temoigner : mais c'eft 
ma bonne confine d'Autemar, qui m'aouvert 
ks yeuxT g^ui m'a fait fentir Teteudu^ dt rav 

« 4 
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faate, ct qur a la bont^ de la cacher i ma 
chere tante,*carelleeft severe ma cherc tante, 
elle ne pardonneroit m^k Tamour, ni k Tig- 
norance — un jour viendra cependant, ou il 
faudra bien qu'elle fache . . . Ah Mohlieur f 
ce moment la me fait trembler; i moins que 
le bon Dieu ne me fafle peutetre la grace dc 
me laiffer mourir avant de me couvrir d'op- 
probre ; ct c'eft ce que je demande tous les 
jours i\ genoux k h Ste Vierge, qui daignera 
m'ecouter peut-etre parcequ'elle fait bien 
que j*ignorois le mal que je faifois ; mais voila 
' ce que je voudrois que vous fuffiez auffi Mon- 
fieur, afin que vous ne m'oticz pas entifere- 
ment votre eftime — epuis j'aurois en mourant 
une grande confolation k penler que vous 
rcndez juftice a la puret6 de mes intentions^ 
ct je ferois en verite trop heureufe de mou* 
rir, puilqu* aufli bien k qupi bon vivrequand 
on ne peut plus voir la perfonne qu'on aime, 
ni ctre eflim^e de qui que ce foit *?** 

* «' Ah, Sir ! how little did I Tufpeathe guilt I was ' 

incurring in giving way to my feeKngs for you ! and 

how properly have I been fent hither to conceal my 

fliame and my grief! do not, however, altogether de- 

fpifc me.. 1 am aware that a girl, who forgets what 

Ibe owes, to herfclf^ h n^ Ipj^^ei >N^xt\v>j q^ ^^^«ttii 
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This heart rending letter left me not a 
moment's hefitation. I flew to d'Hermon- 
ville, to requeft his intereft with the Count, 
who(e prejudice againft me could only be 
ibftened by friendly interference. 

D*Hennonville efpoufed my caufe with 
warmth ; but found the Count dry and inex- 
orable. The neceflity of concealing the mo- 
tiVc that prompted my application,, deftroyed 

but alas ! did I know what was due tcr myfclH I only 
knew how to love you; and you appeared fo amiable^ 
that I (hotild never have gueffed I could do wrong un 
proving my^fenfe of it : but my good coufin d'Aute* 
mas has opened my eyes, and ihowa me the extent o€ 
my faulty and is fo kind as to conceal it from nvy aunt ; 
foil my aunt is fcvere, and would' forgive neither lover . 
nor ignorance. A dhy wilt come, however, in whichr 
ftie mull know . . . Ah, Sir ! I tremble at the thought, 
uiilefs it fhould pleafe God fo let me die before 1 am 
expofed to difgrace ; and tliis is my daily prayer,, upon 
my knees, to the Hply Virgin, who will perhaps deiga 
to hear me, becaufe (he knows I was ignorant of the 
fin I was committing : and this is what I wi(h you^ 
Sir, CO knew, as well as her,, that yoa may not think ' 
quite ill of me, fior it would.be a gseat comfoit^in. my 
lafl hour, to believe that you. did juftice to the inno- 
cence of my intentions,, and I fhould indeed, be very- 
happy to die; for where is the ufe of life, when- one 
can no longer fee thofe one k>ves, or be efteemed by 
any b^dy?** 
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its beft chance for fuccefs. H^d no attrac- 
tions, either of rank or fortune, to counter- 
balance the prepofleffion in favour of his 
friend, to whom he adhered more obilina;tely 
than ever, in the event of Agathe not taking 
the veil. A mutual affedion was all d*Her« 
monville could plead ; which is not an ail- 
ment of much weight in France. My reli- 
gion was an infuperable obftacle, indepen- 
dent of every other. His particular anti- 
pathy to the Englifti, not lefs fo ; and not- 
withftanding the care of d*Hermonville to 
fpare me the mortification of repeating all 
the flights pafTed upon my perfon and my 
propofals, I underflood enough to have roufed 
^vcry particle of pjide in my compofition — 
but upon this occafion I had forfeited the 
right to liflen to it. 

My only profpeft of fuccefs now refled 
with the old Marchionefs, who would be 
the more likely to favour me, I underflood, 
in confequcnce of the Count's oppofitioh; 
and to her I determined to repair without 
lofs of time. y 

Public bufinefs, however, obliged me firfl 
to return to England, which involved a de- 
lay of at leall a month. Meanwhile I wrote 

X 
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to reaflure and comfort poor Agathe, pro* 
mifing to fee her in a few weeks; and en- 
tru&ed my letter to Madame de Remines. 

My return was unavoidably delayed by 
fortuitous ctrcumftances, and 1 was at length 
(etting off for Paris, to fulfil this important 
and too long protraded purpofe^ when i 
parted from you, and fo imprudently infifted 
upon an introduAion to your fifter . • • 

O that I had never fecn the day ! • . . 
The firft inftant t beheld her, ftaggered every 
rcfolve y Hill I retained fufficient control over 
myfelf to determine to fee her no more; and 
could I have proceeded on my journey next 
morning, I had continued true to honour 
• • • but a note from Madame de Remines 
ftopped me. 

The lucklefs Agathe had, from a fall, been 
taken ill^ and delivered at between fix and 
&ven months of a child > which, however,, 
was alive. — Wliat powerful fenfations did 
this idea awaken in my brcaft ! — I thought 
they mull have fleeled me againft any thing ^ 
but they have ferved only to evince, more 
forcibly^ the iriefiftible influence of Louifa 
Riverfdale. 

Madame de Remines added, t\xa.l ^ ioit^ 

■ 
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tunate fit of the gout confined the Marchi- 
oncfs to her own apartment, which gave 
every chance of concealing the event, under 
pretence of the frafture of a fmall bone ia 
the heel, wliich Mademolfelle d*Autcmar» 
the kind coufin of Agathe, had contrived,, 
as the beft excufe for keeping her in bed. I 
was therefore now enjoined to delay my^ 
journey, till Agathe (hould he fufficiently re- 
covered to fee nieji wLthout danger from the 
agitation. 

I acquiefccd in the propriety of this cau- 
tion, and whilft I continued in Paris, of 
tourfe dined daily with the Axnbafladour ;. 
but had I received the flighteft intimation 
that Louifa was expeded there, I had fought 
the remoteft corner of tlie earth ere I had itir 
curred the danger of a fecond meeting. 

You axe but too well appriled of the re^ 
fuit: Oiecame^ 

■ Like blooming Kve, 
In nature's young fimplicity i and blufhing 
Jorth wonder, at creation's opening glowj 
5ne charmed, unknowing what k is to chaxm; 

Stitt believe me, Riverfdale, I have not 
weakly given, way ; I have, not indulged in. 
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:^ntrary, I have avoided her, with a fedulous 
raution, that may almoft have ftamped me 
avage in her opinion. 

But the ftruggle has become too powerfoF^ 
ind you are my only refource, I have ob- 
Lained my(elf to be made tlie bearer of dii^ 
patches, which were to have been entrufted 
to another, 

1 wrote to Madame de Rertiines to ac- 
rount for my abfence, and entrxrfted Sir 
Seorge Rutland to deliver my letter, and 
:onfirm the importance of the buffnefs with 
Krhich I am entrufted. I flew to you, my 
taft refuge agalnft my felf— and, alas,, you are 
gone t 



THE JOURNAL OF MISS RIVERSDALE 

CONTINUED*. 

Arlington. Street, 8lh June.. 

There is no end to my aftonilhment, my 
dear brother 1 although you had prepared me 
for manners fomewbat diiferent from what 

* That there may be no material break in the con* 
nection^ it appears neceilary to inform the reader^ that 
Mifs Riverfdale went ta England with Lady Frances 
Rothen, fider to Lord Belfont; and that before Yie^ft 
itpzrturc &0m Park, the had effeftcd t\i« te^oii»Xv»i-' 
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my mother's reprcfentation, and Lady Bel- 
font's example, had led me to exped, ftill 
every hour teems with furprife. 

La(?y Beifont, however, r.lTu;es me that 
fhe is not the only r^mainmg example of a 
well bred, elegant, fafliionnble Eijglifli wo- 
man ', I am to be convinced of it by fome of 
her particular friends, who are not at prefent 
in town : in the meanwhile Lord Beifont 
challenged her, at breakfaft this morning, to 
point out any one woman under Cxty, in 
the tonifli circles, who was perfedly free 
from the imputation of an intrigue. You 
may believe I looked amazed :' not that I 
entirely gave credit to the aiiertion ; for Lord 
Belfont's cenforioufnefs is equal to his wife's- 
indulgence^ whcfe mind is fo fpotlefs that 
(he cannot eafily be brought to think ill 
of others: an impropriety muft be very 
glaring indeed to call forth her cenfure^ 

tion between the Marquis and Marchionefs de Sainval^. 
of which the particulars axe loft ; nor could the Editor 
allow himfelf to attempt to Topply the deficiency^ left 
his inadequate knowledge of the French language and 
manners fhould have betrayed itfelf the more cBftatu* 
fa£lorily, from the contraft with the chanAeriftic 
touches of Mifs Vlytxtdal^^ 
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The converfation had turned upon a very 
marked circumftance of this kind, that had 

occurred at Lady S 's laft night, who 

had an affembly after the opera (figure to 
yourfelf the hours we keep). Lady Belfont 
joined in reprobating this inftancc of mifcoa- 
duft, but Lord Belfont was inclined to in- 
Tfolve the whole party in his abule : *' fome 
were better hypocrites than others, but never 
a barrel the better herring,'* he would aniwer 
for them. 

Lady Belfont contended againft the illi* 
berality of indifcriminate condemnation, and 
aflerted, that the chief caufe which laid the 
fa(hionable world fo open to criticifm, arofc 
from the glaring, undaunted nature of vice,, 
which is calculated to obtrude itfelf upoa 
the eye, whilft virtue and delicacy are re^ 
tired, and decline rather than court obferva- 
tion ; ** fo that in the very fame circles,, where 
fo much food is adminiftered to fatire, I can^ 
point out to you many an individual who 
merely paffes unobferved, becaufe (he is. 
every thing ffie ought to be.*** 

" But is hot the fandion of her prefence 
an encouiagement to mlfconduA B" i laid,. 
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•* It is, perhaps, difficult to be avoided, 
but by perfeft feclufian'^ . . . 

" O hoi" exclaimed Lord Belfont,- 
** here's a conceflion beyond my hopes'' • . , 

" I only meant," interrupting him, fmil- 
ing, " that thofe who mix with the world at 
all will be likely to fee things they caniiot 
approve ; this goo<l, however, will arife from 
fhc mixture, that k aflfords examples of de- 
cency, and propriety of manners, which, by 
contrail, become the more ftriking. Society 
is afluredly one of the principal enjoyments 
of tife, and to carry virtue and goodnefs rnt« 
it, is taking one chance for its improvement. 
The diffipated are very apt to eonncil an idea 
of gloom and morofenefs with retirement. 
Talk to them of the domeftic virtues of the 

agreeable Lady M , who is never feen 

out of her family circle ; they e^n only con- 
ceive her to be a • ftupid fogram,' probably 
* a methodiflr,' and thank Heaven they do 
not refemble her. Could (he be perfuadcd 
to come forward oecafionally, and prove 
what perfect cheerfutnefs, and elegance of 
manners, accompany her virtues, (he might 
concert their cenfurc into admiration i. axi4 
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fhould only one in the number be influenced 
by her example, (he will have been of more 
real ufe in the worlds than by indulging her 
turn for retirement. * I have always confi- 
dered the coi^vents in France as conducive 
to the general relaxation of morals, upon this 
very principle, that (hutting up piety and 
morality within four walls, is withdrawing 
them from circulation/' 

This accounts for Lady Belfont's devoting 
fo much of her time to focictics fo very un- 
like hef, which I have thought of with fur- 
prifc (incc my arrival. 

« Well, Louifa,'' faid Lord Belfont, *• I 
don't pretend to difpute about the caufe; I 
merely afTert a fa£t, and let my wife deny it 
if (he can, which is, that in whatever aflem- 
bly (he takes you to, you fliall point out to 
me any woman you plcafe^ and I will as in- 
(lantly, if not point out, at leaft name you 
her private friaid*^ 

" Fie, my lord'!" (he replied, ^ you really 
go fo far upon this fubjeft, that you will at 
length induce the world to fay, you can only 
eftablifli your wife's reputation upon the ruin 
of thofc of all her acquaintance j for I prc^ 
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fume at lead you mean to exempt me (rota, 
the general charge." 

" You 1 you are the rara avis^ and by fa 
much the more to be valued."' 

" Nay, nay, let me hope you allow me. 
fome pofitive merit of my own, and that I 
do not owe my whole claim to your good 
opinion, to the comparative worthleffncfs of 
my fex; The more highly you thought of 
other women, the more I (hould be flattered 
by your preference, youknow.'* 

" You would have me fuch another 
noodle as Charles, who you muft know,, 
Louifa, is the devoted Have and profiled 
knight errant of womankind -, and afferts^ 
that no man can love one woman as (he dc- 
ferves, who has not a general refpeft for the 
>yhole fex.'* 

Fortunate was it for me, that Lord BcU 
font was at this moment more intent upon. 
choofing a crifp bit of muffin, than watch- 
ing the efteft of his obfervation upon his 
hearers. What variou$ emotions would my 
countenance have betrayed, if it were faithful 
to the fenfations of my mind ! what true dc- 
lic^cjr does this prove in Mr. Stanville ! but 
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ah) my brother ! if he be fo devoted to the 
whole fex, he muft have fcen the woman he 
can love as (he deferves long before he met 
with the ill-fated Louifa. My heart died 
within me at the thought* 

Lord Belfont went on : " I'll fet my ex- 
perience againft: all the romantic nonfenfc 
you and he draw from the goodnefs of your 
own hearts, and which you fo gratuitoufly 
transfer to the undeferving; and Til be curfed 
if 1 do not prize you ten times higher, for 
being the only woman worth loving in the 
world; but you are fuch an ungrateful 
gipfy, that I fuppofc you would take your 
chance of lofing your hold upon your hus- 
band's aflfediont to get the befl end of the 
argument." 

^* I ftiould betray great want of know- 
ledge of mankind, indeed, my good Lord, 
if I were not fatisfied to take your afFedion 
upon your own terms.'* 

** You'll obferve, Louifa," interrupting 
Lady Belfont, " how Harriet evades the ar- 
gument. 1 repeat my challenge : let her 
name me one of the fafliionable lift that I 
cannot tack a partner to, and I will acknowf** 
lege her right to cavil at my cenfurq." 
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" One ! ru name you twenty without 
hcfitation ;'* and (he paufed. 

•' There, without htjitatian^ obferve, and 
flic boggles at the very firft,'* laughing, with 
good humoured triumph. 

" Not from the confideration of whom / 
deem blamelefs, but whom you will admit io 
be {o. Mrs. Blandford, for inftancc — '* 

" Upon my foul, you arc hard put to it, 
to go and rout poor Mrs. Blandford^ut of 
Warwickfliirc, where (he has been immured 
ever iince the death of a hufband fhe loved 
to diftradion, and with whom (he lived but 
one year. She mufl have been in hade to in* 
lift in the deviFs fervice, indeed, to have 
accompli(hed it in that time, and under fuch 
circumftances." 

** You will allow, however, that it is 
fomething to have devoted three years, in 
the prime of youth, and beauty, arvd gene*, 
ral admiration, to grief for the lofs of her 
huftand.'* ^ 

" Ay, (lie had a mind to make the world 
talk of it." 

" Now, Louifa, is that fair ?" faid Lady 
Belfont. 

** I am flrongly inclined to think not,*' I 
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replied, " from the impreffion 1 have re- 
ceived in regard to Mrs Blandford through 
my brother, who met her at Lady Lefling* 
ham's/' 

** She's come to town, tlien 1 (he could 
hold out no longer!'* excjfiimed Lord Bel- 
font. ^* Now we fhall iee how la belle veuv^ 
will play off her widowhood.'* 

** She feems to have kept it in retirement 
thus far, however,*' Lady Belfont obferved, 
.^ fince I have not oaly never met her any- 
where, or heard from her^ but have not even 
heard Charles mention her, who is far more 
likely to know what relates to her than my- 
felf— " 

*^How fo, dear Lady Belfont ?*'— i wiftied 
to aik, Henry, but dared not, 

** So Mrs. Blandford is the only one of 
twenty, then, is (be?*' rontinued Lord 
Belfont. 

** By no means, there *s Mrs. H — /' 
** Mrs. H — ] her houfe is the mod noto- 
rious place of rendezvous fgr all th<e men and 
•women of intrigue in London.'* 

- •* The more her merit for having efcaped 
the contagion. I will defy you to name her 
private friend.'* . 

3 
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" No thanks to hers divcfted of feeling 
altogether ; cold as marble : it would be 
worth your while to hear her hulband upon 
that fubjed/' 

Here the entrance of Lady Frances R utl^n 
interrupted the difcuffibn ; but I muft ac- 
knowledge I was ftruck with the paucity of 
Lady Belfont's examples. 

" You are come very fortunately, Frances,** ^ 
faid Lord Belfont, " for my poor wife 5 (he 
never ftood more in need of an advocate that 
would go through thick and thin with her 
than at this moment." 

" ril fwear (he's in the right, before- 
hand," replied Lady Frances. 

*^ i knew as much ; and if all your parti- 
alities were as well juftified, I (hould notfo 
often cavil at them," added Lord Belfont, 
looking fo affectionately at his wife,^that I 
forgave him at that moment for all the hu- 
mours at which I have been dilturbed, and 
determined never to indulge my difplea(ure 
upon that head to you again, my dear brother. 
He then made his appeal to Lady Francfes^ 
during which I made my* efcape, to have half 
an hour's intercourfe with you ; for .which I 
now Aave great difficuU^ lo ^tvi tvcofc. 
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Lady Frances fent up word (he wiftied me 
to accompany her to Kenfington gardens this 
evening, where I hope for a quiet walk, in 
the enjoyment of fome of the piAurefque 
fcenery, which I am taught to expeft in 
Englifli gardens; of which Payne*s-hill is the 
only {pecimen I liave yet feen. 



^ 9f A June. — I had little idea, when I 
talked of a quiet walk, what Sunday is in 
Kenfington gardens ; but I had no leifure to 
oomment cither upon the beauty or anima- 
tion of the fcene; my thoughts were in- 
ftanily confined to the vexation of finding 
Sir George Rutland evidently in waiting for 

t us. 

After what has paffed, to be thus drawn 
into the appearance of giving encouragement 
to a renewal of intimacy, diftrefled me ex- 
ceedingly. I believe J looj^ed (hy and dif^ 
tant ; I really felt myfelf in an awkward 
iituation. 

.Lady Frances Ruthen foon profefled her- 
felf tired, and propofcd to fit down. We did 
not immediately find a vacant bench; and 
when we did, it was one of the covered &2X^ 
in a rather more retired part of iVve ^^t^^tft. 
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We had not been long feated, when Lady 
Frances faw fomebody pafs to whom (he had 
fomething particular to fay. " TU be back 
in an inftant/' (he faid^ as (he arofe ; ** and 
darting acrofs tlie walk, (he took the arm of 
a young woman, whom (he led away from her 
company in a whifpering converfation." 

The embarraifment of my lituation was 
certainly increafed by my fenfe of it; and, 
not having prefence of mind to think of anfj 
thing that could ward off the fubjedk II 
dreaded, I fat (ilent, and looking fooli(h, as] 
if in expectation of it. 

Sir George began. •* I fear, Mifs Ri- 
verfdale, that my recurrence to Lady Riverf-I 
dale has offended you. The increafed cold- 
nefs of your manner is death to me. I woul 
not perfecute you; I fubmit to your awardd 
but I cannot bear up under your difpleafurci] 
fuffer me to entreat your pardon.'* 

*^ There can be no room for •forgivencfii 
ivliere there is no offence. I muft feel mj- 
felf honoured by the good opinion you pro- 
fefs of me, and grieved that I am precluded, 
by its excefs, from evincing the efteem your, 
worthy charaifler entitles you to.*' 

" I wifhed for an opportunity, Mifs Ri- 
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vcrfdalc, to difclaim every other wifli for the 
prefent, but that of being reftored to the 
friendly footing upon which you had conde- 
fcended to admit me. I have been too pre* 
cipitate ; time only can (how whether or not 
I may be worthy of the high honour to which. 
I had dared to afpire. The fincere devotion 
of an honeft heart is the chief merit I boad; 
and fliould you, upon more thorough know- 
ledge of me, and a nearer view of the world, 
deem it. eligible to prefer folid, rational com- 
forts to fplendid endowments, I would then 
venture to come forward, and fay that every 
thought and adtion of my life fliould be fub- 
fervient to your pleafure.'* 

** I thought that I had been fo explicit 
with Madame de Sainval upon this fubjecSr, 
as to leave no room for the appeal to my 
mother, which has been, and is unfpeakably 
diftreffing to me. I have fo much to appre- 
hend from perfuafions, which ought to have 
the force of commands, but which I unfor- 
tunately have not power to obey, that I fee 
no other mode of doing juftice to you and 
to myfelf, than to withdraw from keeping 
op an acquaintance that would have aflbrded 

VOL. III. I 
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tne true fatisfadion to -have cultivated, upon 
any other terms 4han thofe of future hopes.'* 

** I here relinquish every preteniion that 
ihay be a bar to the happinefs of being ad- 
mitted into your fociety, Mifs Riverfdale," 
he replied, in a tone that penetrated my heart 
with the pain I was inflidling upon his. 
** Many will boaj to you of difinterefted 
love y I will prove mine to be fo. Your 
happinefs, in whatever way it can be effefted, 
is my firft objedt; my pwn, a iecondary 
confideration — Upon my foul it is; and did 
I know the man more likely to promote it, 
you (hould fee the (acrifice I am capable to 
make, and your efteem would repay me." 
. The return of Lady Frances relieved me 
from the embarraiTment of making an an- 
fwer to this generous, noble-minded roan, 
but to produce a greater — for with her came 
Mr. Stanville. 

It was impoffible that the agitation of Sir 
George, and my perplexity, (hould efcape 
obfervation. Mr. Stanville's countenance 
underwent an inftantaneous change, from 
the fprightly animated look, with which be 
had approached, to an air of difmay, that 
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ecmed fcarcely to leave him the power ot 
itterance. 1 

Lady Frances endeavoured to reftore his 
elf pofleflion by a whifper, but in vain. Sir 
jeorge feemed unconfcious of giving caufc 
'JOT obfcrvation, and remained abforbed in 
thought. Lady Frances made an effort to 
roufe him, with as little fuccefs. I tried to 
talk of the company, of the gardens — but it 
vas equally fruitlefs ; (he was by this time (o 
>verpowered by the fituation of both her 
"riends, that (he could make no reply, and 
continued to look from one to the other, 
with intermediate appeals to Heaven, by call- 
ing up her eyes with fo much more meaning 
than it was proper to betray, that I faw no 
>2fource but to advert to the lateneft of the 
hour, and propofe going home. 

This was immediately complied with, and 
her carriage being a chariot, removed the 
difficulty of offering a conveyance to the gen- 
tlemen, who walked away feparately after 
putting us into it; and thus began and 
ended the only interview I have had with 
Mr. Stanville for this lafl: week. 

The moment we were alone. Lady Frances 

r 2 
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Ruthen exclaimed, " My fwcet creature! 
was ever diftrefs equal to that of which you 
are at this inftant the caufe to thofe two un- 
happy men !" 

" I believe my own is at leafl: equal to 
theirs; furely nothing could be more em- 
barraffing than your lady(liip^s leaving me 
tfite a t^te with Sir George !" 

" Nothing could be more unintentional, 
rny love; the fight of Mrs. Delaynes, whofc 
unhappinefs has kept me awake thefe two 
nights, threw me quite off my guard ; aid I 
never confidered what I had done, till your 
difordered looks ftruck me at my return." 

^* I hope, then, you have at leaft had the 
fatisfadion ef being relieved from the anxiety 
Mrs. Delaynes has occafioned you ?** wilhiiig 
to change the fubjedt. 

^' Yes, thank Heaven ! Jim is now JP 
a fair way/' 

*' What age is he ?*' 

*^ She don't exaftjy know/' 

'^ O ! a fervant ? I imagined it to have 
been her font." 

" No, "it is her monkey — and the mod 
intercftbg creature-—" 



I 
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I was too much engrofled to fmile, as you 
will probably do, at Lady Frances and her 
friend^s misfortunes. 
" But, my fwceteft Louifa, what new ri* 
I gour h^ve you been exercifing upon the un« 
I* liappy Sir George ?'* 

^ "I have exercifed none but what confift- 
eflcy called for ; but furely, after what had 
paffed with your ladylhip's knowledge, he 
ought neither to have wifhed, nor have been 
allowed, to be in waiting there to join our, 
party, as he clearly was/' 

^* Why, my lovely angel, what could 1 
poffibly do ? Heaven is my witnefs, I would 
not willingly increafe your diificulties^ and 
between two fuch men, I too welt know, 
though love be out of the queftion, how: 
your feeling heart mud be torn, and every 
pang of it is doubly felt by mine ; ftill, how 
could I refufe his earneft fupplications for at 
favour fo very trifling as this ? It is not in my 
nature to withiland the entreaties of the 
unhappy — " 

" Not even when compliance does but in-' 
creafe their fufferings ?'* 

" My deareft creature, I never find time 
to reflcfl: vpon that till afterward.** 



V 

I. 
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This is fo true, it left me no reply to 
make. Her feelings completely outrun her 
judgment upon every occafion. To the 
warmed of friendly hearts, and an under- 
flanding above the common level, (he joins 
a fentimental enthufiafm, and an imagina* 
tion fo highly wrought by novel reading, that 
(lie not only involves herfelf in every body's 
diftrefles, but frequently increafes both the 
reality and the fenfe of them by her mode of 
participation. 

" Do not you think poor Charles looks 
wretchedly ?" Lady Frances went on, with- ' 
out flopping for an anfwer. " Angelic being 
that he is ! fo noble ! and fo unhappy 1 I 
protcft the very (ight of him awakens every 
fjmpathetic fenfibility of my foul — " 

She flopped. I trembled with eagernefs for 
her to proceed, though I dared not-trufl my 
voice with a queftion. My looks probably 
betrayed my emotion; for, as flie fixed her 
eyes full upon me, flie continued, " Could 
any one fuppofe that countenance to belong 
to a heart fo inacceffible ! the racks, the tor- 
tures, that rend his manly breafl !— " 
• ** You do not impute^hem tome, Lady 
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** To you, and to another lovely objeft." 
Another ! — " 1 faintly uttered. 
My charming girl, how this amiable 
letifibility l?ecomes you ! It quite fubdue$ 
the prudent lefolvc to cpnfine my difcovcries 
to my own bread; I caiinot refill imparting 
to you his unhappy fituation. Mrs. Bland- 
ford has for years infpired Charles with the 
pureft Platonic affeftion, and returned it. — 
At the very inftant that the death of her 
hufband leaves her at liberty td unite her 
£a.te with his, he fees you, and paflion takes 
unbounded poiTeflion of his foul : imagine the 
conflia— " 

I interrupted her with a precipitancy I 
could not fupprefs. " Surely, Madam, in 
whatever way your ladyfhip may have made 
this difcovery, it is not calculated for my 
participation. I entreat to be allowed to 
remain ignorant of what Mr. Stanville has 
not thought proper to impart.*' 

•* This enchanting, delicate forbearance," 
((he gave me credit beyond my due» my 
dear brother) " ftill enhances your other 
perfe^ions, but to betray Charles in this in- 
dance, may prove the moil effedual means 
to fcrr^ biai. " 

J 4 
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" So far, Madam, as it more ftrongly 
points out the rigorous line of condudt which 
can alone refcue me from the very humiliat- 
ing light in which fuch a diftinftion places 
me, and which may effedlually put an end to 
conflids ....** 

•* Humiliathig light, do you call it?*^: 
interrupted Lady Frances, eagerly; "the 
hutnifiation is furely Mrs. Blandford's, after 
fo many years of the pureft attachment, to 
have his mind at length alienated." 

" His mind remains hers, if I understood 
your ladyfliip right ; and, independently of 
that, my heart revolts at any palEon I may 
have inlpired." 

** I perfectly underftand the delicacy of 
your ideas, my love. - Affuredly Mrs. Bland- 
ford poflefles his better part: at the fame 
time, in fuch a man as him, paffion itfelf 
^ muft be fo refined, that both might have 
caufe to be fatisfied ; and fince the laws arc 
fo abfurdly rigorous here, as to confine ma- 
trimony to one objeft only, I am of opinion 
Mrs. Blandford ought to be fatisfied, to follow 
the example of difintcrefted liberality of fen- 
timent he fet her in forming the Platonic 
connection with her duuu^ \\\^ Vvfe o^ ^ \\uC- 
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band (he adored : why (hould it not continue 
equally perfed whilft he adores another, 
wife ?'^ 

" This is really, Madam, a theory fo new, 
as to be above my comprehenfion/* 

*^ You aftonifti me ! I ftiould have con- 
ceived your mind to be equal to al) thofe ele- 
gant difcriminations that foar (b far above 
vulgar prejudices. Did you never hear of 
the German Count, who owed his liberation 
from flavery to the exertions of a lovely girl^ 
who attached herlelf to his defliny, and was 
received with grateful tranfport by his wife; 
who, in return for the obligation, agreed t6 
take her into the matrimonial partnerfhip* 
for life ? But you (liall perufe a tradt of mine^ 
which will be fliortly publifhed, for you 
furely have a capacity for fublime concep- 
tions, which merits cultivation. I entitle 
my eflay, " The Fliilofophif of Sentiment C 
and I truft it will be found to abound with 
novelties which have hitherto efcaped the 
obfervation of moral writers, for want of that 



• Goethe has fince founded his play of Stctla upo*.- 
this anecdote. 
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minute inveftigation with which I boaft of 
having fcrutinifcd the human heart/' 

Fortunately for me, this topic fuperfeded, 
during the remainder of the drive, that which 
had fuggefted it, and left me at liberty to 
indulge a train of thought, which> though 
not of the happiefl kind, was far too inte- 
refting to give way to her philofophic (pecu- 
lations. 

Here then, my dearcfl brother, is the 
clew to Mr. Stanville's inconfiftency. My 
form happens to be cad in a mould that has 
attracted his. eye and fancy, whilft Mrs. 
Blandford is in poffeflion of every delicate, 
refined feeling of his heart — and Mrs. Bland- 
ford, no doubt, is well entitled to them. I 
will endeavour to be neither unjufl nor illi- 
beral in appreciating her merit ; but I here 
refign every thought of Mr. Stanville to her 
fuperbur claims. 

I was not quite unprepared for this, 
Henry : the idea of Mrs. Blandford, and his 
high panegyric upon her, have more than 
once obtruded themfelves in revolving the 
llrange inconfiftencies that have of late dif- 
turbed me ^ but not yet being an adept io 
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^ady Frances Ruthen's theory, I did nob 
n^rftand the compatibility of an attach* 
lent to Mr. Stanville, with that conjugal 
ioration which has involved a three years 
xrlufion from the world. 

I perceive I have many new leflbns to'leara 
iti this famed London. I cannot yet be a 
fair judge, but I will acknowledge to my 
brother, that I am inclined to regi"ct the 
frniple flyle and manners of our fociety at 
Geneva. 



11 /A .—Mrs. Blandford had left London 
foon after you faw her, Henry, and only 
returned about a week ago, without having 
given notice of it to Lady Belfont. No 
ironder we have feen nothing of Mr. Stan- 
nlle : "and it was to Mrs. Blandford*s houfe 
a Warwicklbire he went, -when he left town 
b abruptly. I owe this intelligence to Lady 
Frances Ruthen. Lady Belfont feldom men- 
:ions her brother. I imagine his referve and 
nconfiftencies diflurb her : it is natural they 
IHould. She has a right to his confidence^ 
Krhich I do not underiland his withholding :' 
tHit I have none to judge or blamty ^j:^ 

16 
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fliall not fuffer myfelf to do either. My 
mind is ne/irly made up on this fubjeft : I 
feared it wpuld have been a harder druggie 
than I find it ; but it is not fo very difficult 
to thofe, who think feriouily) to forego hap« 
pinefs in this world, and bend their eye uponi 
a future ilate, where pure afiedion will unite 
all hearts — 

Let not Sir George Rutland, however, be 
again brought forward, or any other mah 
whatever — though I may be refigned under 
abfence of happinefs, I could not devote 
myfelf to pofitive mifery. O my brother ! 
that you were at hand to fupport and fave 
me 1 



13/A. — My obfervation> a day or two agOj 
upon the change in Englifh manners^ was 
meant to be introduftory to the account of 
Lady S — 's affembly after the opera. I de- 
viated, unintentionally, however, into other, 
matters, and have now to relate the events of 
an evening altogether fo faQiionable, and (b 
new, as to throw the affembly of Lady S. 
quite into the back ground. Take the ac* 
count whik the impreflion is yet ftrong; the 
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occurrences of life do not feem calculated to 
take lading hold upon my thoughts. 

Lady Belfont's invitations for the evening 
were to Mrs. Burford's aflembly, and Mrs. 
Harden 's ball. 

Mrs. Burford being of the very firft ton, 
had promifed me a fcene of brilliant fafhion, 

far beyond the Duchefs of B 's laft night j 

where in faft the company had appeared of 
that quiet, refpeftable, irreproachable fort, 
which affords little to criticife, and of courfe 
nothing to talk of, and is therefore diftin- 
guilhed by the finer fet as quizzical. 
- The invitation to Mrs. Harden*s ball came 
from Lady Ruihby, who told Lady Belfont 
file had fifty tickets to diftribute, and as I 
inuft certainly be fond of dancing, I might 
take a partner with me, and as many more 
young men as I wifhed to introduce. .^ . 

' : Of courfe I had no wifli to avail myfelf of 
any fuch liberty. It was, however, parti- 
cularly obliging in Lady Ru(hby, I thought, 
to attend in this manner to the difficulty a 
perfedl ftranger, like me, might be under. 
For waiU of acquaintance. - : - , 

Lady'Belfont's dinner company ftaid and 
played 'at carj,s' tiil near^ ten> viVuck .&^ 
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judged would be too early an hour for Mrs. 
Burford's affembly i but having formerly bcca 
intimately acquainted with her mother, and 
having feen but little of Mrs. Burford hcrfclf 
fince (he came to town, (he wifhed to be 
among the firft> to enjoy fome quiet conver- \ 
fat ion. 1 

At ten, therefore, we went. When wc J 
came to Mrs. Burford's door, the fervanti ; 
looked furprifed, and a fort of buftling whif* 
per among them, fuggefled a doubt to 
Lady Belfont that we were too early. Upon 
inquiring whether any body were yet come, 
we were told that Mrs. Burford had but juff. 
gone up from dinner to drefs; and the 
candles were not lighted in the drawing 
rooms. 

Lady Belfont obferved, that wc (hould 
hurry her by going in, and propofed to go 
and pafs half an hour with the Dowager Lady 
Darly, by which time Mrs. Burford might 
be ready for us. We did fo. 

Lady Darly 's fervants feemcd equaUy un- 
prepared, for a very different reafon. The 
porter told us, my lady bad juft retired 
into her drefling room, to go to bed. Mrs. 
Morrifon, however, came into the hall» to 
inquire who the vifitoisv^ext^ iV^lvci c^^^\V 
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(hould be Lady Belfont, flie might be ad- 
mitted, as her lady had not yet begon to un- 
drefs, and had no objedion to be kept up 
half an hour longer by the company of a 
friend. 

The dear old lady received us with all the 
gayety that fo peculiarly animates her con- 
verfation, and diverted herfelf and us, by the 
comparifon (be drew between her mode of 
life and that of Mrs. Burford. The half hour 
was infenfibly prolonged to near an hour» 
from the difficulty of even knowing how ta 
bYcak away from her'; and it was confiderably 
poft eleven when we returned to Mrs. Bur- 
ford's. -- 

, We now found the rooms lighted up, and 
herfelf juft come into them, with one lady 
and two gentlemen, who feemed to have 
dined there. 

Our reception was peculiarly obliging. 
Mrs. Burfprd expreffed regret to have feen fo 
little of Lady Belfont, which (he attributed 
to the impoffibiiity of doing what one willied 
in London; and added fome flattering things 
to me. I was ftrAick with the extreme ele- 
gance in. the figure and manner of her com- 
ptoion, whom I bad a confufed idea o£ Vv^Nxtv^ 
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fcen before, and was waiting an interval of 
converfation, to inquire her name of Lady j 
Belfont ; but the quick fucceffion of com- 
pany now coming in prevented me, and 
drew all my attention to the beauty of the 
women, and fplendour of their drefles. 

I was ftruck with the change in Mrs. 
Burford's manner, from the friendly frank* 
nefs teftified at our entrance, to the carelcfa 
indifference with which Ihe let every onfr • 
come up to the chimney corner in the third 
room, where (he had taken her ftation, mak- 
ing a flight curtefy, as the groom of the 
chambers named them to her, accompaniedf 
by a ftill flighter " How d'ye do ?'* uttered . 
with an unmeaning fmile and a haughty air^ 
which I at firft attributed to pride; andcon^ 
eluded that the company of this evening were 
an inferiour fet, having overheard one young ; 
lady obferve to another, as they were coming 
up the room, " This is. Mrs. Burford^s pro- 
mifcuous night, next Friday will be felcft." 
Chance having, however, afterward thrown 
iiie within hearing of the names, I, was afto- 
nidied to fee Duchefles, Marchiouefles» 
Couniefles, received with the fame dry dit 
tance, though with now and then the addi- 
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iionof *^ Will you be (o good as to make 
your own party, if you like to play ?" which 
many had done without t^aying to be bidden. 

At length a name, which I did not hear, 
feemed to elcArify Mrs. Burford, and Ihc 
darted into the middle of the room, to wel- 
come with friendly greeting this new arrival, 
(baking hands, and uttering afFedtionate re- 
proaches, at the fame time, for being, fo 
Jate, as the guinea caffino table had waited 
to be made up. In faying this, (lie led her 
friend to a table, and beckoning to the lady, 
md one of the gentlemen we had originally 
found there, Mrs. Burford fat down to cards, 
and appeared to trouble her head very little 
ferther about any body. 

My curiofity was excited by this marked 
predilcftion, and I learnt that it was Mrs. 
Farnham, whofe hulband (of low extradlion), 
from having made himfelf varioufly ufeful to 
fome fafliionable young men, had been 
brought forward in the tonifli circles, and 
gratified by tlie flattering diftinftion of hav- 
ing his dinners quoted, and his claret and 
burgundy drunk, until, his refources and 
credit failing, he had been mofl; ijahutuacid^ 
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thrown into the King's Bench, by his unfeel- 
ing tradefmen, where his amiable wife, whofe 
attachment to him is quite proverbial, regu- 
larly vifits him, as often as her exemption 
from engagements, and the loan of a car** 
riage, enable her to do fo i nay, (he was , 
even once, upon an emergence of his being 
taken ill, known to go — in a hacknej/ coach. 

Although I did not quite join with my 
informer, in admiration of Mrs. Farnham's 
conjugal merits, I reproached myfelf fotv 
having fo precipitately accufed Mrs. Burford 
of a fupercilious arrogance, quite incompa- 
tible with the kindnefs of heart, and. delicacy 
of feeling, which now fo evidently, I thought, ] 
prompted her attentions to a woman la 
diftrefs. 

Lord Belfont approached me^ to inquire 
whether, from what I faw to Digtt, I was in- 
clined to favour his opinion, or Lady Bel- 
font's, in regard to the fine world ? 

" I ha\fe juft dete<^ed myfelf in a miftake, 
my lord, that will make me cautious how I 
form an opinion; but pray fatisfy my curio- 
iity in regard to the lady we found here ?.'* 

'• Why, child, what is become of your 
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memory and your eyefight ? it was only laft 
week you were in fuch raptures with her in 
the charafter of " 

" Impoffible! you don't mean. — ■ 
the aftrefs ?'* 

** Moft affuredly ; who elfe could be half 
fo elegant or attradtive ?" 

•* That was what inftantly caught my 
attention, but I obferved bcfides, that (he 
has been the next objedt of every one*s civi- 
lities after Mrs. Burford ; and then feeing 
her feleded for the guinea party, I concluded 
her to be of the firft confequence." 

" And fo Ihe is, both from her tranfcend- 
ent talents and her iniimacy with Mrs. Bur- 
bidy who is at the very top of the ton. Do 
you carry prejudice fo far, Lo'uifa, as to 
make fituation in life an objection ?" 

^* Far from it, my lord; you mud not 
always interpret furprife into difapprobation : 
I have ever deemed merit and talents the 
firft objefts of reff^wl ; but I did not exi)e6t 
this opinion to obtain in the very great 
ivorld.*' 

Lord Bel font fmiled. 
. •* And pray who is tJie gentleman ?** 
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** A foreigner of royal blood ; the — of 



>> 



I gloried in my country, which thus ad- 
mitted of fetting all paltry accidental diftinc- 
tions of rank and title at nought, in favour 
of fuperiour merit and undcferved misfor- 
tune. 

An event foon occurred, however; to un- 
fettle my opinions again. 

The Duchefs of Doncafter was announced, 
with another lady, whofe arm (lie held, and 
led her up to Mrs. Burford's table, {aying, 
** Give me leave to introduce Mrs. Jones to 
you ?" Mrs. Burford, without raifihg her 
eyes, or addreffing a word of civility to Mrs.- 
Jones, returned a kind of half bow to the 
Duchefs, and faid, " They have been wait- 
ing for your Grace at commerce this hour, 
and Mr. Burford has at length undertaken to 
play till you came; dofet him at liberty, for 
you know he is never happy till he gets to. 
faro." 

" I fliould have been here fooner,'* the 
Duchefs replied, " but the unexpeded ar- 
rival of Mrs. Jones from Dorfetfliire, and the 
neceffity of equipping her a little decently 
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)cfore I could produce her here, delayed 
ne ;'* and as (he laid this (he moved towards 
he commerce table, followed by Mrs. Jones, 
vho did not feem quite to reli(h her recep- 
ion. 

" Did you ever know any thing like 
)ringing Mrs. Jones, without afking leave 
)efore hand ?" faid Mrs. Burford to her 

m 

iarty. *' I have no notion of fuch Duchefs- 
ike airs ; I hope I (howed her I have not. I 
nake a point of admitting nobody into my 
loufe but whom I invite myfelfJ' I did not 
it that moment underftand the full meaning 
)f this, but the courTe of the evening en- 
ightened me. ^* And fuch a poor, ftupid, 
roulitryfied looking thing !" fhe continued ; 
* I declare (he's quite a difgrace to one's 
party; and married to a fufty clergyman, 
Bvhom nobody knows !'^ 

" She is tlic Duchefs's own niece^'* ob- 
ferved Mrs, parnham. 

« Not the better born for that,*' Mrs. 
Burford replied. 

, " A woman of extraordinary underftand- 
ing arid accompli(hments, I have been told,*^ 

faid — . " Invaluable ia her domef- 

tk circk." 
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•* Why, then, to her domeftic circle (he 
had better confine herfelf, till flie acquires 
talents better calculated for the world — thofc 
of drefs and play. I imagine (he and the 
parfon cheer their evenings by two or three 
hits at iixpenny backgammon — and did you 
ever fee fuch a figure in your life ? The 
Duchefs*s woman has tricked her out with 
fome of her grace's caft -off caps—' * 

I now difcovered, to my ov/n mortifica- 
tion, and Lord Belfont's amufement, what 
the talents and accompli (hments are, which 
go before rank and fituation in the fine 
world. 

" Do but fee,*' exclaimed Mrs. Farnharo, 
" how (he (lands gawking and flaring about 
her, without a foul to fpeak to, he ! he ! he! 
I declare it's quite too good. O dear, and 
there's Jem JeflTop taking a furvey of her with 
his glaf^. I wifh I could catch his eye, I 
would really get him to go and quiz her, 
out of mere good nature, poor thing, to (ave 
her from appearing fuch a folltary numps — ^I 
proted he's going to do it of his own accord. 
I'd give a guinea to be within hearing.'* 

" It (lands you in more than that already," 
fdjd Mrs, Burford, with fome difpleafure. 
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•' . In your attention to Jem Jeffop, you have 
twice broke the ten I had made for myfelf ; 
and here's great caffino loft, and the rubber 
along v^ith it.'* 

A claim of five guineas, in payment of a 
full rubber, feemed to recall Mrs. Farnham*s 
thoughts, rather difagreeably, to what (he 
was about. " Curfe her fcarecrow figure !'* 
(he exclaimed; " I hardly remember to have 
i)een guilty of fuch an overfight before. 
i That's five' I owe you, then, " turn- 
ing to her right hand antagonift. 
" You may ozve the D — . / have paid 

•- " replied Mrs. Burford, with a fly 

^ink to her friend. 
** Does that wink imply any particular 
^^ intimacy between Mrs. Farnham and the 
foreigner?'* I aiked Lord Belfont; " for 
your lord(hip will perceive I begin to be a 
little more at home in thefe matters." 
f " Yes, yes, an evening or two here will 
^: form your mind wonderfully ; but Mrs. Bur- 
^" ford only means, that Mrs. Farnham, not 
being poflTeffed of cafh, never pays at all^ 
" and as the D. is probably not aware of that 
little circumftance, (he fcreens her friend^ 
and makes over the debt to him/' 



y/rfi kr.T//. 'Ill'- /!»:ii)''^* '^r*: ftM ifr> h**^ 

if^finittl 'jvoiiM fif /l'»«//n^ y/ii« kr*/jT^ ?" 

** Ay, )\uf\ A ff/'fff] i\f >^\ ih if Iff \tt Ji 
iffhl i " /|/#h f l/'f Mfi;. /?frff>»rd^ frff<>( 
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tiy flii<i fifr»#- l^rn pUtf\f iiAf] rh/^/lf- l»i 

ihf^y h/li!( rfl^, (>-ffii^/l f/i h^ <^fiv*'rrfirij{ 

m/rff fr'rhf^- ^ftf/l f« ([,*/» fill /*l rl<g;;f»{f/>f fft 

<rr»ftff MKifi, #v/,j, f/, fi,/ i\ji} v;^/»rnf.|, j 

foim^tlt^i^ Hij^i i,,^^, j,|^ji,, r»./S(i>/* ; 
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plied, •* I muft inform you that Jem Jeflbp 
is a thorough bred politician, and Dodtor 
Jones happening to be rcdtor of the borough 
that returns him to parliament, and to have 
great influence with his parilhioners, Jem 
thinlis it very well worth while to affume, for a 
moment, manners which he would not for the 
world endanger his confequence with the fine 
women, by allowing himfelf to be really pof- 
fefled of, perfedtly aware that elegant imper- 
tinence would* not fucceed with Mrs Jones/* 

I imagine my countenance betl^yed fomc 
little vexation, at being thus ^onftantly 
tranflated out of all the favourable meamngi^ 
J affixed to what I faw; for Lord Belfont 
addec^ ^ Watch him when he leaves Mrs. 
Jones, and if he do not foon convince you 
of what I have faid, I Will agree to let you 
join my wife agaiaft me in future — " 

And fure enough, upon quitting Mr$. 
Jones, he came towards our fide of the 
room, and completely refcued bis cb^rader 
from every impeachment of poHtenefs, by 
throwing himfelf into a chair to which a lady 
of very decidedly high falbion was making 
her way, and with a half yawn and ^ flretcl), 
ikid. to her, " What a d--4 bote a tKd^ange 

VOL. HI. K 
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of this kind is ! — I wonder Mrs. Burford 
don't cut half her vifiting lift: — it would be 
friendly in you to advife her. Lady Jane.*' 

". Lord,. no, I like it/' was the reply. " I 
told her I would come to night, on purpofe 
for the amufement of quizzing^ if I could 
but get a fe^t to obferve upon them at my 
eafe as they pafs." 

" You have no chance for that, but by 
making up a caflino, or accepting the half 
of my chair. I would fuffef any inconve' 
nience to accommodate you." 

" You are more flattering hy half than I 
cxpedled," returned Lady Jane, laughing, 
" and if I don't meet with any body that 
will carry their civility hatfz, ftcp fa5ther, I 
(hall be reduced to avail myfelf of your offer; 
for I pofitively cannot ftand five minutes 
longer, Tm fo fagged with the drawing 



room.*' 



" How the devil could you mifmanage it, 
foas to let that fag you ?" faid he, without 
ftirring. " I thought you always contrived 
to make it half an hour's bufinefs, by going 
very late, and throwing yourfelf immedi- 
ately in the way of being fpoken to." 

•• Why don't you know that I have the 



' 
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misfortune of being coufin*s coufin to the 
bride that was prefented to day, and was of 
courfe upon duty in her train ?'* 

•* Gad, I protcft there (he comes !'* cried 
Jem, turning his glafs full upon hen *^ How 
eminently well (he is drefled ! — and Lord 
Kefwick and the Duke of Berk(hire in at- 
tendance upon her already. I muft go and 
make my bow;" and flarting up, he left 
h Lady Jane the difpofal of the zvhole chair, • 
^* whilft he entered into a very animated con- 
verfation with the bride, and quite eclipfed 
her former attendants. 

*' And pray who is Jem Jeflbp, who feems 
to be of fuch firft-rate confequence with the 
' women, and cut out the men at pleafure?'* 
" That is a queftion,*' faid Lord Belfont, 
•* which I cannot (b eafily anfwer, his reign 
^having commenced during my abfence; 
never having heard any mention made of his 
connexions, however, I conclude he does 
not particularly pride himfelf upon his an- 
ceftry. ' His confequence has, I believe, ori*, 
ginated in a fchool intimacy with the Mar- 
quis of 'K , which was renewed abroad, 

where his fuperiouiScnowledge of th^ Vswx- 
guagc5 proved u/cful to his loidftvv]^. Tcik^ 

K 2 
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returned together, and being poflefled of the 
happy talent of availing himfelf of circutn- 
ftances as they offered, he has pufhed him- 
felf not only into the firfl: circles, but to 
take the lead in tbem : his friend has like- 
wife brought him into parliament/' 

" And he is probably pofleffed of a for- 
tune to bear him out, in vying with the rich 
and great ?'• 

' ^* Not a fixpenCe that I know of, lave 
what hi^ aflidufty at the gaming table may 
have fiipplied him with ; and' the feat in par- 
liament ferves as a convenient fcreen from 
creditors.'* 

" And his nickname .^'* 

** Merely the abbreviation of James, by 
which his cronies firft diftinguifhed him, and 
which it is become fafliionable for dafliingmeo 
^ to preferve. You will hear of Jack Maun- 
ders, and Tom Whim, and others that do 
not occur to me ; and for any woman to fay 
Mr. James Jeffop, or Mr. Thomas Whim, 
Would ftamp her a quiz at once." 

Lady Belfont had by this time rifen from 

the whift table, and entered into converfation 

with Mrs. Jones, in whofe countenance there 

is a prepofleffing exptct^ow. ol ^^ttvs^^ttf* 
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and animated fenfe, which more than overr 
balances the timidity of manner and fimpli- 
city of drefs, that had provoked luch fevere 
animadverfion. I immediately joined them» 
and found her congratulating herfelf upon 
the renewal of an old acquaintance. The 

_ r)uchefs of Doncafter, who was within hear- 
ing, alked whether Lady Belfont were going 
to Mrs. Harden's ball ? and upon being an- 
fwered in the afErmlaiive, added, ** Do be 

;. fo kind, then, as to take charge of Mrs. 
Jones, i (hall look in for ten minutes myf 
felf, in my way home, and relieve your ladyt 
fliip from any farther trouble about her.'* 

Lady Belfont readily complied ; upon 
which a lady called acrofs the room, " Fiff' 
Heaven's fake, who is this Mrs. Harden, that 
every body feems to be going to ?" 

" I can't guefs, for my life," replied th^ 

^ duchefs, " I never heard of her before »laft 
night." 

* 

** I thought I underftood your grace was 
going there ?" faid Lady Belfont. 

" O yes, {q lam, to oblige Lady Rachel 

> Lyme, who has taken her up, and invite^ 

her company for her, and particularly re? 

quefted that two or three of u% ftvovxVi ^.'^r 

K 3 
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pear there, were it but for five minutes, to 
give it a certain eclat.'* 

" I hear it's to be monftroufly expenfive 
and magnificent," faid Lady Jane; " and if 
it had not involved the neceflity of vifiting 
her afterward, I would oblige Lady Rachel 
by going too." 

** As to fending one's name to grace her 
card rack, I don't think there's much in 
that, if it be required," anfwered the du- 
chefs : " but I (hould never think of inviting 
her to my houfe ; you know that's a very dif- 
ferent thing." 

" True; as you fay,*' laughing, " if 
(licking up one's name by the fide of her 
chimney fatisfies her, in return for fpending 
fome thoufands to obtain it, I don't fee 
why it (hould be. grudged ; and fo if you'll 
take me, duchefs, I'll attend you there." 

"J fliall be delighted," returned her 
grace, " becaufe having fomebody to laugh 
with, makes it fo much better, you know; 
only for pity's fake, .Lady Jane, take care 
Lady Rachel don't overhear you, you are 
apt to be fo very candid and above board in 
your ridicule; and (he.'s quite in earneft 
about it, 1 affure you*" 
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" Don't you incline to be a little ferry for 
poor Mrs. Harden, who feems to have thrown 
away fo much money and trouble to pleafe 
an ungrateful world ?*' faid Mrs. Jones, when 
we were in the carriage. 

** I don*t quite undcrftand this new mode 
of not inviting one's own company," replied 
Lady Belfont. " Probably Lady Rachel 
Lyme is fome young married woman, to 
whom Mrs. Harden is good-humouredly 
giving a ball, and whom (he indulges in 
pleafing herfelf in the company; and if fo, 
(he is very ill requited indeed, I think." 

Lord Belfont fmilcd. " I fay nothing — 
you know, Louifa, I am always abufed for 
feeing things in their true light ; I am deter- 
mined my wife (hall judge for herfelf to 
night." 

We were long in getting up to the door, 
which gave Mrs. Jones time to make many 
original, pleafant obfervations ; and (he drew 
a comparifon between a town and country 
life with much tafte and feeling, as well as 
ftrong traits of humour. 

Here is another inftance where, as in the 
cafe of Lady Belfont, I felt ftrong partialitif * 
upon n'jgbt: acquaintance. TVvcic v& ^ti m* 

K 4 
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flindtive, mutual attradtion, I believe, in 
true goodnefs, which outftrips judgment and 
reflexion : their corroborating evidence after- 
ward fupplies a reafon to bold out to the 
world, but the friendfliip is formed before 
there is time for the cold inveftigation. 

Mrs. Jones inquired after Mr. Stanvillc- 
and fpoke of him in terms of great admira- 
tion. She alluded to fome particular cir- 
cumftance which had raifed him high in hes 
efteem : it was not explained, and I did noi 
venture to aik any queftions. Of what im- 
portance can it now be to me ? The lefs 1 
hear of his merits the better, except foi 
Lady Belfont's fake, indeed, who has fuch 
cau{e to be proud of her brother. Mrs. 
Jones is an intimate acquaintance of Mn. 
Blandford's, and fpoke fuch praifes of bet 
too ! Is it not a little odd, that an inftance 
fo uncommon, as an avowed Platonic at- 
tachment between a young, handfome, fingk 
man, and a very beautiful young marriec 
woman, fliould fcem to be fo perfe&ly un- 
derftood and admitted, as never to be giancexj 
at by the tongue of flander ? This was a doc- 
trine you held inadniiffible, my dear brotherj 
i|r/i6fl_di/cvffing the. fubjeft of Prince Po- 
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Jiniki. Jt probably refts upon the bfgh cha- 
raftcr of the parties. — But how have 1 got 
into this fubjed, which I fat down with fuch 
a predetermination to avoid ? I wifti to efcape 
from oiV own heart, by forcing, even in foli^ 
tude, my thoughts back into the turmoili 
and follies of the world. 

Proceed we then to Mrs. Harden's, where 
in good truth there was folly fufficient to 
fmtisfy any fon of diffipatioa. 

We felt diftrefled upon ourfifftentrancet, 
from not knowing* even by fight» the miftrefs 
of the boufe. She had l>een pointed out^ 
however, to Lord BeUbnt^ at the operas 
** and you will foon fee that it is not eafy to 
xniftake her," faid he. 

" Not eafy, indeed P' repeated Mrs. Jones> 
upon Mrs. Harden 's coming towards us ai- 
jnoft immediately after. " Could it be fup* 
poied poiTible, that at this tipse^ when everjr 
one feems to claim the pFivikgje of fii»gula« 
rity, for I - have fcarcely feen aay two people 
drefTed alike tonight, that (he fliould have 
found means & eminently to ^»ut&ar the 

It turned chiefly, I betievcu t^^poi^ t&e p»- 
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drefs: the one was awkward and vulgar beyond 
defcription, whilft the other was the moftex- 
penfively faftiionable that could be devifed. 

Figure toyourfelf, a tall, fat, red nofed, 
elderly woman, tricked out by the hands of 
faOiion itfelf, in the femblance of Mrs. Beau- 
vais (for Lady Rachel, defirous to make the 
beft of her proiSgie^ had obtained her per- 
fonal attendance at Mrs. Harden's toilette) ; 
every outr^ appendage that could be con- 
trived to hang upon her, was added to an 
immenfe difplay of diamonds. This blazing 
figure was preceded by Lady Rachel Lyme ; 
a little, duivelled, paralytic fprighty with a 
ihaking-head^ the redded; cheeks, the blacked 
eyebrows, and the whiteft teeth, that Bond- 
ftreet could fupply, tittering, tripping, flirt- 
ing, ^ fixty, with all the juvenility oi fix- 
^cen. Mrs. Harden, eternally bawling to 
her, « Who^s this ?"— ^' Who's that ?•'— as 
(he p^iifTed catching the names that were an-*' 
nounced to her at their entrance ; whilft her 
attention was fo rivetted, to the not loiing 
fight of her conduflrefs, that (he kept en- 
tangling her feet in every train^ running her 
bsdjoon hat into every eye^ and the feathers 
jjjio cveiy candle Ihc cam^: ivfc^i- 
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Lord Belfont was in raptures. " There !'* 
he cried, ** that's the timid, innocent, young 
thing," (howing Lady Rachel, " to whofe 
account Lady Belfont was willing to fet down 
the extravagance of Mrs. Harden in giving 
this ball." 

Even Lady Belfont's good nature could 
not wit liftand joining in the laugh the con- 
traft excited. *• I begin to fear, Louifa," 
Ihe whifpered, ** that I fliall, for once, be 
obliged to acknowledge my hulband in the 
right, at the hazard of increafing the rigour 
of his cenfures ; but I really am at a lofs to 
find an admiflible motive to excufe the part 
either of thefe ladies is afting this evening." 

Mrs. Harden prefently bolted forward, 
attended by a young man, whofe glafs^ un- 
remittingly direded at me, had for fome time 
paft been very troublefome. " Mifs,*' cried 
(he, with a provincial dialed, " here's a 
young beau dying for the honour of your 
han^ in a minuet.'^ 

** Gad ha mercy ? a minuet \ My good 
madam, do ye take me to be come out ot 
the tombs?" exclaimed the young man. 
^ For beauty's fakcj, don't affix fuch a ri(ii- 
culc to i»e/" 

K 6 
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" Well, well, a country dance, then, of 
a cowtillbn, it be all the fame to Mifs,'' re- 
fumed Mrs. Harden. ** I didn't know as 
minuets was out of date, not I.V* 

I begged to be excufed dancing. 

" Merciful gracious ! What, come to a 
ball, and not dance ! Do, pray, my lady, 
lay your commands upon Mifs, to dance with 
^^. — whatd'yecallum here, as afked me t6 
introduce him on purpofe." 

Mr. Whatd'yecallum had, however, qui* 
ctly turned upon his heel at my anfwer, and 
refumed his former attitude. 

** I have no commands to lay upon Mifs 
Rivcrfdale," returned Lady Belfont, fmiling; 
" but as (he is Hot paffionatcly fond of 
dancing, and unacquainted with the gentler- 
man, perhaps — *' 

" Unacquainted!" interrupted Mrs. Haft 

> 

den ; " merciful gracious ! why what can 
that fignify ? No more a'n*t I, if you come 
to that ; but. I wa'n't a bit the lefs willing 
to oblige him, for I dare be bound, as he is 
my lord fomething or other, notwithftanding 
I called him Mr. from not knowing his namey 
as I may fay, for her lady(hip aflured me (bt 
/houldn 't give ticket lo uotv^ V>\A cfsalkf. 
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hat being the fet flie thinks I ought to get 
n among ; for as flic laid very properly to 
ne, (fays fti«) My dear Mrs. Harden — you 
null know, ma'am, her lady (hip has always 
>een fo kind as to call me her dear Mn. 
f^arden, ever fmcc that little matter of friend- 
hip pafled of Mr. Harden 's lending her a 
ew thoufands, juft to keep her out of the 
Cing's Bench, as it were, which would have 
>een fuch a (hocking place, y>ou know, for 
I lady of quality; but I wouldn't wi(h to 
)ave that mentioned on no account, '^or fear 
[he(hould think as I had boafted on't; where- 
as every one knows it was a very great honour 
for Mr. Harden, who was only a linendraper, 
a& I may fay, though a wholefale one, indeed, 
^rhich you know, ma'am, is tantamount to 
merchant, to have a lady of quality come, 
ind humble herfelf to him, as I may fay, to 
lik a favour. He indeed did not feem to 
:hink fo much on't> but as I (aid to him 
[fays I), merciful gracious ! — " 

Here an introdudion impeded the torrent 
>f her loquacity; but it foon refumed'its 
courfei with, *' So as I was faying, her lady* 
Ifaip fays to me, My dear Mrs. Hardda 
[ia/5 ibe), where* $ the u& o( yo^i Qi^iBfi^< 
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if it doesn't make your way into high life ? 
So Mifs needn't have been afeard of meeting 
with any body improper in my hou(e, for 
there a'n't one of Mr. Hardcn^s, or my own 
acquaintance^ as I have given a ticket tO', 
for as her ladyfhip faid (fays (he), if you go 
for to mix your city correfpondents, and 
them there, with my. friends, why, you'll 
never get none of 'em to come near you 
again." 

" Your new acquaintance will have fomc- 
thing to do to make you amends for thus 
difobliging all your old friends for their 
fakes,*' obferved Mrs. Jones. 

" Merciful gracious, ma'am ! why the 
honour of their acquaintance makes amends 
enough of itfelf ; beiides, I make no manner 
of doubt but there will be enough left of to 
night's good things, to give them a very 
fmart hop next week, and mayhap that 
may bring poor dear Mr. Harden about 
again, for he haven't been much of bis own 
man, never fince the preparations of this here 
{6te has been going on, as I may fay." 

** I think it would be worth while to bring 

Mr. Harden about again, indeed/' (aid Mrs. 

Joaes, who fecnxed aiaut^ m\i \lus coa* 
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fation. Lady Belfont was, I believe, too 

ich vexed to have been led in to abet Mrs. 

.rden*s folly, by her prefence, to throw in 

ford, and I was fo perplexed with the im* . 

vable ftare of my propofcd partner, that 

ould only look down like a fool, and play 

h my fan. 

* And perhaps," added Mrs. Jones, play- 

ly, " Mr. Harden may be of opinion that 

ttle patience would have faved much ex- 

ife and trouble, for it is odds but all your 

n acqusuntance may became quality before 

ny years more pafs over their heads.'' 

' Merciful gracious, ma'atn ! but you 

a*t confider what many years is ; for as to 

:oming quality, to be fure, I haven't been 

hout thoughts of that myfelfj but I 

ildn't get Mr. Harden to make no ftir 

)ut bringing up that there addrefs *, which 

had juft as good a right to as Sir Simon 

imb, as now is, the grocer, who was 

ghted of courfe, and .that^ you know, 

uld have fettled the matter at once; I 

luld have been my lady as wel) as the beft 

'em: but there';} no hammering a tafte 

'% 
Probably of congntQUdon on th« CaiUxt ot ^t^ 
hcJ/ba, 
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for gentility into poor dear Mr. Harden*^ 
head, as you (hall judge by this very affair 
here, ma*am. Would you believe as he 
would have been fatisfied to take the Lon* 
don tavern for it ? But as Lady Rachel faid 
to him very properly (fays her ladyfliip), with 
what face in the world, do you think, I could 
go for to invite my friends to the London 
tavern ? And as to Mr. Harden making thcfc 
here difficulties, it can be nothing but out 
of pure ill nature, feeing as he doesn't thiod 
the expenfe j for What can be fo eafy, fays 
her lady (hip (fays (he), as for him and you 
to go to an dtull for a few nights, and give 
up your houfe to Mr. Wultchie and hii 
people for the preparations ? (eeing as you 
have a houfe quite proper, with only tbe 
addition of a ball room from that there place 
at what d'^ye call it, to fill up the yard» and 
fo break a folding doot out of the back psu^ 
lour into it, and that will give a Anejioit 
upon the ground floor, as you (ee, ma*am, and 
the fupper tables in the three rooms above : 
and then, fays her lady(hip (fays (be), by 
only taking down the beds, youll have fbar 
card rooms in the two pair of flairs. To be 
furc I was a little afeaf d Wii^ c^\t^ mida't 
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like to go for to clamber up two pair of ftairs 
For that; but, fays her ladyfliip, depend 
apon't tHey won't mind where they go, fo 
they get it : fo of courfc I thought her hudy- 
[hip mud know bed, being her own cronies^ 
IS I may fay ; only I know as at Briftol we 
[houldn't have liked to have done no fuch a 
thing : and by theie here means, ma am^ we 
::an accopimodate, as her lady (fa ip calls it, a 
matter of fourteen or fifteen hundred people, 
nrhich is the feweft her ladyfhip could unden- 
tajce to invite, without difobliging half her 
rifiting lift. Weil, I'll alTure you, ma'am, 
DOtwithftanding it was all made fo eafy to 
dim, you'll never guefs what a. piece of work 
we had to make Mr. Harden fenfible what 
purpofe it would all anfwer ; and at laft I do 
verily believe it was only to g.et (hut of the 
teafing that he iaid as I mid have it all my 
own way, for he fwore, at the fame time, 
that he wouldn't neither come, nor look near 
the houfc till it was all over^ which was 
rather lucky, as I may fdy, feeing as he mid 
bave forbid them to break through the roofs 
of the bedchambers into the hattucks^ on 
iccount of the lownefs of the ceilings — " 
Here another in t rod u&ion WtenuigA.^^ >Jw^ 
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narrative; and by this time Mrs. Jones, I 
believe, had quite enough of it ; but Lord 
Belfont had, to his infinite diveriion, come 
in for a (hare, and was not willing to let it 
drop, " Upon my foul, I (hould have 
thought Mr. Harden juftifiable if he had 
been a little alarmed for the fate of his attics, 
or of his houfe indeed — for meddling with 
beams is a ferious bufinefs." 

** Merciful gracious ! but they've never 
meddled with the beams at all) that's the 
beauty on't, only juft opened up on all fides of 
'em, and twiiled 'em all about with lampoons 
of hartificial rofes and vines, and real grapes 
hanging to ^em." 

" So that you have but to turn up yo* 
head, and they'll drop into your mouth. 
Well, that is the neweft and mod agreeable 
device," (aid Lord Belfont, hardly able to 
contain himfelf. 

" Lawk o'me, you make me proud ift- 
deed. Sir, for that thought was altogether 
my own. Mr. Wultchy wouldn't have gone 
for to venture upon it, as he faid, of his owa 
head, on account of the expenfe : fo I was 
lorry as he (hould think fo mean of Mr. 
Hardens fortune \ andv^Ueu Ke. faid it would 
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ftand in a matter of five hundred pounds for 
the grapes alone, 1 faid as I didn't think that 
worth minding for once in a way; and if 
you'll pleafe to walk up^ and play a game at 
cards, I hope as you'll think it taftey." 

** I think. Madam, while you were about 
it, it's a pity Weltjie did not fugged pullies 
to hoift your particular friends up flairs over 
the heads of the crowd, for I fee no other 
chance of ever arriving." 

" He ! he f he ! that would have been a 
very good thought ; but as to friends, lawk 
o'me, as I was a faying to thefe here ladies^ 
I haven't hardly fo much as an acquaintance 
in the houfe ; and then to be fure I didn't 
quite expeft as quality would go for to mob 
it in that there fafliion, for I don't know how 
I (hall ever get up flairs myfelf to carve at 
fupper.. But as I was a faying, Sir, the 
worfl on't will all be to come to morrow, for 
poor dear Mr. Harden was hugging Rimfelf, 
as he was a going to bed, while I was a dref- 
fing at the dtull^ that now he (hould have 
nothing to do but to get into his own bed 
again to morrow night, and pay the bills, and 
have done with it ; whereas ycu fee, ma'am» 
it will take at kaft another week to fcl ^ to^ 
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lights ; fo it will certainly be beft^ as I was a 
faying, to get him into good humour against 
by giving his own friends a hop.*' 

" I (hould by all means approve of getting 
Mr. Harden into good humour again, at 
any rate," faid Mrs. Jones. 

" And as forae of our Briftol neighbours 
are at Wapping juft now, why to (how them 
all thefe here prettynefTes, mid improve their 
tafte; for though we don't mind parting with . 
pur money of a pin, in Briftol, merciful gra- 
cious ! we could no more have gone for to 
have invented any thing iik^ this here, than 
we could have flown.'* 

Here a lady coming abruptly up to Lady 
Bclfont, put a final ftop to Mrs. Harden'i 
oratory, by crying out, " Do, dear Lady 
Belfont, point out to me, if you can, the 
hottentot that Lady Rachel choofes 16 pa^ 
tronife, that 1 may make my curtfey- to her. 
I was told 1 couldn't miftake her, but I've 
bunted about in vain, and the Duchefs of 
Dovedale is wainng to take me home with 
her to fupper; and I thall lofe all the merit 
of having come at all, if I go away without 
doing the civil thing." 

'' TJie civil thing I" repeated Jem Jeflbp, 



^ 
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fho had juft worked his way through the 
rowd ; *^ did I ever expeft to hear fuch an 
.ntiquated phrafe from the lips of Lady 
Jlackgrove ? What can tempt you to dero- 
gate thus from all received ideas ?" 

** Dear Jcm,.don't miftake me, I had not 
:be leaft view to the hottentot in my civil i- 
:ies ; for one knows exadtly how to treat 
thc(e fort of people ; one's name in the 
icwfpaper, as having been at their houfc, is 
enough for them ; but Lady Rachel is fo 
confoundedly r/e///e co?/r herfclf, that I fhould 
get into the devil of- a fcrape with her if I. 
omitted this little bit of etiquette ; and you 
know it isn't fafe to difoblige a Jriking 
beauty *. Ha ! ha ! ha !^' 

Jem's reply, and the converfation that fol- 
lowed, which I did not hear, as they moved 
off together, faved Lady Belfont from the 
awkwardnefs of returning an anfwer to the 
unfortunate query, which had fo effedually 



y 



• Alluding, probaoly, to the well known bon mot 
of Lord Chefterfiddy who, upon being told that a vtty 
handfome woman had been provoked to give her anta- 
goniftj in a difpute at cards, x box in the ear, replied, 
< I always conildered her as a^rii;;7^beavxl>|»^ 
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confounded Mrs. Harden, that (he bad taken 
advantage of the crowd to withdrsc^ from 
us. 

"I am very glad you were fpared from 
increafing poor MrsyHarden's mdrtificationi 
by Lady Blackgrove's not recollefting to wait 
for an anfwer," faid Mrs. Jones to Lady 
Belfont. 

" Upon my word, I do not know, that I' 
(hould have been (6 good natured as to. with 
to foften the impreflion of a leflbn that might 
make Mrs. Harden fenfible of the perfcft' 
contempt with which the higher ranks treat 
this mode of bribing them, by dint of extra- 
vagant magnificence^ to mix with their infc- 
riours J for I find Mrs. Harden by no means 
(lands alone upon this ground ; but I was fo 
confounded at Lady Blackgrove's fudden re- 
cognition, after having fat next me for half 
an hour at Mrs Burford's, without appear- 
ing to have the fmalleft recolledion of my 
perfon or features, that I was at a lofs in 
what manner to reply.'* 

^* You will foon be accuftomed to this," 
faid Mrs. Jones 5 " for I am told there is 

m 

not now the fmalleft reafon to. fuppofe that 
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ur being treated with friendly intimacy to 
^bt, (houid entitle you to a curtfey from 
e fame perfon to morrow." 
*' I have been made aware of that/* replied 
wJy Belfont» " by the diftrcfs of more than 
ic unretumed curtfey fince my arrival, and 
n teaching myfelf to withhold my civilitiest 
11 fome previous indication leads me to 
link they will be taken notice of. A few 
»rs, I perceive^ have made a rapid progi'efs 
I high breeding,'* 

Lord Belfont, who had beer) engaged in a 
'hifpering converfation, turned fuddcnly 
3wards me, and faid, •* Did you refufe to 
aoce, Louifa» with that young mat^. whofe 
jafs is juft now direfted at you ?'* ; . 

*• I certainly did." 

" Do you know it is Lord Edward High- 
nore?'* 

** I did not know it at the time I refufed 
bim; but it would have made no difference 
if I had." . 

' ** Have you fuch an infuperable objeftion 
to dancing?" 

" Not at all, my lord ; my infuperable 
Dbjedion is to impertinence/* - 

" I did not know he had fpokerv to ^wi^ 
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** Words are not always requilSte to otft. 
vey that idea. J conceive his peiieveranco 
in daring at me, in defiance of my confuiion 
and diftrefsy - which cannot have cA:apcd his 
notice, will bear no other tranflation." 

" You really, child, expofe your igno- 
rance to a degree that would make me a(hamed 
to have you overheard. Do you know that 
Lord Edward Highmore's notice, if property 
cultivated, would have ftamped yoH the 
reigning beauty of the feafon ? Sir Simon 
Swinnington l)as juft been telling me, that 
Lord Edwar4 had aftually put himfelf for- 
ward to dance with you ; but you feemed fo 
little feniible of the compliment, that, he ii 
inclined to believe you next thing to ao 
ideot, unlefs your being new to the Lbridoa 
world may perchance make you ignorant of 
who he is ; and I am de fired by Sir Simon to 
inform you.** 

** And pray, my lord, what degree of nf/* 
tivation would his notice require, to raife luc 
to the flattering diftinftion you mention?" 

'^ Why, if he had been fufKciently capti- 
vated with your converfation in the dance, to 
fit down by you afterwards, and take cvt 
of you at fuppcii— 'V 
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" My coiiverfation in the dance? you 
jokej 1 don't talk whilft I'm dancing.'* 

" I fear Mifs Riverfdale pays but little 
attention to what's going on," interrupted 
Mrs. Jones, ** or Ihe would not have laid 
herfelf open to this frefli imputation of ig- 
norance, quite as flriking as the firft. Do 
you not obferve that they converfe it up, and 
dance it down ? — that's the true ftyle." 

I certainly had not been obfervant either 
of this, or the perfedl independence that 
feemed to reign throughout the dance; for 
as the whole fet were entirely inattentive to 
the couple coming down, fo ihe couple com* 
ing down were equally carelefs of the fet, 
and appeared quite fatisfied to courfe back- 
wards and forwards, and foot it, and twirl 
round, and throw ihemfelves into attitudes, 
withput the leaft attempt at figure of any 
fort. 

" I now think myfelf doubly fortunate in 
my refufal," I faid; ** for inftead of capti*- 
yating Lord Edward's attention, I Ihould 
have forfeited it paft redemption, by thi 
vulgarity with which I am' apt to mind what 
I am about." 

'** You and Airs. Jones are ^\t^^^^ \s^ \ife 

VOL. III. L 
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witty/' faid Lord Belfont ; " but I wilh you 
vrould let me go and tell Sir Simon that you 
will dance with Lord Edward/' 

" You are not ferious in wiihing it, my 
Iprd ?'• 

^ I am, upon my foul ; I fliould like to 
fee the effeft of fucfa an artlefs, elegant, (en* 
fible. creature, taking the lead in the fine 
world/' 

*• I Ihould forfeit all pretcnfions to the 
fende your partiality allows me, my lord, 
were I to let myfelf be flattered into the 
attempt/* 

" No attempt is requifite. Lord Edward 
Highmore's fuffrage, evinced in a way fo 
unqyeftionable as his moving a flep at a 
ball, will inflantly damp you the admiration 
of all the men, and the envy and model of all 
the women/' 

A pretty confiderable buftle now occurred, 
from a party forcing their way forward, with- 
out the lead regard to the inconvenience they 
occafioned.; and my attention was caught 
by an extremely well drefled, fa(hionable 
looking, highly rouged, ugly young woman, 
furrpundedby ia clufter of men, that feemed 
vying fos her notice. 
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As I could not fuppofe the attradion to 
be in her perfon^ I concluded her to be wife 
to (bme man high in office ;-^but Liadj Bel* 
font explained it. 

** Here comes the proof of Lord Belfo&t's 
afiertion," faid (he, *' and the triumph of 
profligacy. Lord Edward Highmore laid a 
bet of a thoufand pounds, that he would 
raife to celebrity, by his attentions, the 
X>laineft and (illieR: woman that could bft 
a^ced upon. This young woman was the 
objeft feleded by his opponent. He de- 
voted three weeks to the purfuiti in which 
(hort time he has completed her initiation into 
every kind of extravagant folly — ruined her 
reputation, and conftituted her fovereign 
arbilrefs of ion ajidfajliion. It was necef- 
fary to let lomc months elapfe fince his dc- 
re'iftion of her, to determine the wager^ 
which, I have juft been informed, was paid 
laft week ; and he is now beginning to whif- 
per it about as a good joke; but it' is not 
yet enough known to deftroy her confe- 
quence; caps and bonnets ftill are recom* 
mended by her name. But, alas ! the day 
is at hand that will devote her to worfc vthtm 
ber original inCignificanct.^* 

L 2 
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I really now looked upon Lord Edward 
ivith horrour. 

" What a plentiful (lore of pity muft 
Lady Belfont be pofleffed of, to bcftow it 
upon fuch a fool !*' cried Lord Belfont. 

^* The folly is chargeable upon him, 
furcly, contended Mrs. Jones. 

" Her folly is chargeable upon nature/' 
Lord Belfont retorted j " he only took ad- 
vantage of it/' 

But furcly, my dear brother, the injury is 
in making folly confpicuous, and cdnftituting 
the plea of precedent for other fools to take 
ftielter under: folly, fuffered to remain in 
the back ground, may glide through life 
innocuous — without effential detriment, at 
lead, either to the pofleffor or the world. 

^* Since Louifa will not dance," faid Lord 
Belfont, " I think we had beft make our 
way to the card rooms ; her initiation will 
not be complete without that^'* 

The alarming crowd upon the ftaircafe 
made us (brink from the attempt ; but Lord 
Belfont laughed at our fears, and in(ifi:ed upon 
our pu(hing forward. The attempt, how- 
ever, proved more arduous than he bad ex* 
peAed, and muft* 1 \>c\\cve> Vvw^ beea re- 
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Hnquifhed, but for the encouraging aflTift- 
ance offered by Lady Jane, who feems to be 
the Lady Jane par excellence, for I have 
not yet heard herfirnamc. She faid, laughing; 
to Lord Belfont, ^' I hope you don't mean 
to give out; keep clofe to me with your party, 
and ril engage to make way for you ; you are 
too civil by halt :" and in faft flie kimboed 
her arms, and by dint of elbows got on in a 
manner that would certainly not have oc- 
curred to a perfon lefs converfant in the ways 
of the world. 

As our progrefs was, however, very floW| 
Lady Jane expreffed her wonder^ that this 
^ dead (land upon the ftaircafe fhould h^r^d 
taken place at fo early an hour !" Soi^^body 
repHed, '' that the alarm. X)f..f«pper 'had 
fpread, from feeing one of the doors open 
for the fervants to carry in fomething prepa- 
ratory, and feveral people had forced their 
way in after them, and adually placed them- 
fclves at table, and were now locked in by 
Weltjie, who faw no other means of prevent ^^ 
ing the whole fupper from being carried off 
by ftorm, before it was even completed.'* \ 

\* What nonfenfe!" exclaimed Lad^ 

^ 3 
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Jane, " it is not two yet > there has hardly 
been time to fettle ooe's dinner." 

** Probftbly the French cuftom i^ ob* 
taining, of not dining when one means to 
fup," faid Lady Belfont; ** nothing (hort 
of being abfolutely fkmiflbed can account for 
proceedings fo violent as this.'* 

" O Lord, yes,V returned Lady Jane> 
laughing, ^' the defire of having the choice 
of places and tables, is quite fufHcient. I 
ihould probably have been among' the firft 
myfelf, becaufe one's never fure there will be 
accommodation for all, you know ; and it*s 
ja horrid thing to come fecond, and feed likd 
tbe pigs in other peQple's dirt. — I can't ima- 
pntp^ tht added,-** why this fooli(h WQman» 
while Qm was about it» didn't give a mafque* 
lade." 

** It appears to me, as if the preeminence 
of mafquerades was quite fuperfeded," Mrs, 
Jones obfcrved. 

" How do you mean ?'* cried Lady Janej 
'* it's the moft deli^htfU fqueeze of all !" 

" I think we feem to da vaftly well lA 
that rcfpe^t without it," returned Mrs. 
Jiwiesi ** and I always underftood, the pe- 
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culiar advantage of a mafquerade, as arFfing 
from the freedom qfjpeechj and choice of a 
drefs^ at other times inadmiffible; but now, 
that any drefs is chofen, and'any thing isfaid 
without fuch adventitious aid, I really can 
fee no ufe in them at all." ^ 

" And perhaps you think the very mafk ■ 
may find its way into the world, independ- 
ently of fuch a fanftion," added Lord Bel- 
font, looking at a lady, whom chance had 
'at that moment brought us very near, and 
whofe face was bedaubed fo much beyond 
any attempt at imitating nature, that it 
(carcely appeared human; and fhe aftually 
made me ftart. 

" Can't you get on. Lady Jane?" cried 
Lord Edward Highmore, who had followed 
us. 

"Quiz my capabilities!'* exclaimed his 
companion, " if I'm not pinioned like a 
crapaudine^y I cannot exift above a minute 
longer — I (hall faint 1 By all that's falhion* 
able, I (hall! I'm perfuaded my eyes have 
loft their brilliancy already !'* 

• A French mode of broiling p\^^oiis. 

VOL. IIJ. L 4 
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*' Gad rat it ! you arc in a fcrape^ Swinney,*' 
cried Lord Edward; " and, moreover, the bcft 
half of the rouge off your left cheek is at this 
moment enlivening the tips of Lady Lang- 
den's feathers — *' 

•^ Condenfe my calves ! if this isn't alto- 
gether too much. It's quite carnivorous iji 
you, Highmore, to be fo cruel as to tell one 
on't — in this fituation^ too^ where there's no 
redrefe/' 

•* Gad a mercy ! I've a thought Will fave 
you;" and then Lord Edward exclaimed, 
with a voice of affefted terrour, ^* Don't you 
perceive the ftaircafe giving way? Lort! 
Swinney, the ftep is quite loofe under my 
foot!" 

This proved effectual indeed. With wild 
fcreams the crowd that had affailed the fup* 
per room door now made their way up to the 
lecond ftory, and we foon had the ftaircafe 
wholly to ourfelves. Lady Jane, with loud 
laughter, complimented Lord Edward upon 
the brilliancy of the invention. *' I was de* 
termined," faid he, " to refcue Swinney; 
not a hair of your eyebrow (hall be hurt, my 
good fellow, while I can fave you. He's 
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much too good game not to be preferved^ 
isn't he Lady Jane?" turning to herein a 
whifper. 

" By all that's clever ! I was diflied f if it 
hadn't been for you, Highmore — vilify tny 
veracity 1 if I wasn't. Do you think I (iould 
find my way into Mrs. Harden's dreffing 
room, to recover from the depredations of 
thofe pitylefs feathers ? Stupify me ! if I 
can bear the thought of being looked at as I 
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am* 



** I thought, Swinney, you always carried 
your rouge box and pocket glafs about you, 
to obviate any misfortune of this jgind ?'* 

" By all that's fafhionable I I always do 5 
but then one miglit get quizzed by ufing 
them in public, you know, and I haven't 
nerves to fkand quizzing ; I haven't upon my 
reputation l" / 

This ridiculous bej'ng was the identical Sir 
Simon Swinningford whom Lord Edward 
had deputed the herald of his confequence to 
Lord Belfont, when I had declined dancing— 
and thefe are young Engllfhmen of falhion^ 
, Henry. 

We had no farther difficulty to make ouc^ 
way into a card room, feparated ftotjv W\^ 

^ 5 
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ttStf when Ac fcene exhibited ztAt&ra 
table iboD drtw off my attention from the 
t^onders of Mfs« Harden's gnipes> feftoonsi 

^ 1 did iiot e^A that Mrs. Harden 
could already hav« attained this fummit of 
&ihionable glory/' faid Mrs. Jones. ^^ I 
liad underftood thefe was a combination 
againft all interloping banks." 

•« So there is," replied Lord Belfon^) 
^' but this is Lady Rachel's own concernf 
lAiid ient here for the night." 

The banker^ and his attendant crotipierst 
were engaged in a difpute, as we entered, 
:i7ith a yoting, pretty woman, wha was 
feated at the table. " I am perfeftly cer- 
tain, madam, that there were but five gui^ 
Beas upon that card when you made the pa«* 
toli," faid the croupier. 

" You fee there are ten now. Sir,*' (he 
teplied, coolly, putting her card forward for 
payment. 

** But how they came there^ madam, is 
the queftion," faid the banker. ^ 

f' That was your look out," (he an** 
fweredj *• I claim payment of my thirty 
guineas/* 
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^ I opened that her perfcd compiofure 
would have made the man afliamed of the 
meaning that his words Teemed to convey; 
but he calmly faid, " Very true, madam^ 
the look out of the croupiers, at lead, if not 
mine, T cannot have my eyes every where t 
a little ,more watchfulnefs, gentlemen, if yoa 
pleafe, to the croupiers, or the bank muft 
be ruined ;" and he paid the money. 

" How much more mildnefs Ihe muft 
poflefs than her countenance befpeaks !** I 
robferved to Lady Belfont, ** to let fuch an 
^font paf^ ; — for really what h& faid might 
almoft have been conftrued into a fufpdcion 
of her having Hipped more money upon the 
card unfairly.*' 

Lord Edward High more, whom I had 
not perceived to be juft at my elbow, burft 
into a loud laugh, exclaiming, before Lady 
Belfont could anfwer; ^^ Gad rat it ! it^s too 
much ! — quite too much !— the almojl will 
pofitively fuffocate me. — Pra)6, ma'am, where 
fiiay you come from, never to have heard of 
that injured fair before ?'* 

I was too much ofFended with his. ill 
breeding to give any anfwer. A lady at the 
(able looked round to Lord ^^^.^> ^^^ 

J- 6 
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(aid, ** If you wifti to punt I'll make rooc& ; 
or give me a rouleau, and Til manage it fo£ 
you; Tm in luck tonight." 

*^ No, crucify Faro!*' ^ returned Lord- 
Edward^ " I've Jio patience for it, it keeps 
one too long in fufpenfe: rouge and noiriox 
me> a man may be made or marred at it ia 
five minutes. I like viciffitude>' it prevents 
the current of life from ftagnating." 

^^ Petrify my plaufibilhy I if that isn't in- 
definitely what I think/' exclaimed Sis 
Simon,, who had juft rejoined his friend, with: 
his rouge repaired. " Cataftrophe is youx 
only ! — I'm devoted to cataftrophe." 

Mrs. Jones obferved, in a whifper, ^ Slip* 
fcpifm is not confined to females,, now-a- 
days, I perceive." 

" Doa't miftake that for xunintentional, 
however," faid Lord Belfont. " Swinning- 
ford's folly in drefs and manners finds fd 
many imitators, that he is now trying his in- 
fluence upon language, as vvell by introduc- 
mg a high foinding word,, where it conveys 
no fort of meaning, as by the novelty of his 
fubftitutes for oaths.'* 

1 give him credit for his invention iQl 
pomt of fwearing," faid Lord Edward j '' it> 
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mi^rtal good. I (hould be apt to adopt it^ 
but that I fcorn to imitate any man. Oaths 
are unqueftionably requifite to the energy of 
converfation. Gad rat it ! I (hould never 
know how to get on without : but ftill, as 
Swinney fays, a good fubftitute anfwers all 
the purpofe, and marks the diftinftion be- 
tween a gentleman and his groom." 

" I admit the validity of the reafon,'* faid 
Mrs. Jones, archly ; " one is glad to find 
fomething to diftinguifh them by. Now 
the Duchefs of Daftier is not reftrained by 
any fuch ariftocratic confideration, for I've 
heard her rap out oaths that might have 
ftaggered her groom.'* 

" That's habit," replied Lord Edward — 
" I*ve often told her I thought it indelicate,, 
and propofed Swinney's example to her ; it 
affords fuch free fcope to imagination, that 
ihe might be very confpicuous in it.** 

" Perplex my pedigree ! I (hould be 
eclipfed — demonftrativcly eclipfed," cried 
Sir Simon. • 

Mrs. Jones pointed out a remarkably 
mean looking man, at the farther part of the 
table, who was placed next to Lady Rachel^ 
and receiving in(tru<5tions from Vvw m Vi^ 
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game ; and whofe cards loft as faft as he put 
money on them. 

" That's Mackay, the broker's fcin," faid 
Lord Belfont. 

«* One of Mrs. Harden»s city friends, ad- 
mitted as an exception ?" 

•* Not at all; in the great world, under 
Lady Rachel's immediate patronage, a full 
purfe, and the proper application of that little 
cabaliftic word, fept-le-va^ gains him admit- 
tance every where.'* 

At this moment a lady rofe from the table, 
with an exclamation ofi " Curfe little 
figure !" fo violent as to make fome of us 
ftart. ** Such a diabolical run !** continued 
fte^ " I have loft upwards of two hundred 
pounds in ten minutes," tearing the cards, 
and fcattering them in a phrenzy. 

Mrs. Jones and I were perfedtly thunder* 
ftruck, when our attention was fuddenly 
turned to the appearance of another extra- 
ordinary buftle. An agitated whifper was 
circulated a;nong the byftanders, which was 
taught by one or two of the punters, who 
earneftly interfered, by infifting that the deal 
Aould be finilhed before the communicatkMi 
wiiB made. 
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^ What may this be ?'* I alked Lady 
Bclfont ? 

^^ Lord Bloomfield is at the point of 
death/' faid Lady Bclfont, ** and they wiQi 
to prevent Mr. Blackney's being told of it, 
on account of interrupting the deal/' 

" Is Mn Blackney the banker ?" 

" Not the banker, only dealer of the 
cardsy for which he receives five guineas per 
hour/' Lord Belfont faid. 

" ^And what has he to do with Lord 
Bloomfield ?•' 

** Only his brother/' 

" Nay, now indeed, my lord, you arc 
putting my credulity to the proof. A gen- 
tleman ! and paid for his time by the hour ? 
Impoffible!" 

Lord Belfont laughed^ and repeated the 
aflertion. Mrs. Jones was as much furprifed 
as I was. This was new to her, who had 
been out of London three or four years. 

The deal being ended, the news of Lord 
Bloomfield's danger was imparted to Mr. 
Blackney, who immediately requefted Lady 
Rachel Lyme to fet him at liberty. 

^ Lord I I never knew any thing ib dif* 
agreeable in my life,'* cried Lad^ lkadC&k^\ 
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" I don't know who in the world to fubfti- 
tute in your place j I fuppofe half an hour 
can't make much difference, till I can find 
fomebody — '! 

** It will not admit of a moment's delay,** 
he aniwered. 

" Curfe this affedlation of fentiment !" re- 
torted Lady Rachel ; ** Tm fure you never 
pretended to care (ixpence for him beforei 
and now, if you break me up, all the pua- 
ters will fly off to Mrs. Burford's, and we 
fhall lofe the benefit of the night's fitting.'* 

** There is no affedation in it, upon my 
foul ! You know Bloom field has a good deal 
in his own power ; and this apparent wifli for 
reconciliation, in fending for me, may por- 
tend me a (hare of it." 

" Well, I allow thai^s unanfwerable ; but 
it's confounded unlucky, that, after linger- 
ing fo long, he (hould juft make his exit fo 
malapropos for me : I inlift, however^ upon 
your finding a fubftitute, that will not takt 
you ten minutes.'* 

*' Here's Jenkjrns, ready found/' faid hei. 

A demur of a minute enfued : after whick 

Lady Rachel faid, " No„ I'm deteraiioed 

J'U deal iuyfclf. Nq ofeucc to youj" added 
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fhe, fmiling, to Mr. Jcnkyns ; " but you 
know Vm fuperftitious ; and I dreamed laft 
night that Jcnkyns broke the bank." 

And accordingly (he took the dealer's 
place, without feeming to caufe the leaft 
fufprife to any, but fome of our party. 

** Gad rat it ! I give her credit for that,'* 
cried Lord Edward. " You know, Swinney, 
Jcnkyns dealt one night, and held the cards 
in fuch a doubtful manner, there was no af* 
ccrtaining whether he drew from the top or 
the bottom, fo we all gave out ; though, as 
feveral of us arc (harers, none cared to fpeak ; 
becaufe he's fuch a rare pigeon when he 
fits down to punt, he lofes his temper fo 
confumedly.'* 

.*• ril giye you fome advantage from my 
dream, however, Jcnkyns," refumed Lady 
Rachel ; " you (hall ptint if you've a mind.'* 

" Confound my capacity ! if that isn't ad- 
mirable again," exclaimed SirSimon^ 

** I've loft every farthing I had about me, 
at rouge et noir," faid Jcnkyns. 

" The more reafon for your trying to re- 
cover it here," replied Lady Rachel. " Make 
mc your private banker^ and draw freely v 
your word wiU do with n\c for a. l\\ou^^tv^r 



£34 LETTERS OF 

•* Do you twig Swinney ?" faid Lord Ed- 
ward. " Devil curfe me, if ever I faw any 
thing better done." 

^* Incommenfurately fuperlative 1 By aQ 
that's fa(hionable^ fliers up to aoy thing." 

Jenkyns fat down-^with what fuccefs may 
be eafily gueffed j but we did not ftay to in- 
quire. 

" And is tliis womarv really countenanced , 
by people of charader ?" faid Mrs. Jones. ^ 

^* Not only countenanced, but con- 
fidered," replied Lord Belfont, ** the very 
heft creature in the-xoorld; fo excefioelf 
good humourtdy andfo muchfenjibilityl I 
heard her panegyric in thefe very words^ nci 
an hour ago." 

" It would be a mortal good quiz,** f«d 
Lord Edward, " to awaken her fenfib'dity to 
Lady Plymore's iituation at this moment i 
her bofom friend, you know." 

" Do, God blefs you, do," (aid Lorf Bd- 
font, '' ril affift you.'' 

Lady Belfont attempted to interpofc, in 

ydAtk, his lordfliip was too elate with the 

triumphs of the night ; for, befide all that I 

have related, he had^ indulged himielf in 

pointing out to mc, viVitlVv^x '^\x^^ « t«A I 
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cannot fay, all the private connexions he 
bad before undertaken for. •* No, no," he 
cried, ** let's follow it op, Louifa fliall fee 
all the humours on't, I'm determined." 

And he followed Lord Edward round the 
table, till they got clofe to Lady Rachel. 

" Poor Lady Ply more ! Gad rat it ! I 
quite grieve for her," began Lord Edward. 

«' What of her P** faid Lady Rachel, with- 
DUt raiting her eyes, or ftaying for the an* 
fwcr. ^ Seven lofes— 'figure wins.** 

" Ay, it*s a fad ftroke, indeed,** cried 
Lord Belfont. 

** And nine wins — ^thc half for the banker,** 
umtinued Lady Rachel: and while the 
croupiers were gathering the money, ** For 
Biercy*s fake, what has happened to her? You 
blow (he's my mod intimate friend/' 

^ Tes, that makes one fo unwilliitg to 
alarm you,'* rejoined Lord Edward ; " but 
ically her (ituation is fo critical — '* 

" How can you be fo barbarous? You 
terrify me to death. Eight lofes — five wins 
— SOf no. Lady Lightfoot, that won*t do 
'-^the fept'le-va (bould be oflF." 

♦♦ It was transferred from, the ten^" fe^vd 
Lad/ Lightfoot. 
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" The ten loft but a moment ago— fee 
here — '* turning backfome of the cards. 

*' Devil take her Iharpnefs !*' muttered 
Lady Lightfoot; " if her friend was dead, 
'twould make no difference.'* 

'' Well, Lord Edward r''~faid Lady 
Rachel. 

" Why the faft is, that her daughter has 
contrived to elope with the groom at laft— 
this very morning ; and the poor woman has 
been in fits ever fince, which are likely to 
prove fatal." 

" Good God of Heaven ! You rack my 
nerves to that degree — figure lofes — ^littk 
figure wins — (he will never furvive the 
ftroke !'' 

" I fuppofe not," faid Lord Belfont, "for 
it h:^ thrown the gout into her (lomach; 
and I hear Doftor Heberden doubts her 
getting over the night." 

" Can any t^hing be fo cruel, as telling me 
this in this fudden manner ! without the Icaft 
preparation ! and at a moment when it is fo 
impoffible for me to get to her ! — Do, for 
mercy's fake, give me fome aromatic vin^ar, 
fome of you 1 I'm fo agitated, I can fcaree 
feparsitc the cards, E\^\\l\ofc%--^^Nt\v^vttf(-**'. 
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^* How favage ! how unfeeling ! to alarm 
ler in this dreadful manner," was muttered 
ound the table s " flie'U never be able to 



50 on." 



The inftant the deal was endedj (he called 
for the groom of the chambers, and ordered 
Um to find fomebody immediately ta fend 
to Lady Plymore's, to inquire whether (he 
were ftill alive. " Let them be quick,*' (he 
added, " for I (liall fcarcely exift myfelf till 
1 get the anfwer." 

And tHen — (he began a fre(h deah 

" There ! Finis coronat opus '" exclaimed 
Lord Belfont, as he came back to us. 

I really had feen quite enough, and was 
very earned that we might get away before 
fupper, as both Mrs. Jones and Lady Bel- 
font appeared as tired as myfelf. 

We did fo. — And now, my dearefl bro- 
ther, will you give me credit for fome com- 
mand over myfelf, in having been able to 
narrate the occurrences of the evening fo fuc- 
cindly, when I inform you, that it con- 
cluded with our finding Mr. Stanville in at* 
tendance upoa Mrs. Blandford^ who was 
waiting for her carriage in an outer room ?-^ 

Thty both Certified furpnfc 10 ^'t^ i5>ix 
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party : Lady Belfont, not lefs, to find Mrs. 
Blandford was in town. *^ Bufinefs bad 
called her up, and engroflcd her time," Qie 
faid. Mutual civilities paffed — wewere in- 
troduced to each other. Mr. Stanville ap« 
peared embarrafTed^ and fcarcely fpoke. 

I do not find myfelf equal to giving as 
opinion of her yet — my mind is not at cafe. 



17 /A June. — I am glad*— very glad, that I 
did not proceed to give you my opinion of 
Mrs. Blandford, on Friday, my dear brother. 
I fliould not have done her juftice : and how 
mean ! how narrow minded ! how envious 
(hould I liave appeared ! She dined herd 
yefierday, and foon compelled me to admit 
her to be all that you. Lady Belfont, and 
Mr. Stanville think her ; eminently accom* 
plifhed, agreeable, fenfible, unafTuming ; the 
mofl: animated expreflion of countenance.— 
All this Ifee, and acknowledge. She put her- 
iclf forward to me, too, in a very marked^ 
obliging manner— I know not how it was— 
I wanted courage to meet her advances—* 

i am not, 1 truft, V>^ x^\xxt uu^tatcful> 
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>ut I Ihrunk into my own infignificance. A 
urOman of underflanding (b very fuperiour, 
lowever fhe may veil it vsrith modefty, muft 
lold others cheap. I never felt fo com- 
jlctely filly — fo utterly at a lofs. Mrs. 
Blandford was all condefcenfion, and feemed 
determined to conquer my embarraflment ;. 
but, accuftomed to converfation fo brilliant, 
b animated, as that of Mr. Stanville^-I am 
:onvinced (he muft think me a fool. She 
fpoke to me of you, too— had been ftruck 
Birith your manner, and the lively, peculiar 
torn of your obfervations. Mr. Stanvillc 
joined in your praife— even this could not 
fet me at cafe. . 

Lady Belfont looked at ^me with aftoni(b« 
ment. 

Lady Frances Ruthen was convinced I 
muft be ill. Had 1 the head-ach ? — eaten 
fomething that had difagreed with me, per- 
haps? — or was I nervous? She had never 
jfeen me fo low before, and it made her 
wretched ; (he protefted (he could not touch 
another morfcl, if I continued to look fo. 

Nothing but a ftrong fenfe of how much 
I (hould expofe myfelf, faved mc from teaci^ 
tf Ttxatioo at bcT difictoiis kvndnt&. 
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Mr. Stanville fat next to Mrs. blandford 
at table; I was oppofite: fome whifpering 
converfation pafled between them, of which 
I am certain I was the objed:. His eyes 
turned upon me, with an expreffion, border- 
ing, I thought, upon com paffion. I judged' 
he was endeavouring to apologife for the un- 
accountable appearance I made — I felt hum- 
bled to the duft, and was ready to fink. Can 
you, Henry ? — Can any mortal tell me why ? 

Lady Frances repeated her perfecution, . 
" You are not well, my lovely Mifs Riverf- 
dale ! I cannot be miftaken in it — ^let m? 
attend you into the next room." 

1 declined the offer, with, I fear, a tone 
of pettilhnefs ; for Lady Belfont now inter- 
pofed, and kindly faid, *^ Take a little ma- 
deira, Louifa, and let me entreat you to 
bear up ag?.inll this anxiety : had I been 
aware your difappointment of a letter from 
Madame de Sainval had funk fp deep, I 
fhould have made a point of arguing you 
into a little more philofophy this morning/' 

" Good Heaven l" exclaimed the parti- 
cipating Lady Frances, " is Louifa upon the 
rack of friendflbip ? I (hould fink under the 
dreadful anidety -, 2iud Cuc\\ acv enchaotio^ 
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£i(ctnating little angel as Madame de Sainval 
is ! I don't tbipk I ever was fo captivated iMr 
firft fight." 

** Certainly not above fifty times before,** 
iaid Lord Belfont, who has not a more fa-* 
vourite theme than his fifter's fufceptibilities^ 
which (he never fails to defend with an earn- 
eftnefs that proved highly ierviceable to me 
in the prefent inflance, as it withdrew all 
attention from me, and gave me time to 
recover. 

I had, indeed, been exceffively difap- 
pointed in the morning, at the want of a let- 
ter from my friend, whofe filence of three 
weeks is really alarming ; Hill I do not pre* 
tend to attribute my folly altogether to that; 
though I certainly felt relieved by having any 
motive affigned^ and very grateful to Lady 
Belfont for the fuggeftion ; indeed not with- 
out fome hope that (lie herfelf believed the 
caufe to be what (he faid ;^— and am I then 
wilhing to (brink from Lady Belfont's invef* 
ligation? Alas, my brother! I begin to 
think meanly of myfelf ;— is it not preci(ely 
to her that I ought to fly for fupport ? Who 
fo judicious? fo kindhearted ? fo calculated 
to reftore me to reafon and peace ? Yet tV^a 

VOL. III. M 
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fingle ciitumfbnce of her being his fifber 
ii^ms. to check . all poffibility of difclofute.— 
Were (he any thing clfe, I (hould not hefi- 
tate to ponfefs my foUy^^my weaknefs ; "but 
as it is— break, wayward heart ! there is .no 
refource left. 

When we retired to coffee, Lady BeUbnt 
fat down to her frame, and called for my 
affiflance; Mrs. Blandford likewife offered 

■ 

hers, and we dll three fat to work. 

Fortunately, Lady Frances was extremely 
intereftcd in the conclufion of a novel, with 
which ftie retired into the dreffing room; 
and Lady Belfont inftantly refumed the fub- 
jcdl qf Madame de Sainval, and gave me 
praifes To much beyond my due, for having 
been the happy means of bringing about the 
i(;conciliation> that I (hould have felt called 
upoii to difclaim them, but for the confci- 
oufnefs how much I required to be raifed in 
Mrs. Blandford's opinion, and I let them 
pafs with a quietnefs, which I now again fear 
might be conftrued into conceit, 

Mrs. Blandford, however, joined profufely 
in the commendations, and encouragingly 
obferved^ how ^^ a good heart and iound 
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ludgmentf urged into aftioh by friendly zeal, 
might octafionally fupply the want of expe« 
rience— ^what knowledge of the world could 
have prompted a better mode x>( turning 
Monfieur de Sainval's unguarded declaration 
to advantage, than folicitude for her friend 
i|)ftin<n:ively fuggefted to Mifs Riverfdale ?'• 

** The happy refult may, however, have 
arifen quite as much from the un€xpe<5led 
dlfcovery of Madame de Sainval's attach- 
ment to him, in the fituation (he was thrown 
into by the falfe report of the duel," I ob- 
fervedv 

. « Still,'' replied Mrs. Blandford, " you 
paved the way for giving that impreffion its 
full cfFeft, and now enjoy the very peculiar 
iatisfa<5lion of refiedting that your idea is fb 
interwoven With the happincfs of your two 
friends, that the. more they love each other, 
the more you are entwined round the hearts 
of both ; for I cannot fuppofe you infenfible 
to the gratification grifing from the confci* 
oufnefs of having converted Monfieur de 
Sainval's too tender admiration into virtuous 
friendfhip, founded in the moft merited 
jfteem." 

All that Lad/Frances Rullverv Wd ttiA> 

M 2 
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ruflied full upon my mind^ and I would 
have given tlie world to have known accu- 
rately Mrs. Blandford's idea of the d^ree of 
fricndfliip admiffible In parties fo fituated; 
but my courage failed me ; I could not even 
truft myfelf to fpeak upon the fubjeft, left I 
might have incurred the fufpicion of glancing 
at herfelf and Mr. Stanville. 

The gentlemen came up without Mn 
Stanville. " What's become of Charles?" 
faid Lady Belfont. " I thought to have 
found him here," replied Lord Belfont i " he 
followed you almoft immediately when you 
left the room/' Mrs. Blandford fmikd. 
Confcious that I felt difappointed, I con- 
cluded I looked foj and con (trued it into a 
fmile of triumph. ** Surely generofity, 
however, will not be added to the lift of her 
perfedions/' I thought. 

In five minutes Mr. Stanville appeared, 
with a letter in his hand-^ " How truly 
ha{^y am 1/* he cried, '' to bring relief to 
Mifs Riverfdale's mindl" and he prefented 
me with. a letter from Madame de Sainvai, 
which had lain fome days at the fecretary of . 
flate's office, from an awkwardnels in the 
direAioQ, The poff\b\lvt^ of Cuch a circum- 



MISS RIVERSPALB. 245 

ftance had occurred to Mr. Stanville, and he 
had gone down himfelf to make the in- 
quiry. 

Surprife — ^pleafure^— (hanrie . ♦ r . 



N. B. The Jlieet ends with theft words^ 
and the following Jheet^ and perhaps more 
than one J is mijijig ; for the next thatfeems 
to come ifiy according to the order of time, 
is not numbered, and begins abruptly ^ in the 
middle of a converfation between Mift ^i* 
verfdale and Lady Belfont. 



■' " If I have fuccecdcd, my 
deareft child, in convincing you that I can 
lay afide the filler, and confider the circum- 
ftance as I would do, if wholly unconneded 
with Charles, jnd your happinefs my folc 
objedt, will you now prove it to nie, by 
placing confidence fufficient in my advice, to 
abide by it, however painful the ftruggle to 
which it may condemn you ?'* 

•* I trutt I (hall not want firmnefs to aft 

^^ 3 
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cc :c vLi! Lady Belfont may think it nC' 



•^«»« *> 



*^ I r.&Tc undertaken an arduous taik, 
LcuiUy bu: TOUT peace of mind is of too 
x;:c3 moaieoc to me^ to fiirink from it, 
thcLgh a decreafe in your aflfedtion for me 
Jrculd, even for a time, be the refult.** 

** Indeed — indeed madam, you do me 
injuftice by fuch a fuppofition »" and I fell 
upon her neck in tears: ** never did you 
give me a more unequivocal proof of your 
r^ard, than in this painful inftance; and 
never was my heart more fenfible of it — but 
I am fb humbled — and fo wretched^ I fcarce 
know what I fay." 

*^ Wretched, I too well fee you are; but 
liby humbled, my Louifa i Surely I may, 
wich the utmoil impartiality fay, that 
CJAtI^ juflifies the preference your feeliogv 
lllKt gnmts him, by every quality that caa 
^MMv. command admiration and e(leem» 
H|PBimpreflion you have evidently made 

ffion! I — O JLady Bcl- 
tliis furprife meant Louifa? 
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Surely you are not to learn the ftate of my 
unhappy brother's mind, and the (Icuggles 
by which he has been agitated ever fince his 
acqudntance with you !" 

** I will not deny that I have at times 
flattered myfelf — that is, I mean, imagined 
I perceived marks of prediledion — but to 
what extent — or how combated, and why-*- 
I have never received the fligbteft hint." 

*• Now, indeed, you aftonrfli me j/ 1 could 
not have conceived his felf-command to have 
gone fo far — " and (he paufed. 

** Lady Frances Ruthen, indeed — hinted 
at an engagement— with Mrs. Blandford/' I 
hefitatingiy faid. 

** Mrs, Blandford ! Of all Lady Frances's 
whims, this is furely the moil extraordinary. 
Mrs. Blandford is, I. believe indeed, more 
entirely in his confidence than any other pen- 
{on whatever, and is well entitled to it. He 
was educated with her hufband, and from 
the hour of their marriage confidered and 
treated as the brother of both : and at one 
moment of unfounded jealoufy on Mr. 
BlandfQrd's part, Charles had the good for- 
tune to be able to undeceive him, and place 

M 4 



^4^ lETTEAS or 

Mrs. Blandford's virtues in a light fo confpi- 
cuousji that he tncreafed the gratitude of 
both; and from that time their intercourie 
became fo confidentia)} they feemed to have 
but one foul among them/' 

" StUl Mrs. Blandford's friendfliip for 
him had been fuch as to alarm her hof- 
band.'' 

" Not for him ; he was not the objeft of 
jealoufy, but the allayer of it/' 

** What eminent control over herfelf does 
Mrs, Blandford add to all her other virtues I" 

*• Do you mean that it required great 
command of berlclf not to fall in love with 
Charles, while Ihe was paffionately attached 
to her own hufband ? Ah, my poor Loutfa ! 
irrefiftible indeed you muft deem him !" 

I felt myfelf turn fcarlet, with the confci- 
oxrfnels ^. of what my obfervation betrayed: 
my confufion was fo great, that Lady Bel* 
ibnt feemed hurt to have occaiioned it» and 
endeavoured to relieve it in the moft delicate 
manner, by recurring to what Mrs. Bland- 
ford has imparted relative to Mr. Stanville's 
fituation — and after all, it amounts to no 
more than that there is a tie which muft 
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preclude Louifa — ^but of what nature, Mrs. 
Blandford did not think herfelf at liberty to 
betray to Lady Belfont. 

What ftrangc myftery hangs over it ! and" 
how could a man of his fenfe — worth — deli-- 
cacy, involve himfelf in a manner which thus* 
Ihuns the light ? 

I ventured to make this obfervation to 
Lady Belfont^ almoft wifhing her to concur, 
in affixing blame, that might affift me to 
fubdue the impreffion which it feems I now 
even belray to byjlauders. Time, indeed, 
that I (hould flee ! which was in fa& tfte pro^ 
pofal to which this converfation ultimately 
tended ; foftened, however, by all that friend^ 
(hip could fuggeft, to fave me from the hu* 
miliation of underflanding it to be for my 
own fake. It originated, (he faid^ in her 
knowledge of the fevere* conflids to which 
Mr, Stanville is a prey ; the avowed need- 
fity of his going abroad, and theimpoflibility 
to determine upon doing fo whilft I remain* 
in London. More than once has the day 
been fixed, and orders for the necelTary pre- 
parations given ; and when the travelling 
carriage has cpme to the door^ he hft$ not 
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had the rcfolution to. flep into it» and fent it 
away. 

Shall I own to you» my deareft friend^ 
that I found myfelf inexpreflibly ibothcd— 
at what?*— to know myielf to be the caufeof 
didrefs to a man for whofe happinefs I would 
readily lay down my life ? Strange inconfift- 
ency i Ungenerous ! — ^fclfifti !— Are thefe the 
genuine emanations of a heart which, in 
my vain boaflings, I have dared to pro- 
nounce good i Alas^ what a detedor of evil 
propenfities is — Love — fince I muft at length 
bring myfelf to avow its dreaded influence. 
Did Yorick fay it was the fource of benevo* 
lent fenfibility ? Fortu7iate love he muft have 
meant then, if he were an accurate invefti* 
gator ; for in me it has only brought to lights 
envy— meannefs— cruelty, — ^Ah, my brother, 
how juftly did I deprecate the tyranny you 
bad decorated with fuch glowing colours ! 

One good propenfity> howeVfer, I truft^ 
^rill remain ; and that is^ the with to con* 
^^r my faults as I difcover them : I wili 
labour to fubdue all thefe newly awakened 
littlenefles. 

I have entiiely acquiefced io the idea ^ 
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leaving London, and propofe vifiting Lady 
Mary Malcolm, whofe fedate good fenfe^ 
and judicious friend(hip, will affift nnie in the 
difficult taik of regulating ^my heart and af- 
fefttons: (he, whofe fufferings were of a 
fimilar nature for fo many years, whofe pa« 
tient endurance, whofe fortitude, whofe dij^ 
intereftednefs form fuch a contrail with the 
naiTow minded Louifa. 

And Mrs. Blandford, too ! mild, amiable^ 
fuperiour woman ! 1 look back to the nig- 
gardly praife I bedowed upon her, but a fevv 
pages before, and blufh — how (hall I now be 
able to atone for my backwardnefs in retura 
to all her condefcending advances ? 

Lady Belfont approves of my going to 
Lady Mary Malcolm : I have written this 
morniiig to make the offer,, and already find 
relief in 'the profped* I hope Lady Belfont 
is convinced that my fenfe of her gootlnefs is 
what it ought to be; indeed Ihe afts the 
part of the moft attentive parent > I know 
that my welfare is her objeft ^ flilli^ Henry,. 
I think I deleft a view beyond what (he 
quite avows. Sir George Rutland ranks* 
fc'^h ia her efteemj (he often makes, biitt 
hec theme^ and is lavi(h ia his ^mfe^ ^^^«»i^ 
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in fome points railing him above Mr. Stan- 
vllle, whofe eccentricity, as well as a flight 
degree of caprice in his temper, is pointed 
out to my notice, accompanied with theobr 
fervation, that thefe faults exifted before the 
unhappy ftate of mind, under which he now 
labours, 'could ferve as their excufe. Do 
you recoUpd what Pcrefixe fays of Henry the 
Fourth • " N'efi Upas affez grand^ pour qu*on 
puiffe convenif de fes dtfauts .^" and per- 
haps even the more amiable for them ; per- 
iediion, in a human being, would throw all 
others at too great a diflance. Sir George 
Rutland of courfe has not Mr. Stanvillc's 
failings, becatife he has not his tranfcendent 
virtues and abilities ; more moderate in every 
refpeft ; worthy, liberal, kind hearted, how- 
ever; I would not be unjud to Sir George's 
merit ; but who can be named in a breath 
with Mr. Staaville ? 



%^th. — A moft joyful obftacle to mydc* 
parture has arifen, deareil Henry. My mo* 
ther has taken a fudden refolution to come 
over. Geneva, is now a defert to her. The 
itcent death of oiy aunt haa renewed her 
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grief for the lofs of my grandmother. Thcfe 
repeated ftrokes, joined to the abfence of 
her children — Mrs. Dartford's propofal of a 
feat in her "chaife — ^Dean Frankly to attend 
them— altogether form a combination of in- 
ducements, fuch as (he has not power to 
refift: nor indeed, does (he wi(h to refift 
them ; her deareft ties now call her to £ng- 
land. A fmall lodging, and great economy, 
will enable us to await together your fucceCs 
in enlarging her income. Of couHe (he 
writes all this to you, likewife, my dear 
brother, and I might have faved you the re- 
* petition ; but I am fo hurried and agitated, 
in the expeftation of fo (hortly embracing 
her> that I fcarce know what I write. Her 
letter has been delayed by adverie winds, and 
we^ may look for her daily— almoft hourly. 



id July. — My mother is not yet arrived. 
I have been upon the tiptoe of expectation 
thefe two days, and could not fettle to writ- 
ing. To day I am told it may be Monday 
before (he can arrive.. Had (be reached 
Calais as we calculated^ (h« would have been 
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here foon after the letters : now ttie wind b 
again north weft. 

Lady Belfont infifts that my mother (hould 
be accommodated for a few nights in ArliDg- 
ton ftreet, and will not fufTer me to take any 
fteps in regard to a lodging, till (he is here to 
pleafe herfelf. 

The Dowager Lady Darly alfo puts in her 
claim : has ordered an apartment to be .pre- 
pared for her, and pleads the prior right of 
feniority in friend(hip ; and can fee no reafoQ 
for my mother's thinking of a lodging at alL 
You cannot, my dear brother, imagine any 
thing more gratifying^ than the conteft be- 
tween thefe two invaluable women, who 
(hould exprefs and prove the higheft regard 
for our revered parent. My bread fwelled 
with filial pride. 

Meanwhile my departure is. delayed — ^ine- 
vitably delayed, you fee ^ but not from any 
fluftuation, or weaknefs of mine* No, in- 
deed, Henry ! I was fixed — immovably 
fixed. Lady Belfont had dwelt fo ftrcnU- 
oufly upon the neceflity of it, that nothing 
fliort of fuch an event as this could hav« pre- 
vented me.— And yet what is the ncccffity? 



k. 
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-*Tou would conclude from this word, that 
At. Stanville was here hourly— daily at Icaft. 
fo fuch thing. He dines here occaiionaliy; 
bldom flays longer than to take his coffee ; 
lever attends us, or meets us in our evening 
engagements ; never calls upon his filler in a 
Doming.' What is there, then, that bears 
:he flighted tendency to confirm the idea of 
ny being the caufe of his irrefolution ? 

Mrs. Blandford, however, affigns this, 
ind this only ; and (lie, you know, poffeffes 
bis whole confidence. Intereding Mrs. 
Blandford ! I (hall now lofe the happinefs of 
accompanying her part of my road, which 
was all that reconciled me to the journey. I . 
hoped to atone for my former backwardnefs 
— I (land deeply indebted to her— I have 
been inexcufably unjud to merit fo confpi- 
cuous» I owe the amends to you, and toi 
Lady Belfont, as well as to Mrs. Blandforck 
Never (ball I now find an opportunity-^ 



5*A. — ^^Qur beloved mother arrived yefter- 
day, my dear brother, fo improved in health 
and looks, notwithflanding all (he has gone 
through lince our ieparatiox^. a& Uy \^ ^v 
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fedly aftonifhing. I do how reafly flatter 
myfelf that an enjoyable old age is in ftore 
for her. That fortunate fit of the gout» 
which we murmured fo much at^ has given 
a turn to all her complaints. She has in* 
feAed the poor dean, (he fays, for he was 
feiled with the gout in his knee, for the firft 
time, a few days previous to her departure, 
which could not be delayed, or (he would 
have (laid for him ; and now, left to himfelf, 
ftie is not fure that, when he does get wclj, he 
will take the trouble to fet out by himfctt 
You know he is very helplefs. I felt difap- 
pointed' at not feeing the worthv man, evea 
at the moment I was embracing my mother. 
Her fpirits and youth feem renovated, to find 
herfelf in England, and with her child and 
the friend of her early years J^ain'. Had'hcr 
Henry been here, likewifcj it would have 
been too much, (he faid, as the tears* ran 
down her cheek, her brain could hardly have 
flood it. 

The meeting with Lady Darly was almoft' 
as overpowering as that with me. Lady 
Darly would not relinqui(h her claim — ^My 
motiier was divided by the wi(h of not (epa* 
i^tin^ from. mc«. Lady Darly can acGon> 
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nodate me likewife, but Lady Belfont will 
Qot hear qf that, fo we have compounded 
:he matter. My mother accepts of Lady 
Darly's apartment, and I am to be there a 
light or two occafionally, when Lady Bel- 
Tont will rpare me. 



Stanhope Street^ Sth. — I have a letter 
from Lady Mary Malcolm, who is leaving 
borne for fome weeks to vifit an aunt, mar- 
ried to a country fquire in Cumberland, and 
propofes my meeting her there, and going 
vrith her when (he returns. 
- It was fortunate I did not fet out with 
Mrs. Blandford, as intended : I (hould have 
kniflcd Lady Mary, and been very uncom- 
fortable. 

Sir George Rutland is a particular friend 
of Lady Darly, which makes this houfe a 
far lefs defirable rcfidence for me than Lady 
Belfont's. His attentions to me are unre* 
mitting, and diftrefling in the extreme. He 
looks melancholy, dejedled ; and Lady 
Frances Ruthcn, who meets him here as if 
by appointment, looks it all, ten times 
more, for bim. He obferves tht &.t\&.^^ 
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filence to me, however, but not to my mo* 
ther, I fufpeft, who (hows great partiality 
for him, and will, I fear^ cherifh hopes in 
him that will create frefli uneaiinefs to alL 

To Mr. Stanville my mother appears as 
pointedly cold as his near relationfhip to 
Lady Belfont will admit of; which is the 
more marked, as his polite attentions to her 
are unbounded. He laid claim, in virtue of 
his intimacy with you, to fupply your place 
as cicerone to her. So long as Lady Riverf- 
dale had been abfent (fom. London» (be 
might almoft be confidered as a ftranger. 
Numberlefs novelties would awaken her cu* 
riofity> and he (hould be happy to fuggeft 
and exhibit them to her. 

My mother drily declined the propofalt 
(he had little curiofity, and no jcWfh for 
novelty. One of the chief advantages (he 
found in increaiing years, (he faid, was that 
of drawing the circle of our wi(hes and plea* 
fures within a narrower compafs : new ob- 
jefts — new faces, new friendlhips, could only 
be attradive, or, at leaft, ought only to be 
attraaive, to thofe who had fomething new 
to offer in return. 

Mr. Stanville ftood checked^ and appa« 
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rently hurt. There was another perfon ht 
more fo, who could not venture to inter- 
fere. — I truft I did not betray myfelf. 

My mother cannot think Mr. Stanville at 
all refembles the pidture I had drawn of him. 
Abfent — gloomy — agreeable by ftarts, (he 
allows, but far from tranfcendant : the crea« 
ture of caprice (he (hould be inclined to 
reckon him. 

Is this wilful blindnefs, think you^ Henry, 
and meant to counteract her daughter's too 
keen perception of his merits? I think I 
never knew her fo unjufl before. 

Mr. Stanville, however, is certainly very 
«-»v«ry much altered. Alas ! the more in- 
tcrefling by far on that very account. 



nth. — I have flept thefe three nights at 
Lady Darly's^ and only gone to Lady Bel- 
font's for an hour occafionally. As it is a 
very pretty walk through the park, I have 
gone on foot, and never yet been able to 
efcape the attendance of Lady Frances 
Ruthen and Sir George Rutland. He leaves 
me, indeed, at the garden gate, but (he 
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waits to walk back with me, and dilcourfes, 
by the way, of Lady Riverfdale's feverity 
and unfeelingnefs to me, as (he is pleafed to 
exprefsit; of Sir George's deep a&d difinte-' 
reded attachment, and of Mr. Stanville's 
increaiing melancholy and dejeftion, which 
(he forefees will end in fome ftroke of defpe- 
ration;^and if (he can prevail upon me, as ] 
Ihe did yeflerday, to increafe the walk by 
pne turn round the ring (for (he b much too 
fentimental to like the ftraight public walk, 
it does not admit of confidential communi- 
cations), (he brings me back in a ftate of 
mind hot to be defcribed, but wholly un- 
fitted to fupport me through the trials of 
the day. 

My mother is not able to walk much 
now, the gout has left fuch a weaknefs io 
her knees and ancles. 

I find, Henry, that Madame d'Urtifc made 
her efcapc from the influence of her prieft, 
and has made a very (illy match indeed, as 
my mother has informed you ; (he has writ* 

. ten fome very unhappy letters — 

« ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I was interrupted by a meffage from Lady 
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Belfont wiQiing to fee me immediately. I 
had been with her but an hour before, and 
was alarmed, as you may believe. 

It was only the fudden diflblution of par- 
liament, which obliges Lord Belfont to leave 
town in a few hours. Lady Belfont follows 
him on Thurfday, and is deiirous to take me 
with her, and wifhed to confult how to ob- 
tain this conceflion of my mother. She re- 
turned with me to Stanhope ftreet, and it is 
all fettled. I accompany Lady Belfont, and 
my mother follows us to Thorp Caftle with 
Lady Frances Ruthen, when Lady Darly 
makes her annual trip to Bright helmflone. 

Lord Belfont apprehends a contefted elec« 
tion, which is the occafion of this extraordi- 
nary hurry. He has had gouty threaten- 
ings of late, too, which alarm Lady Belfont 
for the cpnfequence of the fatigues he will 
•have to undergo. 

Mr. Stanville's departure is now neceila- 
rily poftponed, and not by me :■ he muft ftay 
to be reeleded : but the borough he reprc- 
fents is in Somerfetfliire, and we travel 
north, fo the feparation will be the fame, 
you know. Adieu for a few days, my dear 
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brother; I (hall hardly find time for my 
journal till we reach Thorp Caftle. 



Thorp CaiUQ, xTChJuly. 

Our arrival here is inaufpiciousj dear 
Henry. We find Lord Belfont daogerouUy 
ill with the gout in his {komach : feized Aid* 
denly. We met the meffenger at j^wtry, 
who was difpatched to hailen Lady Belfont's 
progrefs. 

Doftor Dealtry, from York, had juft ar- 
rived before us. You may judge of the 

confternation. 

« ♦ « ♦ 

Within this lafl half hour the fpafms have 
fubfided ; and the dodor fays the imminence 
of the danger is pad. 



i^th July.-- Lady Belfont is quite ill with 
anxiety and fatigue. After a (hort, and very 
difturbed fleep. Lord Belfont awoke yefter* 
day with dieadful pain in his head and eye- 
balls^ which no medicine feemed to reach till 
this morning, that the pains have fallen into 
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his elbows and knees, and the danger is now 
certainly paft, but we cannot perfuade Lady 
Belfont to quit his bedfide for an inftant ; and 
his • fretfulnefs and untradablenefs are ex- 
treme. Her fpirits are haraffed, befides, by 
accounts from Ireland, refpeding Lady Gram* 
tin, whofe brilliant fituation there but make 
; her levities the more confpicuous, Trufting 
to Lord Grantin*s indifference, (he no longer 
\^. pays any regard to appearances : and he in 

^ London, a ilave to the caprices of the B ^ 

[ begins to talk big about honour and decency^ 

i and fo forth. It will undoubtedly end ill. 

• « 

r 

K 

f . 

zothJuly. — For thefe laft twodays the gouty 

: afieftion has got down into Lord Belfont's feet, 
and I have been allowed occafionally to fup« 

" ply Lady Belfont's place^ by reading to him. 
iic has fortunately taken a fancy to the tone 
of my voice, which he fays foothes him: 
Something had need foothe him, Tm fure, for 
fuch another ungovernable patient did I never 
behold Lady Belfont 's patience and fweet- 
tiefs are* not to be fubdued ; and her health 
I'efifts this trial better than I had expefted. 
$he has now gotten a couch bed mo\td 'mvo 
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Lord Belfont's room, and flccps a few hours 
in the night. 



21/?. — Can you imagine, Henry, what 
this obftinate man has taken into his head ? 
Nothing but his own prefence can fecure the 
ele Aion, he fays, and he is determined to fet 

out for . It is juft as eafy to be lifted 

into the coach as into the gouty chair; and 
all reprefeAtation of the dangers arifing from 
change of bed, fatigue, &c. is in vain. 

Lady Belfont and I attend him. [ would., 
have excufed myfelf, to leave more room in I, 
the coach, and I felt that a few days of fo-lj 
litude here would be highly enjoyable : but 
I am not allowed. The humours of an elec- 
tion will amufe me, and raife my IpiritSi 
Lady Belfont fays. Siie thinks me unwell 
A kind of languor and indolence I certainly 
have been fenfible of lately : I fometimes fit 
idle for hours, without exaftly knowing what 
my thoughts are kept upon — occupation ci 
any kind is irkfome : even writing to youi 
my deareft brother, as you may perceive by 
the little progrefs of thefe laft days, in which 
/certainly have had fuflicient leifure: ftilH 
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have no particular complaint. Spirits, in- 
deed, it is hardly poffible to retain, fur- 
rounded by fuffering and anxiety as we have 
of late been. I (hould have been extremely 
comfortable alone here, if I might have ftaid; 
but I am not permitted. 



Thorp Canie/z4th July. 

We have, made a bad bufinefs of our ex* 
pedition, my dear brother. It was neceflary 
to fleep a night upon the road. The houfe 
was full, and a very indifferent room indeed 
was: all that could be obtained for Lord Bel- 
font. How it happened, with all the pre- 
cautions taken, that he caught cold, we can- 
not tell ; but he awoke in the morning in tor- 
ture both in the head and ftomach ; — (hiver- 
ing fits — fainting fits fucceeded. The only 
medical affiflance the town afforded was a 
ienfible elderly apothecarj^ who foon averted 
the mod alarming fymptoms, and then was 
(b very ftrenuous in oppofing Lord Belfont's 
profecuting his defign, that he was at length 
brought to relinquilh it, and agree to return 
hither; which has been accomplifhed with 

HOL. III. X 



GOtifidemble difficulty, thoogh attenided by 
the good Jipothecary. 

A bad night has enfuexl, and we are in 
kdurty €Xpeftatiofi of Dodor Deakry. 



25</i. — Dodlor Dealtry finds fuch an al^m- 
ing paralytic-tendency from this unfortunate 
relapfe9 that he has defired to have more ad- 
vice; and Lady Belfont has di^tcbed a 
meflenger to Derby, as flie has the higheft 
opinion of Dodor —— — -. I need not .dc- 
fcribe the conflernation that pervades the 
Iioufe. 



26ih. — Lord Belfont is rather betteri 
Doftor ■ could not get hither till this 

morning.. We had taken it in turns to 
watch at the window for every carriage that 
pafled along the road, as if it could baftea 
bis arrival; when I at length faw a pod- 
chaife turn into the park. ^* Here be 
comes V I exclaimed, and ran among the 
foremofl to the door, when, to my utter 

ftftoBiAimesit^ infbead of Dodor ■» Mr* 

StaavUk nUgjbted itwask 4the diaife. 
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" Ts.i,ord Belfont alive?" I heard him 
aik eagerly. 

I turned giddy, and was near falling, but 
had fortunately been able to fupprefs the ex- 
clamation of furprife that had arifen to my 
lips; and Lady Belfont having run out to 
welcome her brother, I retired to my own 
Toom, hoping I had efcaped unperceived 
-among the number that had crowded to the 
door, and defirous to recover ibme degree of 
compofure before I (hould again fee Mr. Stan* 
villc : I found myfelf, however, fo very un- 
well, that I had not the courage to go down 
to the drawing room till the dinnprbell fum- 
moned me. 

Dodor had arrived Shortly after Mr. 

Stanville, and the confuitalion between the 
phyficians, and its confequences, had fo en« 
tirely engrofled Lady Belibnt, that (he had 
made no inquiry after me ; and I flattered 
myfelf that my filly condud had pafled un- 
noticed. 

I bad employed no kiodnfiderable part of 

. my folitary hours in conning over what I was 

to fky upon meeting Mr. $tanville> irthat 

(hould not betray too much either of pleafuf^ 

or furprife ai his unexpe^d appoaic^uc^ \ 2^xA 

N 2 
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I entered the room tolerably fatisfied with 
ihe little fpeech I had prepared ; but he put 
me fo completely out in the very firft onfet, 
by fpringing towards me with a look of fuch 
anxious folicitude, and afked with a voice fo 
tremulous, and with fuch vifible agitation, 
how he Jiad offended me; that I rould only 
ftammer out, " Offended me? whyB — 
how ?" — and the refult of my morning's deli- 
beration was effaced Trom my memory, beyond 
the power of recal. 

" Surely, Mifs Riverfdale, to deny me an 
opportunity of inquiring after your health, 
was feverity beyond what the occafion called 
for ! Believe me, I did not for. an inftant chc- 
rith the prefumptuous thought that fuch 
flattering hafte could be intended for mej 
and am not confcious, therefore, of having 
merited the rebuke." 

I was fo confounded^ I knew not what to 
fay ; nor can I to this moment recoiled what 
I did fay : it was doubtlefs quite unintelli- 
gible, and I felt that my embarraflfment mufl 
appear fQ evident, that 1 gave up all hope of 
recovering any thing like compofure for the 
day. 

Mr. StanviUedid^ Viov^^^t.^, twMaaj^ to 
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rcftore me very fooH to fome degree of felf* 
pofieffion. He took his feat next to me at 
table^ and his attentions were fo refpeAful 
and flattering, his converfation fo gay — fo 
playful — his admiration of the beauties of 
nature fo enthufiaftic — his opinions fo coin- 
cident with my own — his deference for miner 
when I could bring myfelf to exprefs' them, 
fo gratifying to my felf-love, and fo calcu- 
lated to put me iato conceit with myfelf, 
that I not only recovered eafe, but cheer- 
fulnefs, beyond what I have experienced fince 
Lord Bolfont's feizure, or indeed for a con-» 
fiderable time before* 

You will conclude from all this, that 

Do£tor had greatly relieved our appre-^ 

henfions in regard to his patient* The moft 
alarming fymptoms have fubfided, and he 
hopes to be able to bring it to a regular fit 
of the gout in the extremities. Lady Bel- 
font's features were alfo brightened into 
fmiles^ by her brother's exhilarating prefence. 
The doAors, who are very fuperiour men> 
one of them particularly fo, regarded him 
with perfed admiration ; in (hort, his arrival 
has diffufed happinefs around. 

Mr. Stanville's departure for Soixiwfel^vx^ 
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had been delayed by bufinels relative to a 
friend, in whofc diflrefs lie had taken 
an aftive part, which gave time for the 
account of Lord Belfont's dangerous rdapfe 
to reach him in London. This had ap* 
pcared fo very alarming, that he poiled 
down hither without lofmg a moment, in the 
hope that his filler's unhappinefs might re- 
ceive fome alleviation from his prefence. Ah, 
v^hat unhappinefs is there that his prefence 
'would not alleviate ? 

You have not feen this brother and fifter 
together ; you have no idea of any thing fo 
interefting ; I was not fo much aware of it in 
London, where all is hurry, crowd, and dif- 
iipation y and befides^ tliere appeared a gene- 
ral conftraint upon him. But here — the 
freedom, eafe, and fociability of the coun* 
try, (how every one in their true colours* 



3 1/? -^w/y, — I have for thefe laft two days 
refumed the early walks, dear Henry, which 
you ufed to tell me were an infallible recipe 
for health, « to Inhale the ethereal balfam of 
flowers," as Armftrong beautifully exprefles 
^^ Upon turning \uto a l\itl^ coyfe wood 
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this morning, xkh far from the houfe, I nvet 
Mr. StaaviUe. I darted, I know not ,why, 
oor vihU prompted the inftantaneogs fuggef* 
tioQ that I ought to turn back; it would 
have been very filly. Luckily Lady Bel- 
font's opinion, given to me upon a formeir 
occafioo, darted into my mind, '^ that too 
fcdvdoufty Oiunning the company of any par^ 
ticutor p^rTon* betrayed as. mwh. as eagernefe 
to feek it," ^nd I etideavoured to appear un-* 
QQiDcerMd, and agreed, with as much eafe 
as I could aiTume, to his prppglaJ of CQU^ 
dii&ing me to a peculiarly beautiful fpot, to 
which he had alluded yefterday, and ex^* 
prfged furprife at my not yet having dif-? 
. covered it : indeed I have yet fcarcely difc 
covered any thing beyond the magnificent 
views from the caftle, for my thoughts havQ 
been fo rivetted to Lord Belfont*s fick room^ 
and apprehenfipn for Lady Belfont's health, 
that even in cafting my eyes upon the finq 
Undfcapes exhibited on every fide, I wass 
hardly fcnfible, till within thefe few lafl; 
days, of their claims to admiration* 

Mr< 'Stanville is a good botanift. He di^ 
refted my attention to many new plants, an4 
mentioned properties of thofe 1 )^wvi Ww^> 

N 4 
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with which I was unacquainted. I cannot 
tell why I had feared that converfation would 
lag in our walk, for never^ I think, did any 
perfon poflefs a fund fo rich and varied ; and 
he feems to have inveftigated every fubjed 
with fuch luminous difcrimination, that yoq 
are not five minutes in his company without 
receiving, if not a new idea, new light fhuck 
out of an old one j and the unaffeAed origi* 
nality of his perceptions flows ia language (o 
appropriate — hut all this you arc well ac-. 
quainted wi^h. 

Mr. Stanville feemed to take great plea*"^ 
fure in tracing the fimilarity of our tafte. I 
mud: think the higher of mine, for its coin* 
cidence with his. 

Our path through the copfe led to fome 
bcautifully^romantic broken ground, over- 
(hadowcd with oaks in every ftage of piftu* 
refque beauty, and a noify little brook wind- 
ing its devious way to the bottom, where it 
enlarges into a fmall lake, by the fide of 
which a fimple grotto, formed only of ftems 
of trees, is happily adapted to its fituation, 
iknd feemed to terminate the walk : a matted 
feat furrounds the infide of the grotto, from 
which you fee the xA\ lumbWrv^ Ctom rock to 
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rock among the trees in various diredions^ 
and forming a fine contrail with the (lillnefs 
of the pellucid lake at your feet, A deal 
table, with a drawer containing pens, ink^ 
paper, a flielf with a few books, either poe- 
tical or botanical, form the appropriate fur- 
niture of this interefting fpot. The wood- 
bine, twilling around the entrance, per- 
fumed the air — the goldfinch and thrufh 
warbled their fweetefl notes. — I cannot de- 
fcribe the fenfations that filled my bfeaft — I 
felt adifficulty of breathing — an impoffibility 
to fpeak — I fat dowa in filence. 

Mr. Stanville feemed to feel a (imiiar in^- 
fluence ; he had not fpoken fince we entered 
the grotto. The filence lafted for a^ confi.- 
derable time : at lengtli he faidj " The pen.- 
five caft your features have aflumed, encoue 
rage me to propofe an addition to our walk,, 
which could, not at all times be made withi 
equal propriety. You love Lady Belfont 
too well, Mifs Riverfdale, to wifti to be ex- 
cluded from taking a (hare in any fenfations 
of her mind j and (lie will not herfelf be im 
hafte to initiate you into painful participa- 
tions." 

My intereft was powerfully awakened;. 
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" I thank you, Mr. Stanvillc, fof imder- 
ftandiog my attachment to Lady Belfont fo 
well ;" and I arofe to follow him through a 
nvicket beyond the grotto, which is not im- 
mediately perceptible. 

^Wcpurfued a wild, narrow, (hady path» 
which terminated in a fecluded fpot, thickly 
'covered with mofs, fo that not even the 
found of your own footfteps interrupts the 
fliUnefs. It is cncompafled with a bank of 
rocky ground, out of which trees, here and 
there, rife in gradation, whofe branches meet 
on highyand forma dome, impervious to the 
Tays of the fun. The diftant waterfall gently 
catches the ear, but is not feen. The world 
-appears to be wholly (hut out, and the only 
objedt that prefents itfelf, is a fimple, ele- 
gantly formed funereal urn, of white marble, 
placed upon an altar of mofs cut into three 
fteps, and overhung by a weeping willow ; a 
break of light, whether by accident, or in- 
tentionally admitted, falls upon the foot of 
the urn, and (hows this infcription : Sacred 
io Filial Pietj/. 

The effeft is indefcribable, and awakened 
fuch fudden and overpowering fympathy in 
my breaft, already too full, that, afcending the 
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fteps, and kneeling iipoa the upi^rmod» I 
gave way to a pafiion of teais^ which, on re- 
collefbion, I fear ma}r have appeared affe&ecl 
to Mr. Stanville ; but the icnpuHe W4$ irre- 
fiftible at the moment. 

Endeavouring to recover myfelf, I looked 
round at Mr. Stanville, who flood witb 
fixed eyes and folded arms, tbe tears '^ couff* 

» 

ing each other down bis manly chweeks," caft^ 
ing a look upon me big with unutterable e3> 
preflSon : " I cannot feel aftiamed, Mi(s 
Riverfdalc,** he faid, *^ of a weaknefs jufti* 
fied both by the faint who is goiie, and the 
angd who thus deigns to embalm her XDf * 
mory/' 

I thought I never faw human pature fo 
perfe(5l, as it then beamed in his counter- 
nance ;- a heart fo tender ! with affedlions fa 
manly ! — 

Neither of us fpoke for a confiderable 
time ; but this moment has ftamped us friends^ 
Henry; our hearts underftood each other. 
One tear dropped in unilbn binds more thaa 
months of intercourfe. He kifled my hand 
with reverential awe — c^nd there is a change 
in our manner to each other, which leexps t9» 

N 6 
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have difTufed tranquillity into the minds of 
both, yet which I know not how to ex- 
plain. 

Lady Stanville was a woman of exemplary 
conduA and great endowments. Our coni- 
terfation turned wholly upon her merits, as 
we walked back to the caflle, and was inex^ 
preffibly interefting ; but I referve the parti;- 
culars for fome future day ; I am. how going 
to take a ride with lUdy Belfont and Mr>. 
Stanville* 

This is the firft time we have been able to 
prevail upon her to abfent herfelf from Lord 
Belfont for an hour fince he has been ill; nor 
Ihould we have fucceeded now, but thai 
DoftorDealtry has been peremptory in infift- 
ing upon it ; indeed ftie looks extremely worn' 
by the clofe attendance and great anxiety of 
mind. 



4M Auguft.^-W^ had the moft enchanting 
ride yefterday I^-what a lovely county is 
Yorkfhire !— and how does the fociety of 
friends impart a charm to every furrounding 
objea I^Lady Belfont told me, that, in our 
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way to Thorp Caftle^ we had pafled along a^ 
^part of the road we were going. I knew not 
how to think it; — though I might be too 
much abforbed by anxiety for Lord Belfont 
to attend to it ; — and in truth I was lefs well 
myfelf than I cared to acknowledge to you> 
my Henry ; but this air agrees fo wonder- 
fully with me — I am fo very well now — fuch 
an oppreffive weight removed from my heait 
— I breathje fp freely — London certainly did 
not agree with me. 

At our return we found Laay Frances Ru- 
then arrived. Lord Belfont's illnefs hurried 
her departure ; and my mother waits fome 
other opportunity; (he apprehended being 
troublefome at prefent. 

Lady Frances was furprifed beyond mea- 
fure at the improvement of my looks ; (he 
could talk of nothing elCb for the firft five 
minutes; and then turning abruptly to Mr*. 
Stanville, (he afked him whea he (hould fet 
out? 

How unkind! — incon(iderata I (liould ra- 
thier have faid, for it was her fear that the 
moment might be at hand which prompted 
the queftion. He ftarted, feemed hurt and 



278 LETTERS OF 

perplexed, and then befitatingly anfwcitd, 
that he had been too happy lince he came 
down, in finding the caufe of his iifter's anx- 
iety daily decreafing, to have admitted a 
thought Co very difagreeable into bis mind, 
as that of fixing the moment for leaving her; 
it remained for a kind friend to rccal him to 
a fenfe of his misfortune — ht added with a 
tone of afperity, which was inftantly felt by 
Lady Frances, and brought tears into ber 
eyes. 

Mr. Stanville was fenfible of the pain he 
had given, and all fenfe of that infliftcd upon 
himfelf feemed loft in it; and Ineveriaw 
him appear to more advantage, than in the 
endeavour to do away the impreffion hb 
•quicknefs had made upon her overfenfibUityf 
fuch kind confiderate attentions, fuch agree- 
able playfulnefs ; and (he gave full fcope for 
•them, (he did not foon come round : if 
this be the infirmity of temper alluded to 
in Mr. Stanville, I think warmth fo inftantly 
xurbcd and atoned for merely befpeaks that 
fufceptibility, in which our very beft propen- 
fities originate. 
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8/A.— -I cannot giiefs how it happens, my 
dear brother, — I fcarcely have a moment in 
which to tell you how completely my time 
is engrofled. 

Lady Frances Ruthen has a paf&on for a 
phaeton, (he fays ; and Mr. Stanville, whofe 
attentions to her have never relaxed fince 
tliat firft hafty minute, every day has fome 
_new objed of curiofity to propofe, which fills 
up the whole morning. The diftanccs are 
beyond my ftrength to ride . . . and Lady 
Frances regularly makes a point of my going 
third in the phaeton. 

To attempt to make you a partaker in the 
charm of theie little excurfions, and of the 
enthufiaftic delight I experience in the vari- 
ous beauties that are thus difplayed to me, 
would require all the leifure I could com- 
mand at Geneva; and 1 have not an inflant. 
We juftget home in time for a hafty toilette 
.before dinner ^ the afternoon is of courfe de- 
•voted to Lord and L^dy Belfont ; the even- 
-ing to walking, reading, or mufic. What 
an enjoyable thing is a country life in 
England ! 

Lady Frances has not repeated her qucf* 



liO LETTERS OP 

tion, and Mr. Stanville feems to have for- 
gotten he ever had any intention of going. 

The progrefs of Lord Belfont*s recovery is 
very flow. He is extremely debilitated and 
nervous, and fufFers fevere pain ; but it is 
in the extremities, and that is pcrfedlly freCy 
they fay, from danger. 



13///. — You will perhaps think I might take 
an hour or two from fleep, rather than thus 
negleft my journal, but I am obliged to dc* 
vote that time to my mothe/, Madame dc 

r 

Sainval, &c. and, Henry, I know not how it 
is — my mind was certainly never more replete 
with matter to impart; but the difficulty to 
reduce it to the circumfcribed moments that 
I can now command, is extreme. 

The defcriptions of what I fee will be fo^ 
warded to you by my mother, to whom they 
are now firft addrefled ; and for the defcrip- 
tion of what I feel— what expreflions are ade- 
quate ? — I fcarcely dare a(k myfelf in vfbsJt 
my prefent felicity confifts ? left the very in- 
veftigation fhould awaken me from a dream 
rf blifs, too perfeft for this life*. 
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18/A Auguft. — A letter from Lady Mary 
Malcolm urges me to meet her at her aunt's 
houfe in Cumberland^ thence to return with 
her to Scotland, and pafs the winter in Edin- 
burgh. Edinburgh, my dear brother, is, I 
am told, a place of almofl equal difiipatidn 
with London. My heart revolts at the 
thought. — Had it been fome remote corner 
of the Highlands, in which I might enjoy 
the fociety of Lady Mary> it would have 
be^n fome temptation ; but Eklinburgti !-— 

This aunt. Lady Dunfkehe, is, it feems, 
an old acquaintance of L^dy Frances Ru- 
then's, whftm (he has long promifed to vifit; 
and (he inftantly offered to condud me thi- 
ther. Such a delightful opportunity as this 
would be for me to fee the lakes, (he faid> 
and fuch an indulgence to Mr. Stanville^ 
who would of courfe drive us in the phaeton, 
to behold unadulterated Scotch manners in 
all their primitive peculiarity. 

Mr. Stanville recoUefted various diverting 
inftances that had been reported to him, of 
the old lady's pride, dignity, and (launch 
adherence to the Jacobite principles of her 
youth, contrafted with her Engli(h foxhunt- 
ing whig hulbandt H^ (houldb^ d^\[v^\.^^ 
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with the pcrmiffion to convey us thither: 
his horfcs would accompHHi it with eafe in a 
couple of days, and our maids might follow 
with the baggage in Lady JFrances Ruthen's 
chaifc. 

I was perfeAly fenfiWe that there were ob- 
jeAions to this plan ; at the fame time I found 
it difEcuU to (late them, farther than by ob- 
ferring, that it would hardly be kind in us 
all to leave Lady Belfont at once. 

Mr. Sianville ieemed to fhrink from the 
apprehenfion of obtrufive forwardncfs. His 
eye fixed upon me with a look of fuch fuHj 
and various meaning, that I could &y no 
more. 

And now, upon rccoMcdtion, T am con- 
vinced that was very wrong, for certainly an 
anxious fear of offending was the predomi- 
nant exprellion ; and mere good nature ought 
to have prompted my fetting him at eafe 
from fuch an apprehenfion. I am fo very 
filly of late, upon every occafion that calls 
for particular prefence of mind, that I am 
quite afliamed of myfelf. I really do believe 
that fcvere iilnefs has weakened my intellefts, 
my dear brother ; I was not always thus. 

M* Stanville is \n ^<iutt^V very attentive 
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to ward off any embarraffment of this kind, 
unlefs fome inconfiderate fpeech, or propofal 
of Lady Frances's (as in this cafe), throws 
him off his guard. The mod delicate, re- 
(pe<5tful attentions alone mark an opinion of 
me> which is the more flattering, for fecm- 
ing thus to betray itfelf, rather than court my 
dbfervation ; and the inftant we are, by any 
iccident, left alone» he gives a turn to the 
lionver&tion, fo wide of all perfonal allufionj 
that I now feel pcrfedly at eafe upon occa-» 
fionSy which at firil created an unaccountable 
fiutter and dread in my foolIHi heart. Not 
the fmalleil hint is given of his intended de- 
parture ; can it be that any change or uncer-* 
lainty may have arifen ? 

I dare not truft myfelf upon this fubjedl j 
aad indeed why go beyond the prefent mo- 
ment ? So replete with happinefs ! — fo ex- 
empt from any danger of painful retrofped ! 
-—let 'Mr. Stanville's engagement be what it 
may, afluredly from intercourfe fo friendly, 
fo innocent as this, we need never be pre* 
duded. 



%oth. — Ladv Belfont was mxicVi d\^\XKaS&^ 
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with the injudicious propofal of Lady Frances 
Ruthcn, to take Mr. Stanville into Cumber- ' 
land. It was very miftaken kindnefs, (he 
faid, to flatter the inclination of the moment 
at the hazard of increafing future difficulties. 
She thought it incumbent upon all thofe who 
profeffed friend (hip for Mr. Stanville, rather 
to acceferate his departure, than throw temp- 
tations in his way to retard it — ^and a great 
deal more to this effeA, repeated in har(her 
terms than I now give it to you, or than it 
was perhaps a<ftually faid ; for Lady Frances 
colours ftrongly, and has taken it in high 
dudgeon. Lady Belfont is fo overgood, flie 
fays, that (he cannot make the fmalleft allov* 
ance for the amiable weaknefles of human 
nature. 

. Without quite agreeing in the ilriiStures 
of Lady Frances, I really do think that Mr. 
Stanville might be deemed competent to 
judge for himfelf, particularly where all but 
himfelf are judging in the dark. His friend, 
Lord V — has managed his eledion without 
his prefence, in confideration of the call 
there (eemed to be for it here ; a very une- 
quivocal teftimony of his high reputation, 
aiTuredly Henry, to be chofen reprefentative 
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ivithout fo much as being fcen; for this is 
not the borpugh he fat for before. 



zijt. — ^Well, dear Henry, Lady Frances 
lluthen and I fet out to morrow, to flay a 
fortnight at Brig Hall, and I do not proceed 
to Scotland, becaufe my mother will be at 
Thorp Caftle Toon after the expiration of 
that time, and becaufe, it is prefumed, Mr. 
Stanville will have left England before a fort- 
night is at an end, and then it is immaterial 
where I may be : at lead I gathered this from 
the change in Lady Belfont's language, in 
regard to my intended yifit to Lady Mary 
Malcolm, which, as I fliall now have pafled 
a (hort time with her, I am earncftly re- 
quefted to poftponc. 

I am not fo well fatisfied with Lady Bel- 
font's ideas in regard to her brother, as I 
have been upon almoft every other occafion. 

Overzeal is very apt to defeat its own pur- 

« 

pofe — there is not quite the candour which I 
have formerly fo much admired — an air of 
fufpicious watchfulnefe-— -iii (hort, I know 
not what. 
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22^.-^Lady BeHbnt threw out a hint at 
dinner to day, that her lord would, Ihc 
hoped, be able to leave his room to morrow, 
which (he (hould doubly rejoice in, as it 
would fet her brother at liberty to attend to 
his own affairs, whidi her diftrefs had fo 
unluckUy impeded, 

Mr. Stanville's cofintenance clouded over, 
for a moment, then recovering, he replied, 
though not without hefitation, that, as his 
eleftion had been accompliflied without his 
prefence, aqd his travelling companion was 
now gone, he propofed making a vifit or two 
in this neighbourhood, and then (hould pro- 
ceed to Mrs. Blandford, and offer him(elf as 
her conductor to Thorp Caftle, which would 
afford him an opportunity of hearing Mi6 
Riverfdale's opinion of the lakes, and the 
amufements of Brig Hall, at her return. 

I felt my face glow, and could not truft 
myfelf to fpeak. 

Lady Belfont's expreflive eyes turned upoli 
her brother, with a look fo fraught with 
affedionate companion, and then glanced 
upon me with fuch unequivocal iiHrrcft, that, 
.however inftantanecius the ejcprcffian, it 
eledrified me, ar\d Wi^d tcv^ btnflL with 
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compuiJ^ion, for my late cavilling infenfi- 
bility to her friend fliip, to a degree I could 
fcarce fiupport. 

At the ufual hour of retiring, I beggecl to 
attend her in her dreffing room j I could not 
be at peace with rayfelf till I had opened my 
heaft, and expreffed its contrition. I will 
diftnifs Fermor in ten minutes, faid (lie, with 
a friendly prefFure of my hand, as if fhe un- 
derftood, and wiAied to encourage my pur- 
pofe. 

I flew to her with an emotion that almoft 
impeded utterance, and throwing my arms 
round her neck, I could only exclaim, 
•• Deareft—d eared Lady Belfont, forgive 
me ! and refloie me to that confidence which 
I will never again dclerve to forfeit — '* 

" When have I withdrawn my confidence, 
my dear child ? Upon what occafion have 
you ever had recourfe to me, and found it 
fail you?" 

" I know not — " confounded to perceive 
that I had begun with an implied reproach 
to her, whild fully fe^ifible that the fault lay 
wholly with myfelf. *^ The drynefs — the 
(eparation that has exited between us, evtr 
iiflct Mr. Stanville's arrival — '* 
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** Has appeared to me to originate, in my 
having probed you too deeply before we left 
town, my Louifa. I have been grieved, 
but not angry at your late referve. It was 
fcarcely poflible that, (ituate as I am between 
my brother and you, you could dojuftice to 
my motives : certain, however, that your 
heart muft come round to me again, 1 
awaited its time, though not without great 
anxiety, to fee your peace of mind more and 
iiiore involved ; but fully fenfible that inter- 
ference, at this moment, could be of no 
avail.** 

" Kind — indulgent — adorable friend ! bow 
very faulty have 1 been I — how very undc- 
ferving of goodnefs, that I could miftake for 
feverity, and infenfibility ! — To confefs my 
injuftice,my unworthinefs — is the only atone- 
ment — *' 

Tears choked me. — 

The indulgent kindnefs of Lady Belfont's 
foothings was fuch, as you who know her 
may fuppofe. How could I for a moment 
ceafe to know her? — She endeavoured to 
excufe me to myfelf, by attributing the tran- 
fient alienatioft to human nature, which 
could fcarcely retain im^^ttvilitY in^ji fitua- 
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tion fo trying as mine — but I cannot forgive 
myfelf. 

Lady Bclfoat expreflcd deep regret at hav- 
ing been the caufe of Mr. Stanville*s coming 
down, as it feemed to have thrown him en- 
tirely off his guard, and produced an inti^ 
macy which, however innocently carried on, 
would endanger the refolution, and increafe 
the difficulties of both, beyond what either 
of us could forefee. 

I truft in this, however, her anxiety ex- 
aggerates the evil ; I ventured to anfwer for 
myfeif, at lead — and if Mr. Stanville's par- 
tiality to me is equally pure, which I cannot 
doubt, I think I may anfwer for him like- 
wife ; that the eafe arifing from the kind of 
brotherly intimacy which now fubfifts be- 
tween us, has fo relieved our hearts, that 
nothing farther is requifite to fecure our mu« 
tual happinefs, than to be allowed a con- 
tinuation of the fame innocent indulgence, 
with which furely no engagement he may 
con trad need to interfere. 

Lady 3elfont did not feem to fee this 
in quite the fame light, but waved the dif- 
cuffion for ^he prefent. Afluredly if (he 
await his abfence to refume \t, ftv^ Vi^^^ \Jcw^ 

VOL. jji, b 
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thance of mybeing little able to do the fame 
juflice to the argument which I might at this 
moment. You well know how heavily fepa-. 
ration from friends hangs upon my mind— 
itiy wretchednets at parting with my belo\^ed 
brother was not of (hbrt duration. — She 
Hvould nol, howiever, enter any farther into 
the fubjed. 

t Ventured, before I left her, to a(k, 
whether (he thought Mr. Stanville's depar- 
parture for the continent as fixed, as it 
had appeared to be fome time ago. 

*' Have you any reafon to doubt it?** 

*' None, but the kind of evafive hefitation 
1 perceived in the anfwer he made to your 
ladyfliip at dinner to day.'* 

" That did not pafs unobfervcd," (he re- 
J)lied, ** but I rather afcribed it^to the delu- 
fion that now fcems to veil his judgment, 
than to any change that can have taken place 
\ti his profpe&s. Of an event fo important, 
I think' he would not make a fecret to mc, 
however he may withhold what he probably 
thinks would give me pain ; flill I am too 
much in the dark, as to the whole affair^ to 
hazard an opinion of any fort upon it.** 
My mind is fo mucYi ttVwt^di V) \}Dk>& ti* 



MISS ftlVERSDALK. 291 

planation^ and Lady Belfont's extreme kind- 
nefs, that I could not go to reft till I had 
imparted it 

And now good night, my beloved brothdr 
and heft friend. We fet off early in the 
morning, and this remains to be forwarded 
•to you with my mother's packets. May 
every bluffing attend you, prays your truly 
afie&ionate 

LOUISA, 



THE JOURNAL CONTINUED, 

Brig HUl, 29th Auguft. 

I have been here three days, without find- 
ing a moment to devote to the affedtionate 
partaker in all my pains and pleafures; and 
now I am fo overpowered by variety of mat- 
ter, that I know not where to begin : though 
tinqueftioHably it ought to be with the con- 
vcri^sition fupported by Lady Frances Ruthen 
on our road ; for, truth to fay, I was a mere 
acquiefcent lifieMr; unwilling to difagree, 
becaufe not in argumentative fpirits, though 
too much ftruck with the contraft between 
Tier romantic irrationality, and the ^ud\^\Qf>a.% 
"tendency of all Lady BeHbnt*s coraT)a^xvv»- 

o z 
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tions, not to recur on fome future day to 
opinions that will fo ftrongly elucidate the 
two charafters, and in many inftances highly 
divert you. 

I haften to introduce you to the circle that 
awaited us here, that I may carry you on 
with our daily occurrences^ which are indeed 
of a motley nature. 

Of my happinefs in feeing Lady Mary 
Malcolm I need fay little ; you will readily 
conceive it 5 but what may appear as extra- 
ordinary to you, as it ftill does to myfelf, is 
the infenfibility with which I looked forward 
to, or rather overlooked, the meeting with 
Colonel Malcolm, which, until pathetically 
expatiated upon by Lady Frances, had never 
occurred to me as being likely to produce an 
awkward conftraint, from our never having 
feen each other fince all that had followed 
upon his leaving Geneva* Strange, my dear 
brother ! that feelings which feemed ever 
entitled to retain a place in my breaft, how- 
ever different from what they originally were, 
Ihould be fo completely fuperfeded. I take ^ 
iliame to myfelf in confefling that it was 
Lady Frances's information of the prepara* 
tions /he had made fot ieiviiV\u^^Vs»^\v^ftfiricsj 
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&c. by arming herfelf at all points with falts, 
aromatic vinegar, eau de Cologne^ and what 
not, that fuggefted the firft thought of it. 
Then indeed I did begin to feel an uheafinefs 
jn the expectation j from which, however, I 
was foon completely relieved, by Lady ^•^ar} 's 
(cxpreffions of regret at Colonel Malcolni's 
having been fuddenly called away, fince my 
reception of her letter, by the iilnefs of a 
pear relation, which- might detain him for 
more than the time allotted to our flay 
here. 

But what pen ? — not mine, Pm fure, can 
do juftice to the nbafter and miftrefs of Brig 
Hall, the Countefs of Dunfkene (countcfs in 
her own right, obferve) and Mr. Trotmere, 
her hufband ? Such faint {ketches, however, 
as I can give, you (hall have, as preludes to 
the pleafure I will hope may one day be in 
ftore for me, of making you perfonally ac- 
quainted with this diverting couple. 

When you afferted that the race of Squire 
Wefterns was extindt in England,- you gave 
an undeniable proof of never having refided 
in the internal parts of thefe northern coun- 
^^, where many a hunting, drinking fquirc, 
that has never vifited the caplta\> ftA\Vwvv\c.^^ 

o 3 
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the fidelity of Fielding*s touches. Not that 
I mean to affix either the profanenefs or bru- 
tality of the charafter upon Mr. Trot mere } 
the refemblance merely goes to perfeA igno- 
rance of the ways and manners of the world> 
^iiing from total feclufion ; to a paffion for 
hunting, which gives to the ftabjie and dog 
kennel a preeminence over every other ob- 
jeft; and an exceffive conviviality, w)iich 
feldom flops (hort of laying him under 
the table at the conclufion of the evening, 
whence his fervants convey him to the C0un« 
tefs's bed. 

The countefs's firft hufband loft his life lA 
•* the forty -Jive ^^ in the fervicc of the J^rince^ 
a$ (he emphatically calls him ; and (he haSj 
ever (ince her union with Mr. Trotmcre, in* 
habited the (hades of Brig Hall, which might 
naturally lead you to expeA a degree of ruf* 
•tication in her manners^ the more probable 
from aflbciating chiefly with Mr. Trotraere's 
companions of the chace. But againft this 
fhe has guarded " with all her might and 
main,** by the ftrifteft attention, in her own 
perfon, to all the decorums and formalities 
of the vieille cour^ which run her into an e|^ 
^jggeration of higji breedings that would »l- 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 29C 

iXiofl be too much for the (lage : in addition 
to which, (he is a woman of tafte and lite- 
rature, an enthufiailic admirer of Roufle^u, 
and profefftd follower of the fyftem of edu- 
cation laid down in Emile. But Heaven 
having denied a fon, (he has beftowed it all 
upon her daughter ^ and fuch another wild^ 
hoydening,- pretty, artlefs favage, of near, 
fifteen, you never beheld. 

Xhen to complete th§ variety pf the family; 
circle, WC are in e^^p^ftation of Mr. Drun;-, 
morp, foA to the countefs by her firl^ hyf-j 
b9,nd, who has pa(red many years in Franc^ 
4l\d l^aly^,. AQ^ imbibed a thoroygh cpn^n 
tempt,, I ani told, for£ngli(h nianners. Hq 
is returned, in confequence of the profpe6t 
held out of reftoring the forfeited eftates, tq 
put in his claim. Having (lopped for a fort-, 
night in London, on his way hither, .hi$ 
affedions were forcibly feized by a high- 
flying, four-in-hand, brilliant fpinfter of 
quality, who hopes to reconcile him to his 
|]^tive country, by proving that it .contains 
females as exempt from principle and preju- 
dice, as Paris or Naples can boaft. He (laid 
only the time requi(ite to hug this happy, 
conviftipn to his bread for life, and ts bti^^ 



296 LETTERS OP 

ing the valuable acquifition with him, to 
receive the parental benediction. 

And, ** though laft, not leaft," here is 
alfo Lady Frances Ruthen's precious ne- 
phew, with who(e elegance and accomplifli- 
ments you are already acquainted *, returned 
from his penjion at Amiens, without one 
word more of the language than he carried 
with him from Oxford laft year, but with an 
improved inveteracy againft the French, and 
every thing that belongs to them ; and who, 
having taken the opportunity of felting off 
at a moment *s warning, with an old fchool* 
fellow that had called upon him in his way 
back from the grand tour, juft arrived at 
Thorp Caftle a few hours after we had left it, 
trufting to the interference of Lady Belfont 
to appeafe both Lady Frances and Lord 
Belfont. 

My lord proved inexorable, and would 
not fee him ; and ftar of encountering the 
difpleafure of Lady Frances unfupportcd, 
prompted him to folicit Mr. Stanville to 
accompany him hither, whofe good nature 
•— — I fee you fmile, Henry, and look in- 

• Probably mentioned m iVvc lod jacket from Paris. 
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credulous; but indeed I believe that good 
nature to George Darking, and the deiire to 
reconcile his aunt to this freak, was the chief 
reafon — • — that is — I do not mean to be guilty 
of the afTedation of faying that my being 
here might not be an additional inducement 
— ^for certainly he had not drawn back from 
the propofal made by Lady Frances at firft, 
till I objeded — I only mean — in (hort no 
matter what — the inveftigation would be too 
long for the prelent moment ; — but the faft 
is, that here Mr. StanviUe adtually arrived 
ycfterday noon ; that his prefence fecmed to 
give univerfal joy ; and that when he talked 
of going into Chelhire to day, it was nega- 
tived with fuch friendly earneftnefs,* as he 
feemed unable towithftand. 

It is to him that I am obliged for a quicker 
and far keener infight into the charafters by 
which 'we are furrounded, tha?i I (hould 
otherwife have had. His wit has rather more 
.of a (atirical cad than I was at firft aware of ^ 
but there is fuch infinite pleafantry and play- 
fulnefs in his manner of turning people into* 
ridicule, that he really feems, like Liadjr 
Teazle, '' to laugh at his friends out of pure 
good nature/' 
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There was no great difficulty in reconciling 
i.ady Frances to her nephew ; the very fight 
pf Mr. StanviUe.did half the bufinefs;. and 
her weak indulgence for the foolifli young 
man accompli(hed the reft> without his tak- 
ing the' trouble to offer any one excufe for 
having gone exaftly contrary to her inten- 
tion of his remaining there two years, except 
that it was " fuch a d — d bore^ he co\M 
fiand it no* longer." 



ijt Sept. — Lady Mary Malcolm is parti- 
cularly ftruck with Mr/ Stanville^ my dear 
Ijrothen How fortunate that he happened 
to come t She will be far better able to judges 
of all I have to tell her, from having feen 
him ; for I fliall certainly appeal to her fupc- 
irioor and difcriminating fenfe,. the very firft 
moment after he leaves us, in which I can: 
,gather fufficient courage to enter upon the 
Abjeft^. 

Lady Mary is ioexhauftibk upon t&Mopic 
of her own bappinefs ; and indeed the efficacjit 
.^f ^OQtent is confpicuous^ in the wander&l 

cha j)ge in her appearance 1 1 Ibould &ttndlj( 



kltVe reco|nifecl her. Sh^ is reffored to ^. 
brilliancy of beauty, a gayety, an animation^- 
of wbi^h I had no ide^. She extremply re- 
grets that Colonel Ma}eolni's abfence rpbfi 
me of the fatisfaftion of feeing his h^ppine(&= 
likewife; for in that is fqmmed up theper- 
feifVion of hers ;. and to me (he refers it all.--^ 
D, Henry, how undefervedly ! This is ^i 
fubjedfc upon which I (hall never wholly ac^ 
quit myfelf to myfelf; but i will not t^ze^ 

you with repetitions r- 

*- ♦ ♦ IT 

I was interrupted by a menage from Ladji' 
Dunikene, defiring to fee me in the parlpur*^ 
3he apologifed, when I went down, for thp: 
trouble (he was giving me> which wa3 0ccaf!^ 
£oned by the reception of a letter: from her 
fon,^ informing her that he (hould b$ bene: 
by dinner time, with his lady, and anlt^liap^ 
nobleman. Lady Mary Malcolm is gone tp» 
take a ride, and the improvements to bje:: 
made in the preparations for the receptiofu 
pf Mr. and Mrs. Drummore,. on aqcoucit pF 
the addition of this count, whofe arriv^ w^- 
"unfqrcfeen, are do manifold, that they. cpiaP 
aeither be delayed till Lady Mary^s rejt»u»^ 
yet encouiUercd witl;^ut the; »iSftftR<»,(|£ 

9 6 
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(bmc perfon of tafte, as her lad3rihip waa 
pleafcd to tdl me. 5« For aws to the gud^ 
mon, he^U no fa(h wi duing the honors yc 
ken; and gude troth he'd no mack muckle 
o% g^n he did, it wull aw raft wi me to gi' 
*cm a reception that wull convince the Etaw- 
lian count he*s no juft coming'tull a parcel o* 
hottentots^ which Is*e engage my fon has rc- 
prefented us aw to be.*' 

The countefs then called upon John tk 
butler, to produce the ornaments deftined 
for the middle of the table, which confift of 
an equeftrian ftatue of Charles the Firft, of 
"white marble, of pretty confiderable fize; a 
Chinefe pagoda of ivory; and a reprefenta- 
tion of an Egyptian pyramid in fcaglione. 

" Noo mefs, I ken unka weel," refumcd 
her ladylhip, " that epargnes are awthcgi* 
ther oot o' fawfhion, and I hanna gotten 
plateaux , but I mind reading o* the French 
pienipotentMiry*s f^te, whare the ornaments 
reach'd tuU the cieling, and ware aw emble- 
mawtic ; fo Fm thinking o' placing the fta- 
tue o' hes Maijefty e the centre, in compli- 
ment to the bride's tafte for equitation ; aws 
Weel as to the coont's being gentleman o' the 
-bedchaooiser tuU theprencei the Egeeptian 
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peeramid at the top, ye ken, 'ell be emble- 
mawtical o' the anteequity o' my fon*s de- 
fcent ; and the pagoda at the bottom, may 
be confeeder'd as a hint o* the height I wad 
ha hes ambeetion to foar tull — deed, mefs, et 
'ell no be fo vary common, and gi' a proof 
that country refidcnce does nae fpoil tafte 
awthegither, whare it has aince been culti- 
vate/' 

This appeal was made with fuch perfeft 
felf-complacency and confidence in my con- 
currence, that I could not find in my heart 
to ftart an objcdion, which I was befide 
quite fatisfied would be in vain — for I would 
not have you think me capable, Henry, of 
confirming the abfurdity of the worthy wo^ 
man, to increafe the diverfion of the com- 
pany : refpeA for Lady Mary Malcolm's 
aunt would forbid it, if common good na- 
ture did not 5 — and indeed I was under con- 
(iderable cmbaraffment at firft, to fupprefs 
the fmile that the old lady^s peculiarities at 
times irrefiftibly calls forth, left it might 
offend Lady Mary, till (he fet me at eafe by 
telling me that, fenfible as (he was of her 
aunt's real worth, ftie could not always re- 
frain from it herfirlf 
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My iilence being conftrued into unquali- 
fied afTent, Lady Dunikene next prtyceeded 
to inftru A John in fome elegancies refpediBg 
the mode of waiting at table> but recoliefting 
that Colonel Malcolm had left his foreigii 
fervant,. out of livery, with Lady Mary, 
who would underftand thefe matters better, 
and give an eclat to the (ideboard, (he prch 
pofcd that he (hould take tiie lead upon tbii 
great occafion. To this, howe¥er, John 
would by no means agree. Hfe had now 
(lood at the (ideboard at Brig Hall eighteea 
years come Michaelmas, and if he had waited 
upon his honour the fquire, and my lady the 
countefs,, to their liking,, fo long, he hoped 
he needn't flinch for ever an Italian count in- 
the kingdom^, nor have a mounfeer fet over 
him to teach him his bufinefs. 

" Weel a weel, John ! I ded nae mean to 
jQfiend ye ; hooever, aws ets no fetting to bae 
a leeverce fervant en the capawcity o* maitne 
d*h6tel, ye may juft tack the gudc mon's 
auld brown and gold (bute, wi the ventre 
d!or that he made up the year he was Iheriff 
o' th^ county : ets a wee tarni(h'd» . but that 
4Ji np be pbfarved;-'' 

Jpha humbly thaciked. her ladyfiiijg,. with 
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)0 fmall appearance of triumph in the fuo 
[xfs of his reiillance» and readily confented 
to the confequent arrangements of making 
>ver his bed livery to the gardener, and his 
>ld one to the huntfman, who are to officiate 
18 footmen for the day. 

Blithe little Rofalbina came Skipping in^ to 
tnovr what (he might have on ? This was a 
difficulty which was very flatteringly referred 
ko me, who have undertaken^ the adorning of 
ber pretty perfon ;. but it fuggefted a greater 
in regard, tathe countefs herfelf ;^ though (he 
Ebon recollected that Lady Mary Malcolm's 
tnaid might '^ peeaup her auld Bruflels lappet 
beed afrcfh." 

Thefc weighty matters being fettled, her 
iadyfliip next buftled away to the hou(e- 
keeper^s room, and left me at liberty to imi> 
piu't to you thus much of the opening of this> 
eventful day. 



Twelve a'clock at night — I cannofe witht- 
hdd from you the remainder of this treat,. 
Henry,, though I (hould (it up ail night to 
give it you.. 
' Upon laying, down my pen^, 1 y^^nL \&to^ 

- 3^ 
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the breakfaft parlour in queft of Rofalbina^ 
where I found Mr. Stanville, returned iFroin 
cfcorting Lady Mary Malcolm^ who had 
agreed to dine with the lady (he went to vifit, 
unknowing what great expedations the day 
teemed with at Brig Hall. She had fet out 
before the arrival of the letters. 

Mr. Stanville was not a little amufed with 
the account I gave him of the confultation 
to which I had been called, and chofe to 
confider my filent aflent to the countefs's 
tafte, as incurring a part of the refponfibilicy 
— the vein of drollery he indulged upon thb 
fubjeft, was interrupted by the entrance of 
Rofalbina, who bawled, from as far as (be 
could fee us, " Goodnefs me, Mifs Riverf* 
dale, what do you think ? rnaa fays (hell 
fend for a concert of mu(ic — all for the count 
— how nice it will be ! — Do, dear, tell me 
what a concert of mufic is !'* 

Before we could anfwer, the countefs (oh 
lowed to impart the happy thought that had 
occurred. Mr. Stanville gravely fuggeftcd 
the improvement of having the mufic duriijg 
dinner, inftead of the evening. This was 
better again, and by far more elegant, parti- 
cularly as the muficians might have been at a 
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lofs for mufic to go on with for fo long toge- 
ther as the evening would require, Lady 
Dunikene faid. 

•* What muficians have your ladyfliip fn 
.ttiis neighbourhood?'* I afked, wilhing to 
find fomc ground to counteract this new 
propofal. 

"Troth no muckle choice/* (he an- 
fwercd. " There's the mon that teuts tuU 
the pfalmodie i' the kirk, and the blind 
harper frae Penrith, and the gude mon's 
bugle horn, that caa be blawn by the whip- 
per-in, and fawney Macalafter VU keep them 
awthegither wi hes bagpipes. — I'll fend for 
*cm e'cnnow, and fat 'em to praftufing i* the 
bam, oot o' my colledlion o* laffons for the 
(pcenett; they'll aw ken mair or lefs o* Mar* 
(hall Saxe's mcenuet, and my Lady Coven- 
try's meenuct, and 6wr the Watter to 
Chairly; twa or three o' they popular tuens 
ell be fuffeecient. — Et ell no jufl be fae par- 
feck aws I cude wefli, but the coont ell fee I 
ken hoow it oght to be, and he'll mack al- 
loowance for no being able to get the firft 
miifeecians at this diftance frae the caw- 
pital." 

Mr. Stanville was fo mifchkvovxft'^ \i^>a!L 
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upon encouraging the abfurdity^ that all in^ 
terfcrence lyas vain, and I retired to perform 
the taik I had undertaken in r^ard to Ro(al<« 
bina* Fortunate was it that I fet about it 
fuificiently early, to give time for correding 
the errours I committed, in turning her bright 
cbefnut locks into ringlets, and tying a pink 
bandeau round her head, for when I went to 

■ 

exhibit my work with fome degree of elatioori 
from thinking it particularly became her, I 
had the morti6cation to meet with the moft 
entire difapprobation. 

'* Hoot, mefsl" exclaimed Liady Dun^ 
ikene, '* ye ha boond up her temples as gea 
(he had gotten a fah: heed ! I qanna awa we*t 
at aw !'* and fo I corre£led my miftake under 
her ladyfbip^s own diredion, and loaded her 
head with gauze, and feathers, and flowers, 
enough for a ball at St. James's ; and poor 
Rofalbina was the exaft reprefentation of 
Ninette a la cour. 

The dinner hour was retarded, to give the 
travellers time for dreffing after their arrival; 
but we were defired to affemble in the draw- 
ing room, as ufual, that we might be placed 
in form for their reception. We were punc- 
tusd, of courfe, and found the countefsi 



MIS8 RIVERSDALE. 307 

lore countefs than ever, decorated with her 
truflels lace hted^ three drop diamond ear* 
ingSj large hoop^ white gloves, and fan. 
lofal^ina was miffing, which was vexatious^ 
5 (he was to have been found (itting ^pon a 
tool at her mother's left hand : the vexation 
iras confiderably increafed, * however, when 
be did appear, for a game at battledore and 
buttlecock with George Darking, followed 
V} a match at butterfly catching, had {bef*^ 
equally deftroyed the fymmetry of the fen-? 
hers and flowers, fome of which were 
nnoken, and fome loft, befide feveral flits in 
be bed muflin frock, that a pretty ievere 
t&MXt enfued ; in the midft of which, the 
quire, who had been fliooting fince'day-^ 
creaky and knew nothing of what was going 
brward, entered with a pouch full of game, 
ind two or three dirty dogs. 

" Hey day ! what's in the wind now, my 
ady ?" he cried, as he difencumbered him- 
ilf from his pouch ; " what the d — 1 are ye 
ill prinkt out for in this fafliion ? — What ails 
Binny, that flie's crying fo ? — Come hither, 
Binn, ril take your part, poor lafs; what's 
oiatter?" 

**.Dced, John Trotmere, my bud, ^i)M£v 
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nae time for explanation. My {on and his 
ladcly, and an Etawlian coont, hes friend, 
wha's gentleman o' the bedchamber to the 
prence, ell aw be here eennow; and ye ha 
but juft a momment o' time to mack yerfell 
fet to receive them/' 

•* I'll warrant, duck, that will be done io 
the crack of a whip — but fee here, my lady, 
what a morning's work ! Six brace of birds I 
•—a leafii of hares !" — tumbling them all out 
upon the fofa« 

** Hoot, oot ! tack tent o* the fofa, my 
bird ! the ilep's no on't; they mawkins aic 
aw bluidy. Here, Jam/' to a fervantj tack 
*^ they fulthy brutts to the lairder — and aw 
the dogs, they manna bide wi the carpet 
uncovered." 

^' What the plague is all this nonfenfe for, 
duck ? uncovering things to make 'em unfit 
for ufe. If Tm not to have my dogs about 
me when theyVe done their duty fo wcUj 
I'm off. — ^Wby if you had- feen that birch 
point at that moor cock, you'd have thought 
her worth the fpoiling of twenty nonfenlical 
carpets. Love me, love my dog, that's the 
good old faying; and curfe me, if Juno's 
turned out of the room, if I'll ftay in it." 
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« Weel a wcel ! my bird, dinna be fae cap- 
pernyty, Jat Juno day thens ye*ll ha* nae 
objections to the ithers being caw'd away^ 
Jiift for aince, it's no every day that we'll hac 
to deu the honors tull a gentleman o' the 
pfrence — " 

** Well, take 'em into the fmoking room, 
and get my pipe ready there, Jem. Tm not 
unreafonable, you know, duck, when you let 
me have my own way : but as for Ju — , d — ^n 
inc if I'd give her up for any prince in Chrif- 
• tcndpm. Here, Ju ! Ju! come upon the 
- fofa, poor wench, and reft your weary bones. 
Look at her poor eyes, my lady, (he has run 
hcrfelf half blind." 

Lady Dunfkene's diftrefs was evident, but 
as (he faid no more, it remained unheeded 
by Mr. Trotmere, whom (he now, however, 
requefted to haften to pull off his boots.- 
•« What for, duck? What the d— I's the 
matter with my boots ? Jem may juft wipe 
the dirt off them a little, if you've a mind ; 
but if any body's fo (illy as to objeft to boots 
in the country, why I'll teach 'em more fenfe j 

that's all.'' 

The rattling of chaife wheels now . drew 
the attention of the countefs, arid iti^wvcvvcv^ 
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Tier feat with great ftate and dignity, (he faid, 
^* John Trotmere, my bird, ye mun gang 
and receive the coont at the feut o' the great 
Hair — I wad gladly move forward to meet my 
fon and his bride myfel, but aws tliis £)• 
reigner b wi them,"^! think ets contrar to 
etiquette.** 

^* Why Jem can fliow *em the way, can't 
lie, duck I — ^What the d — ^1 (hould I go for, 
to dare and look like a fool, and not know 
one from toother ? I can't talk gibberiQi, yoo 
Icnow — "^ 

Mr. Stanvilk) who had entered during 
the dialogue, good humouredly offered his 
fervices — however, it proved to be only Mis. 
Drummore's maid and baggage; and word 
was brought that the travellers would be here 
in half an hour. 

This fortunate delay gave time for the «• 
ftoration of order. Mr. Trotmere betook 
liimfclf to the fmoking room with Juno, 
Mf here a large arm chair is appropriated to 
licr fole life ; the fofa and carpet were refcued 
from the damage of the dogs, and once more 
all was pea£e and expedation. 

Mr. Stanville's converfation beguiled the 
time^ (o that we v^eic not wi^^ W« tnuct 
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t)cyond even the delayed dinner hour it had 
run on ; when a fudden fouiyl of voices and 
loud laughter upon the ftairs attrafted our 
attention. Lady Dunfkene, concluding the 
hoife to proceed from another romping match 
between Rofalbina and Geoi^e Darking, 
ftepped to the door, with more of difplea- 
fure, and lefs of dignity, in heralpeft, than 
ufual, when, upon opening it, an exclama- 
tion of" There's my mother !" uttered in a 
fqueaking, male voice, caufed her to dart 
track, and Mrs. Drummore, almoft con- 
vulfed with laughing, bolted forward into 
lier arms, with " My dear madam, I am 
equally happy to pay my own relpeAs, arid 
lay your fon at your feet with whole bones.^* 
The countefs imagining the perfon, upon 

m 

whofe arm Mrs. Drummore had leaned, to 
be her fon, now threw h^rfelf about his neck, 
^hich appeared to be fubmitted to with fome 
confuiion ; whilft Mrs. Drummore burftinto 
afrefti peal of laughter, crying out, ** This 
is Count Solano — there's Drummore coming 
after us." 

The. poor countefs*s perplexity was fo 
much increafed by this fecond miftake^ that^ 
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inflead of pai&ng on to her fon^ (he began 
making apologies to the count, who could 
onlyanfwerby bows and gefticulation ^ while 
Mr. Drummore, who had certainly by far 
the. more foreign appearance of the two, ap- 
proached with all the refpedful indifference 
of a common acquaintance. /^ Evviva! 
bella madre mia /" faid. he, kifling her 
hand. 

** I . proteft againft Italian and French, 
during our flay here," cried Mrs. Drum- 
more, ^' and call upon all this company for 
fupport. Drummore really has not forgot- 
ten his own language^ and I am determined 
to drive all his foreign fancies and affe&atioos 
out of the field." 

" No one fo capable, certainly," replied 
Mr. Drummore, with a. foreign flirug, and 
fliake of the head. 

** Befide," continued Mrs. Drummore, 
** I have promifed the count that this vifit is 
to initiate him into the EngliOi language and 
manners; for he is juft as anxious to pa(s 
for an Englilhman, as Drummore for a fo- 
reigner. — But your ladyfliip does not intro- 
duce me to your guefts.-— Lady Frances 
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Ruthen, and Charles Stanville, I am ac* 
quainted with," (baking them by the hand 

in turn ; " but "' 

. Lady Dunikene, endeavouring to recover 
from the confufion of the fir ft onfet (for 
never did vieille cour politenefs experience % 
more complete dircomfiture)^ took me by the 
hand, and leading me forward, faid, " Thes, 
madam, es Mefs Reeverfdale, connefted i' 
the female line wi' fome o* the firll faimilies 
in Breetain *' 

This circum dance Was new to myfelf, and 
did not appear to produce quite the intended 
efieft upon Mrs. Drummore j for, (hakins 
me good humouredly by the hand, Ihe faid, 
" Mifs Riverfdale's looks might difpenfe 
with anceftry. An ounce of good humour 
will outweigh. a pound of blood with me at 
any time/' 

** No juft the fentiment that I wad ha ex- 
packed frae a veecount*s doghter,*' returned 
the countefs, drily. 

Lady Frances begged to introduce her ne- 
phew, who had Hood kicking his heels and 
biting his thumb at the window all this time. 
^* -He will be very glad to affift iii Mr. 

VOL. Hi. P 
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Drummore's converfion/* added (he, " for 
his objection to foreign manners is very ge- 



nuine.'* 



cc 



tc 



Manners ! " retorted the Idoby ; " Ecbd, 
I faw nothing like manners among 'em ! Not 
one of 'em even had the manners to fpeak a 
word of £hgli(h to me all the while I was 
there — -jabberifig away their curfed gibberifli 
like a parcel of mo^kiest when they knew I 
cou'dn't underftand a word on't." 

** Perhaps, George, they might not know 
how to fpe^k Englifli/' faid Lady Frances. 
More fools they, then, ecod P' returned 
s ^' ril fwear it's the eafieft Ungoage 
df the two." 

Lady Frances, as ufual, endeavoured td 
palliate her nephew'^ nonfenfe, by reproving 
him for natianai prejudice. 

•* Troth, madam, Til no agree that t 
predileftion for our ain coontiy es ody im« 
.|)eachlnent o' the underftanding — but woona 
ye be pleafed, Mrs. Druaunore, to ha yer 
womnian attend jer 'toilette ^ lie deu myiel 
the honour to conduck ye tull yer apoift- 



inent- 



mam^ 



u 



^* Lord 1 do ^du madce ditiffing in .the 
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:puntFy ?'* interrupted Mrs. Drutnmorc ; " I 
on never Qut of my riding habit from the 
:Une I turn xny b^k upon London/' 

*^ Paijth, m^dam, gen I did na drefs i' the 
:oontry9 I wad leiife the airt o% awthe- 
jither.'* 

This rdfed an invqluntary fmile in all; 
but in Mrs. Drummore an imreftrained 
laugh. I wi(h you could fee the drefs of 
ivhich (he thus cultivates the art. 

" .Ciy your lady (hip mercy! I. did not in- 
deed confider the difierence of a few months 
in the country, or the year round,*' faid Mrs. 
Drummore ; ^ but at any rate I could never 
beftow the time upon it out of London." 

^* Ah, that's fo like me !*' exclaimed Lady 
Frances Ruthcn, fentimentally ; ** the ten 
thou(and .iriterefting avocations of the coun* 
try^ each claiming an appropriation of 
time! *' 

" I appropriate mine by the lump to a 
rcry ftw purfuits, which anfwer equally in 
point ofengnoffing it ;" returned Mrs. Drurn^ 
moi^. ^^ I mo^nt • my hor(e the inftant 
bTCdkh&. is over> and Seldom get home till 
dinner, if ^en ; my Other's four o'clock bell 
u fo regular, it is not eafy, if you taSiJ^ ^^"i 

p 2 
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thing of a ride ; but I never mind, a fnack 
of any fort does for me* — By the time I have 
dined, my phaeton and four comes to the 
door, and that of courfe runs on till dark; 
then four or five rubbers of guinea vv hid, and 
a comfortable fupper, lead you to two or 
three in the morning, before you know where 
you are, in the very iongeft days. When 
the fox hunting feafon comes, that fwallows 
it all, you know — fo I truft my poor habit 
•will find favour in- Cumberland, fince it has 
had poffeffion of me for fo many years/* 

" Of courfe it pleads a prefcriptive right," 
faid Mr. Stanville. 

The old lady made no anfwer,,but with a 
very fignificant look turned to the count. 
•* Moufshe le Comte wull no ha been cufcd 
to fie ane difregard for etiquette, I imaigine. 
— Maifter George wull ha the godenefs to 
convoy hem tull the blue damafk room ; Ifc 

gar the dinner wait a wee *' 

. " My dear madam,*' interrupted Mrs. 
Drummore, " the count would no more 
part with that great coat, and broad dirty 
cravat, which he confiders as the trueEn^ifli 
infignia,** winking to Mr. Stanville, " than 
/ with my hunting aU\x^%" 



k 
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The count fcraped, and bowed, and fmilcd, 
D'ut faid nothing. Maifter George had twirled 
limfelf out of the room the moment his fer- 
rices were called for, and Mr. Drummore 
liked whether he fliould not be admitted 
* to the honour of making his bow to Mr. 
Frotmere before dinner ? — " 

" Faith, Mr. Drummore, ye maun ex- 
cufe my judgment, being a wee jumbled, 
which gard me no think o't feuner— ^we'U find 
him in his ain apairtment, and mortefeed, I 
ween, no to ha been drefs'd to receive 
Moufshe le Comte. — " ■ 

As they were leaving the room, Rofalbina 
came flying in, " Dinner's almoft all on 
table, maa, and you never did fee how Tmart 
it looks; and John's as fine as any thing! — '* 

** Hoot, Rofawlbina, haud yer gab, and 
lat me entrodeuce ye tull the honorable Mrs. 
Drummore." 

« 

" Lawk a daifie! — and which is brother 
gob?—" 

Mr. Drummore made up to her: *' I am 
enchanted with the honour of making ac- 
quaintance ^\ 

But before he could half get through his 

^ 3 
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{peech, the little tnadcap jumped upV clung 
about his neck to kifs him, and deranged 
his nicely powdered curb, to his litter diftrefi 
and his wife's infinite diveriion. 

•* You enchanting, little wild thing," fhe 
cried, " you (hall do as much every day, and 
the devil's in't, if thole tremendous curls ftand 
the double attack of your fingers and my 
tongue/* 

" To fignify Mrs. Drummore's pleafurc, 
is furely fufficient," he replied. . ** A defire 
of what one loves, is an ord^r which no fen- 
fible heart can refift." 

" This is fnatching a grace beyond the 
r^ach of common gallantry, indeed Drum- 
rhore," exclaimed Mr. StanviHe. " Rather 
than infringe Mrs. Drummore's prohibition 
by a French quotation, you fubmit to trahf- 
late it into Englifti nonfenfe/* 

Mr. Drummore gave an unmeaning fmile 
of aflent to a joke which he did not feem 
clearly to comprehends and a fummons to 
dinner opened a new field of amufement — 

But ileep is now gaining fo fad upon me, 
that I muft defer the remainder till to 
morrow. 
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3 if Sept. — It was impoflible to refume the 
pen yefterday; and ftill it can only be by 
fnatches, which I fear may caufe fome of the 
fpirit of the narrative to evaporate-^howevcr, 
I will lofe no time in apologies. 

The very uncommon appearance that pre- 
fcnted itfelf, attradled all the attention Lady 
Dunikenehad hoped for, accompanied, how- 
ever, with looks that fortunately efcaped her 
obfervation; for (he was now quite in her 
clement in fetting off, to the beft advantage, 
the pomp and pride of her table> of which 
(he does the honours with the moil uni'e* 
mitting zeal. 

Mr. Trot mere came out of his fmoking 
room as we paffed it, having probably but 
juft had time to finifh his pipe ; for in hi| 
drefs there was hot even the propofed im- 
provement of the dirt being wiped off his 
boots. Mr. Drummore, who feemcd to 
have rcferved for his ftepfather all the warmth 
of falutation which he had withheld from his 
mother, rufhed forward with open arms io 
embrace him ; but Mr. Trotmere exclaiming 
forcibly againft the ** d — d outlandilh cuf- 
tom of men brufliing their briftles againft 
jj^ch other/' fent fuch a fpecimtu gi >Jtx^ 

p 4 
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gratification^ in which he had been indulging, 
to Mr. DruiTimore*s noftrils, as caufed him 
to fly off with a ftronger expreflion of fenfi- 
bility than he had yet (hown for any thing,* 
fqueaking out, " Jefu Maria ! no corps de 
garde was ever half fo overcoming !" 

Mrs. Drummore laughed. ** What, worfe 
than the ftables, Drummore? Poor devil! 
what trials your nerves have to encounter in 
this barbarous country !'• 

Mr. Drummore moved on, to as great a 
diftance from the fquire as the table would 
admit, with his lorgnette to. his eye, fcnitif 
nifing every diQi as he paffed alonp^. Mrs. . 
Drummore placed hcrfelf next to Mr. Trot- 
mere, profefling much delight to find any 
thing fo congenial to her riding habit as bis 
boots. 

** Thank yc kindly, my good lady T' faid 
Mr.Trotmere; '* I did not hope for any 
thing half fo rational coming from London. 
My lady, here, and her recolledions of for- 
mer days in the two capitals, as the calls 
'em, where I never have been, and hope I 
never (hall, pefters me to death with her 
fiddle cum fads about the fmell of boots and 
the dirt of dogs ** 
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** Dogs ! I've never lefs than half a dozen 
about me when I'm at home, and I'd rather 
fmell a pair of boots than otter of rofes," re- 
plied Mrs, Dpummore. 

" Egad, Old England will do yet then, if 
there are many like you in London P' ex- 
claimed the delighted Mr. Trotmere. 

Whilft this dialogue was going on at one 
end of the table, Lady Dunikene, at the 
other, was endeavouring to recoUeftall that 
(he had formerly known of French, to make 
herfelf intelligible to the Italian count, who 
doe^ not fpeak a word of it, and who feemetj 
bent upon making his court by being as 
£ngli(h as poflible ; which, indeed, his whole 
appearance was meant to evince ; for, in ad- 
dition to the infignia alluded to by Mrs. 
Drummore, he wore a brown fcratch alnioft 
into his eyes, a club ftick, and boots, moft 
comically contrafted with the fine embla- 
zoned ftar upon his great coat, under which 
he wore no other. — Without the fmalleft ror 
ference, therefore, to the countefe's fpeeches, 
.he kept fmilingand bowing, withdrawing his 
plate from all that Qie attempted to load it 
with, and .repeating, "Ah, (harming! — 
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Mu(h oblege ! — Roafta becve ! — Plume pud- 
dino !" which was the more unlucky, as the 
ftrifted attention had been paid that nothing 
fo vulgar as roaft beef 2ind plumb pudding 
Ihould find its way to the table : (he could 
thfetefbrfe only iiifbrm him> that poy-iffbn and 
patty venifdn were the removes i to which he 
ftill cbhtinued repeating, ** Roafta beeve !— 
Afpettero !-^Grazie ! — MaiftA mangia fern* 
pre plume puddifio * /** — At length (he called 
upon her Ton to interpret ; but he was far too 
bufily employed in tafting of evety difti, and 
fending away his plate as faft> with apparent 
difguft, to attend to her. Mr. • Stanvillc 
then took upon him to explain for the coun- 
tefs, that roaft beef iand jplumb pudding 
were " no juft to be mat wi at eelegant 
tables,*' but fiiice (he underftood they were 
jbis tafte, founded upon the Prence^s predi- 
le&ion, he might depend upon having them 
^very day during his ftayj— upon which 
"' Moufehe le Comte'* proceeded to eat of 
every thing that catne before him, with an 
appetite fo voracious and undiftingui(hing, A 
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proved it to have, been a mere compliment to 
the tafte of the country, that he had exprefled 
any preference whatever. 

Not fo Mr,. Drummore. " May I take 
the liberty of aiking where your ladyfliip's 
cook came from ?*' he at length faid. 

Her ladylhip's attention was too much 
engroffed to perceive the drift of the queftion, 
and (he anfwered with felf-complacency, 
** Troth, my dear, ,fhe*s juft a Cumberland 
lafs, that I hae enftrucked myfel to fend up 
twacleevens, aws ye fee/' 

" Jefu Maria ! a female," exclaimed he j 
** I hope to Heaven this remains of barbarity 
Is confined to the Wilds of Cumberland ! I 
have an unfortunate delicacy of palate, that 
never yet was gratified by female hands/* ' 

Lady Dunfkene looked confounded. ** Do 
not, dear madam, give yourfelf any uneafi- 
nefs upon the fubjed,*' he continued; *^ Bi- 
ondino (hall do me an gmmelette, which 
will quite fatisfy me; and in the meanwhile 
have tlic goodnefs to comply with my f<Mfeign 
habits, and let the mdons grace the firfl 
jcourfe, and I ihall do vaftly well." 

" Deed, Mr. Drummore, Tm no vany 
fure there may be a melonawa/' 

p 6 
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** Raw young artichokes would do as well, 
then !" he faid, ** or even radifties — " per- 
ceiving her ladyfhip demur at the arti? 
chokes. 

" Troth, thefe may be all new-fangled inr 
ventiops feence my refidence in the great 
warld ; I canna fay I ever heerd o beginning 
denn^r wi fie like.** 

Mr. Drummore drily conceived it ** pot 
fible that many foreign elegancies might not 
yet have found their way to Brig Hall/*- 

This put the old lady upon her mettle, ancj 
(he retorted, that (he might have hoped fuch 
elegancies as (he had formerly learnt in the 
twa capitals o Breetain might have qualified 
her to do the- honors to her. ain bairns at 
leaft ' 

Mrs. Drummore interpofed — " Don't 
mind his foreign vagaries, dear madam ; by 
the time 1 have hunted him round all the fox 
hounds in the kingdom he'll become a more 
rational creature, and prefer a good (lice of 
huntfman's beef to all the ommelettes and 
raw artichokes in th|^ world." 

Mr. Trotmere was ready to jump off his 
(eat. " What do you follow the hounds, 
xny pretty one, with your pink cheeks and 
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flitn waift? Egad^FU be your fquirc the 
longeft day I live — and as for a huntfman's 
round, there's one in the houfe at this very 
inftant, and if you join me in fetting it be- 
fore all thefe fandangoes, ten to one but my 
lady will let us have it in; hay, duck!" to 
the countefs, " won't you? The devil a 
morfel have I been able to tafte of all thefe 
cirlium kickftiaws! Who would have thought 
that a fine London madam would have ftood 
by me ? Why I dare fay after all they're ano- 
tberguefs kind o' people than what I took 
'cm for, and I may be tempted to friik it up 
among 'em one of thefe days yet, to look for 
a hufband for Binny or fo, hey Binn !" 

" Yes, do dear paaj let's go back with 
brother Bob!" 

" Hoot, Awlby ! — Deed, John Trotmere, 
my bird, ye munna crack fie nonfenfe, to 
gar the lafs expofe herfel— " 

" Well, well, my lady, you're always tu- 
toring me; but let's have in the round, and 
I'll forgive you ; and if this jolly Madam 
Drummore will (land by me, Til have in the 
whole Chelhire cheefe, and cut fome flices 
myfelf to be toafted, and a draught of the 
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bed Odlober to waQi it down— (hall us, my 
fparkler ?*' 

** Deed, my bird, the honourable Mrs, 
Drummore's juft macking a feul o' ye : aws 
to the round o' beef I dinna objack^ — but 
yer toafted cheefe 'ell juft turn Moulshe Ic 
Comte feeck." ^ 

" Whatever it may do the count, I muft 
take the liberty to obferve that it's what I 
could not undertake to encounter,'* f&id 
Mr. Drummore. 

Here the fudden ftriking up of Marftal 
Saxe*s minuet from behind the fcrieen, in 
notes (o difcordant as I fuppofe never wcfc 
combined before, fpread difmay around. 
The count's politenefs confined the expref- 
iion of his unhappinefs to his looks: Mfr 
Drummore, in an agony, clapped his hands 
to his ears, and jumped up to leave the 
room ; but having, in obedience to fbreiga 
tJuftoms, tucked the table cloth, for want (^ 
napkins, into his button bole, the fudden 
jirk over&t King Charles, with a dreadful 
cra(h of the fine old china dilhes, which 
drew forth fcreams from t)ne end of the 
table, and x)eals t>i laughter from the^othcr, 
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increafing the horrible difcord to a degree 
that baffles defcription, and from which Mr. 
Eh-umtnore made his cfcape, without the 
flighted appearance of attention to the mif- 
chief he had occafioned. 

John the butler, formerly a foldier,.was 
fiu: too rigid a difciplinariau to difobey the 
ftria injunftion he had received from the 
countefsy not to ftir from the fideboard till 
the fecond courfe (hould come in ; his gro- 
teique figure, confiderably heightened by 
his finery proving fo tight as to oblige him to 
keep his arms a kimbo, remained therefore 
immovably pinned to the fideboard during 
all the motion and buftle to reflore order that 
reigned throughout the room, and added not 
a little to the comic efFeA df the whole 
{cent. The broken fragments being difpofed 
of, the muficians difmiffed, and Mr. Drum* 
more recalled, poor King Charles's deflined 
hedd having ^in fallen a facrifice was too ^ 
obvious a joke for Mr. Trotmere to mils, 
** The d-^1 1 who would have looked for 4 
fccond Oliver from your own flefti and bloody 
•my lady ?"^ be exclaimed, fcarce able to ar- 
ticulate for laughing. 

This urftiraeiy joke effefted fi\\«fc •2SX'HJa& 
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difcomfitures of the day had failed in -, it tri- 
umphed over the good old lady's poiitenefs; 
her brow clouded, her eyes darted indigna* 
tion, and, with an afpcrity I did not con- 
ceive to have been in her nature, (he retorted, 
" A Wheg only cud ha the eenhumawnity 
to laugh at ony weckedncfs that it cud fliutc 
his entered to parpetrate.** 

Mr. Stanville wiftiing to give a turn to her 
difpleafure, attempted to carry the compa- 
rifon of Mr. Drummore back to Nero, who 
enlivened his crimes with mufic; but it 
would not do: the cloud was not entirely 
difpelled till we retired after dinner, when 
the countefs eafed her bofom of the remain- 
ing load, by imparting to us, that what had 
fo particularly (hocked her, was the fear that 
the count Ihould have conveyed to the Prince 
a doubt of her loyalty, in fuffering " fie 
blafphemy'* to be uttered in her prefencc. 
We of courfe all joined in reaffuring her, upon 
the ground of the count's ignorance of Eng- 
lifli, which in her wrath (he had overlooked; 
and by the time the gentlemen came to cof*- 
fee, (he was reftored to her wonted urhi- 
«ity. 

- " Noo,. Moufehe Ic Comte, I'll bcd-dc- 
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feeance tull my fon's cruticifms, and gee ye 
fome o the baft Mokoa coffee ye'U ba met 



wi." 



c< 



Ah, mu(h oblige, my lady — fliarming 
- — maeft^ beve fempre — alway trinke Mokoa 
caf6." 

^* Wad Heeven 1 cud ha the honour o 
farvinghim wj't ! et fud be upo' my knees." 

As Mr. Trotmere had remained at his 
bottle, no obfervations were made upon this 
fpeech, which might otherwife have revive4 
grievances, being an inexhauftible topic of 
altercation adhered to by the countefs with 
all the zeal of undiminiflied loyalty, and 
eternally cavilled at by the fquire, chiefly, I 
really believe, for the fun of putting her out 
of temper. 

" Half an ounce to a cup, I hope !" faid 
Mr. Drummore, as Lady Dunfkene was 
putting the coffee into the pot. 

" Juft fae, my dear, and boil'd tull a 
fengle bubble. Yer grandfaither, the Earl 
o Glencouiie, broght the airt frae Conftanti* 
nople, and I vailue myfel upo' no ha'ing de- 
generate ; and I'm fae parteckular aws to the 
roafting, that the roafter's aye keept en my 
ain dreffmg room " 
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** Roaftcr ! Jefu Maria, there can be no 
accuracy in a roafter ! Permit me to fuggeft 
it (hould be done in a (hovel, over the char- 
coal, till the oil appears upon the bean ; — 
that's the fignal of perfedtion — a fecond more 
or lefs, is deftruftion." 

•* Weelaweel, I hae. learned to judge o't 
frae habit, and I dinna gae nwckle wrang, 
and then ets ground dirackly.'* 

" Ground ! my dear madam, I beg you 
ten thoufand pardons; but m^ grandfather 
muft have entirely forgotten his leflbn, ground 
coffee is .not drinkable; pounded, ma'am, 
believe me ! the Turks always pound it — *'. 

" Faith, Mr. Drummore !" very gravely, 
•' its unfca fafliious no to ha the gude fortia 
to pleafe ye in ony thing." ' 

** I beg forgivenefs a thoufand times, I 
hadn't an idea of finding fault ; and an in- 
creafed quantity of fugar candy will do away 
the harfhnefs of the roafting." 

** By my troth I dinna believe ther a bet 
fugar cawndy to be gotten i' Penrith/* 

** Why then you muft abfolutely excufe 
me, but I cannot tafte a drop. — I entreat it 
may not give yo^i the llightcft uneafinefs — I 
fo feldom find it to my mind in this country. 
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that I atn quite accuftomed to be fatisfied 
with the chajpe^ and forego the Gaf6.'* 

" The what ?'* 

" Chaffe cafe — li queur of any kind j Ma- 
Fofquin the beft, certainly, but if not at 
band, parfait amour, ratafia de Ncuilly — the 
commoneft will do," 

•* Faith and troth ! gen flirub or cherry 
brawndy o' my ain macking wonna deu, I 
canna undertake to gi ye ony thing batter." 

Mr, Drummore, too much difconcerted 
to anfwer, hummed a tune, and walked to 
the window, 

Mrs. Drummore returned from vifiting 
her horfes, notwithftanding the heavy rain 
that had come on, and the diflance of the 
ftables ; no weather ever kept her from them, 
(he faid ; and finding fome of us had gotten 
our work, (he bid Drummore fetch hers. 

He came back with a load, of which the 
bulk created fome furprifej upon being 
opened, it proved a hammercloth. 

" Prefarve me T* exclaimed Lady Dun- 
ikene, ^^ deu the varry employment o* wo- 
men oreginate i* the ftables noow o' days?'* 
Upon finding fome very noble arms, how- 
ever, quartered with her fon's, lev tVv^ t,va- 
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blazoned efcutcheon from which Mrs. Drum- 
more . was working, her reprobation was 
foftened. 

** The improved energy of the female cha- 
rafter may be traced to their very fingers 
ends," Mr. Stanville obferved to Lady 
Frances Ruthen. " Now you, who are all 
fenfibility and fcntiment, embroider ruffles; 
Mrs. Drummore, who holds both in con- 
tempt I guefs^ works hammercloths and 
rugs/* 

" Certainly," replied Mrs. ^ Drummore^ 
" when I work at all — but it feems to me 
fuch a wafte of time ; and in London that 
commodity is ftill more fcarce than in the 
country." 

' " For thofe who wifli to improve it—** 
began Lady Frances. 

** That's what I reckon I do to the ut- 
moft,'* interrupted Mrs. Drummore ; *• afti- 
vity in conforming, is my motto; for one 
muft do like the reft of the world. In the 
firft inftance, every body, you know^ plays 
at cards all night, and makes vifits all the 
morning, and goes every where every even-. 
ing; and fo do I — but then Tm up as early 
as. if I went to bed in time, and by that 
means I can fee af tw m^ \iOT^^^^ ^.tA ^v ^. 
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ride, or drive, of three or four hours every 
day into the bargain, I hate your idlers, 
who contend for fo many hours in bed ; and 
becaufe they are kept out of it at night, 
fleep away the whole forenoon. Four or five 
"hours is the utmoft that nature requires. 
Tve the King of Pruffia*s authority for it, 
you know — " 

" I expedted you to quote Young's ad- 
monitbn,** faid Lady Frances; " we take 
no note of time, but* from its lofs — ** 

** Mrs. Drummore, on the contrary, 
gives it the fpur, and feems to gallop it 
twice round in the twenty-four hours," faid 
Mr. Stanville. 

" So I do, Charles, upon my life ! that's 
a good obfervation." 

" But mental improvement of time, my 
dear Mrs. Drummore, was Young*s objedt, 
you know," continued Lady Frances. 

" Lord, my* dear Lady Frances," ex- 
claimed Mrs. Drummore, ** you know no- 
body ever thinks ofmind in the beau monde^ 
one (hould only get laughed at, and called a 
methodift, or a blue (locking, for one's 
pains." 

" I (hould think the laugb m\^t\i^x^- 
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toned upon thofe who affixed an impertinent 
epithet to mental acquirements, merely as an 
excufe for their own ignorance/' replied 
Lady Frances. 

" Cry you mercy. Lady Frances ! I meant . 
no offence to your blue flocking friends ; only 
you know learning, fentiment, and all that» 
have been made fo very ridiculous lately." 

** Ay, the affedation of them,*' feid Mr. 
Stanville ; ^ but I fhould no more conseive 
Jofeph Sur&ce, to be levelled at genuine de* 
licacy of fentiment, than I fhould allow a 
lampoon upon rouge to imply a fatine upon 
the native blufh of innocence.'' 

** Thank you, dear Charles," faid I^y 
Frances, '^ and do throw in a word for poor 
literature likewife." 

" An example would anfwer better," re- 
plied he. ^^ If I were out of this companjTt 
I would couple another name with that of 
Mrs. Blandfiud, and aik who could diflent 
firom the opinion, that a highly cultivated 

the laft tx>lifh upon female 




of his eye feemed unintentionally 
out as the objeft of an allufios 
Sei &x ibopi^ tni ^^t> tiiat, how 
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ever gratifying, my confufion was extreme, 
and could not have efcaped obfervation, but 
for the fortunate exclamation of Rofalbina, 
" Lawk a daify ! do all Lady Frances Ru- 
then's friends always wear blue (lockings ?*• 
which produced a general laugh, that gave 
me time to recover. 

Mrs. Drummore, with fome humour, 
defcribed Lady Frances's learned friends, 
and thence proceeded to an eulogium upon 
card playing, and all the ienfe and judgment 
it required ; ending with an enumeration of 
the various games at which (he excelled, and 
Whift above all, *' which by the by," (he 
lEidded, ** clinched my conqueft over Drum- 
wore. Wafn'tlt that droke by which I reco- 
vered the game, when you had given it up 
for loft, that finally made you mine?*' to 

him. 

** That, and a thoufand other perfeAions," 
lie replied. 

** Gf courfe if I were not as much at home 
in the Aables <us at the card tabid, I IhouM 
think I made but a poor ufe of my talentfl. 
I believe you were not a little furprifed there, 
tool— For you muft know, Charles,'' (he 
continued, addreffing berfelf to Mt.^X^tb 
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ville, • ' that one of the bays my father gave 
me on my wedding day had fallen lame. I 
was bent upon driving down here ifour ia 
hand. Tatter fall could only match the other 
three by a gelding that had never been in 
harnefs. He propofed having him broke in, 
but I begged to be excufed ; I know they 
frequently are taught bad tricks, (b I chofe 
to undertake that job myfelf ; and I mounted 
the break. — ^You'd never have forgotten poor 
Drummore, if you'd feen him flare ; and a 
rare tuflel I had, to be fiire; kicking zvA 
plunging at a confounded rate; but I foon 
mad6 him know his mailer ; 1 brought him 
jn as gentle as a lamb s and upon my life I 
think him now the moil traceable of the 
four/' 

•* Ah,*' exclaimed Mr. Stanville, 

— — " Such charioteers as thefe^ 
Might drive four harnefs'd princes if they pleafe.'* 

" Ay, you may joke, but the road along 
the lake is no fmall trial of ikill, let me tell 
you. I believe Drummore and the count 
both gave themfelves up for loft there, poor 
devils ! Juft at the narroweil, fteepeft part, 
Bouncer tripped, arid the fore wheel grazed 
the edge of the precipice: it took a fmart 
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cut of the. whip to avert the danger; and I 
thought 1 (hould have died with laughing at 
their fears: and it had juft occurred to me 
again when we made our entrScj which feemed 
to take your ladyftiip a little by furprife— ** 

" Faith, madam, I believe Y\\ foon no 
be muckle furprifed at ony thing — I had nae 
lieard yere chaife drive up tull the door." 

" Lord, no, how (hould you ? We alighted 
at the (tables 1 I always fee tjie dear creatures 
walked about, and rubbed down myfelf, and 
get their feed too, if there's time. We (hould 
have been in^ half an hour fooner but for that; 
and Drummore's impatfent remonftrances, 
and the count's wonder, ferved to increafc 
my diverfion ; for I would not let them make 
their firft appearance without me.—'* 

Lady Mary Malcolm now returned, and 
the ceremony of prefentation pafled in all 
due form. I rejoiced to think that (he had 
been faved from what would certainly have 
given to her faf more pain, and leis diverfion, 
than to Mr. Stanvillc and me. 

" Are we to have no mufic to vSa^i ?** (he 
prefently faid. 

At the name of mufic Mr« Drummore 
ilarted ; with diead^ I fuppoft> oi lVv&\s&S>|r». 

VOL. III. Q 
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mental performers ; but upon my being de- 
fired to move toward the inftrument, lie re- 
covered fome compofure, 

** I've not the fmalleft objeftion to mu- 
fic,'* faid Mrs. Drummore, " provided Tm 
not obliged to attend to it." 

" Not attend to it !'* exclaimed Lady 
Frances Ruthen ; *' I think I never miffed 
you from the opera the whole winter." 

** No, certainly, mine is one of the beft 
boxes in the houfe, you know." 

** I beg leave to differ from that opinion," 
faid Mr. Drummore, *^ I could not hear in 
it at all." 

^ Why that's the very thing that makes 
it fo delightful. It's clofe to Fops alley, which 
enables me to {peak to every body without 
being annoyed by the mufic ; and you fee 
the dancing better than any where, except 
in the pit, where one can't go, you know." 

" I (hall beg the favour to be fet at li- 
berty," returned Mr. Drummoi^, very 
gravely, " to feek a place where I may hear 
without interruption, in cafe 1 (hould have 
the misfortune to be detained the winter in 
England." ' 

** Lord ! Drummott, ^ou used not be {o 
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folemn about it, that liberty \i yours with* 
Out alking for; you don't fuppofc we are 
fuch a ftupid fet here, as to want our huf- 
bands ftuck up in the box with us ; j^ou'd 
be looked upon with a dcvililh evil eye, I 
can tell you." 

" Subfcribe to my box, I entreat you, 
Mr. Drummore," faid Lady Frances, 
** where filence fo perfe<5t reigns, that if any 
of our colleagues were but to blow their nofe 
^ during an air of Marchefi's, his name would 
be inftantly erafed/' 

" Why what a d — n — d bore it mufl: all 
be,*' exclaimed George Darking, who was 
juft beginning to recover from a fit of the 
fulks, into which he had been thrown by a 
check from Lady Frances, upon his addref- 
fing to the countcfs fome impertinent ob- 
fcrvation on the Scotch, which he meant for 
wit. " They are nothing but a fet of 
fqueaking, fqualling foreigners,'* he conti- 
nued ; '* and as to their ikipping, and 
jumping^ and twirling upon their toes, which 
you all make fuch a fufs about, ecod there's 
little Jack the failor that might challenge any 
half dozen of 'em in a hornpipe. If you had 
but fcen him foq| it away upou ^^cV.ai.%\^^ 

Q 2 
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were becalmed in croflSing, you'd have known 
^hat good dancing is.'* 

" My dear George/' faid Lady Frances, 
•* you have not feen any of the pantomime 
dances, that daw tears from every body laft 
winter.*' 

** Draw tears with their heels," interrupted 
he, *^ «cod rhat*s a devilifh good one !" And 
then he fubjoined a joke too coarfe to repeat, 
flind fet up a great horfe laugh ; from which 
Lady Frances endeavoured to divert obier» 
vation, by requefting me to fit down to the 
harpfichord^ and make a convert of Mrs. 
Prummore. 

Mr. Stanville, aware that my courage was 
fiot increafed by the idea of doing what was 
evidently difagreeable to one of the company, 
whifpered me, ** Might not Jacquet Drotz *, 
(do you think, contrive a lady of fafliion, that 
iirould anfwer every purpofe for which Mrs. 
Prummore appears to be formed V 

This was placing her fo near her true light, 
<faat it recovered me from the folly of confi- 
lilering her as zny things and 1 iat down 

* An ingenioRs smech^vic, wkofe antomatoas per- 
M0fjfied irondess. 
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Without bditation, and fang two or. three of 
Mr. StanviUc's favourites ; fcH* his taftc and 
judgment in mufic, Henry, are equal to every 
thing elfe* 

Rofalbina, who had crept dofe to my el- 
bow, whifpercd, ^ I wi(h I might^fkfora 
fong," 

Do, Mifs Trotmcre f** 
Why^-^aa you fing Biowzy Befs and 
Flouting Poll?*' 

** I really never met with it." 

The counted checked her-r ♦* Why in- 
deed, now, maa, you can't think how merry 
^tis, if you did but hear Tom huntfmad 
fing it/* 

** By my troth, Rofawlbina, ye gar me 
blufh/' 

" Rofalbina!** exclaimed* the count,, 
*' Nome Itagliano / graxiofo affai /" 

** Deed, I thought et wad nae be unob- 
farved by Moufshe le Comte ; explain tuU 
him> my dear mefs, the full meaning o't. 
B,efa alba *, ye ken, wi* a fleght deeviation, 
to mark it's no juft being frae the portrait 

• The nnkiH roje, emMematic of the Pretender. 

Q 3 
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painter, I teuk the name. Rofawlhina en« 
eludes the awllufion^ without macking et teu 
obvious.'* 

" Ah, brava /'* faid the count, upon my 
interpreting this elegant inftancc of loyalty, 
which he promifed to report, and expreffed 
hirtifelf highly delighted with fuch a proof of 
i\\t fentiments of the country of JE7iglan(L 

Mr. Trotmere, who, in compliment to 
Mrs. Drummore, I believe, had left his 
bottle while yet able to fupport himfclf, now 
came reeling in, and bawled out for a hunt- 
ing fong 5 which, being fortunately able to 
indulge him in, obtained a nod of approba- 
tion even from Mrs. Drummore, who faid, 
•* It was lively, and had fome fenfe in it :" 
but Lady Dunikenc expreffed her wonder, 
that I would " derogate fr6m the ufual ele- 
gance of my performance, by adopting an 
eediom and dialeck fo varry offenfive to deli- 
cate ears aws the Englifli.*' 

" What the devil, duck, haven't I heard 
you make her break her teeth with Scotch 
twenty times, yourfelf ?" 

" Deed, ets a varry deefferent thing, my 
bird. Daaved Reezzio's compofections, and 
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Mefs*s bonny pronooriiation, gi them aw the 
faftnefs o* the Etawlian. Tic engage an un- 
prejudiced ear might juft tack the ane for 
t'ither." 

Mr. Daimmore fmiled contemptuoufly,- 
and begged to know whether I did the 
French opera comiqiies the honour of fing- 
ing any thing from them ?" 

*^ No, d — n it, let's have no gibberifh !'* 
cried the fquire. 

" Ecod, that would be too bad!" (aid 
George Darking; ^' Til fwear Ihe has more 
fenfe than to fing fuch confounded ftuff.'* 

" Mifs Riverfdale might lay claim to in- 
dulgence, if (he (hould fall fo fliort of your 
opinion of her fenfe, George, as to comply 
with Mr. Drumniore's requeft. You know 
Ihe has had the misfortune to pafs fome years 
upon the continent," faid Mr. Stanville. 

Lady Frances, ever alive to the flighted 
attack on her amiable nephew, vindicated 
his interefting prejudices as ufual ; and the 
fquire, concurring in their being not only 
eicufable, but meritorious, exclaimed, " Ay, 
George is an honeft fellow, after my own 
heart : Come along, my boy, we'll go and 

Q 4 



344 LETTERS OF 

driDk t'other glafs, to the d — n — n of all 
foup maigres." 

Mr. Stanville fmilingly opened the mufic 
book to another fong, and made no reply. 
Indeed it is the firfl time I hare heard him 
give way to the flighted retort upon this 
oaf, this is the more finking, as his fenfe 
of ridicule is acute beyond what I have 
ever met with : his forbearance can only be 
imputed to the extreme kindnefs of heart, 
which makes him unwilling to ofiend Lady 
Frances, whofe worth he refpeds through alt 
her follies. 

Lady Dunfkene having oppofed Mr. Trot- 
mere*s return to his bottle, he fworc then he 
ivould have the bottle into the drawing room, 
and the pipe to boot ; and being fupported 
in thb by Mrs. Drummore, who feems di- 
verted with any thing that's out of the com- 
mon way, he carried his point, and foon put 
*n end to the mufic, as you may fuppofc. 

Mrs. Drummore was charmed to find, that, 

iimong the proficiencies Rofalbina had ac- 

■quired in her father's and Tom the huntf- 

man*s fociety, a perfeft ikill in horfefle(b, 

9nd undauatedneG in following the hounds, 



MISS RIVERSBALE. 345 

ranked foremoft. A warm difpute arofe be- 
tween her and the countefs, who for thefe 
two years paft has in vain been trying to 
check, what her early miftakes in education 
have laid the grounds oi. It was extremely 
charafteri.ftic and diverting ; but there is no 
end to repeating all, and my attention was^ 
I muft acknowledge^ a little drawn off, by 
obferving {bme very extraordinary changes 
ifi Mr. Stanville^s countenance, as he con* 
verfed at the farther end of the room with 
Count Solano. I even thought the cloud 
remained, though he tried to fmile k off^ 
when he agsun approached the work table^ 
where Mrs. Drummore was fettling a bet 
with the fquire, who backed Binn's leaping 
the five-banred gate at the end cf the park, 
againfl her, for a haunch and dozen, to mor* 
row morning. Lady Dunfkene, however, 
objeded fo flrenuouily, and Mr. Stanville 
feemed fo much aware of the reafon there 
was in ber fears, that he undertook to laugh 
Mrs. Drummore out of it j which he did 
with a good humoured ridicule, and fuch in- 
finite drollery, as (he at length gave way to, 
upon condition that this inllance of her 

« 5 
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pnidence was to obtain her being entrufted 
with Rofalbina in London the winter after 
liext ; from which (he .promifed herfelf un- 
bounded diverfion. 

The fquire acquiefced inftantancoufly, as 
it might fave him going after a hulband for 
Binn himfelf, he faid. He could truft Ma- 
dam Drummore for choofing one after his 
own heart. 

" Hoot, John Trotmere, my bird ! ye*rc 
ay. fulling the bairn's heed wi' eendelicat 
ideas o' hufbands." 

" Nay, now dear maa, don't jaw poof 
paa caufe of that> for it's fo good of him, 
you know/' 

" There's a -brother of my own would 
make the niceft hufband for Rofalbina that 
could be," faid Mrs, Drummore. 

Rofalbina jumped up, clappi^ig her hands* 

•* Lawk a daify me ! Mayn't I have him» 
maa?'* 

Deed, Awlby, yer pappaw eU juft pet- 
• vart yer morals awthegither." 

What the devil do ye mean by that, 

my lady B there's no pervcrOon io a hulband^ 
fure I" 
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«^ No! that there can't," cried Rofal- 
bina, " or maa would never have married 
two, you know." 

The countefs was a little pofed. Rofalbina 
went on ; " Do, dear fitter Bob, tell me all 
about him ; is he monftrous handfome ? and 
monftrous good natured ?'* 

'^ Deed, madam,'* faid the countefs 
gravely, " ye munna encourage her i' fie 
fenfiial, eediotical queftions ; I fud ha been 
parfackly alhamed o' fie an eendelicacy en, 
myfel, as to ha beftowed a thoght o* a huf* 
band's parfon." 

" What neither one nor t'other of 'em, 
maa?" perfilled Rofalbina, with the utmoft 
innocence. 

" Deed no, Awlby," replied the countefs 
calmly. " I married Mr. Dru'mmpre for 
the aunteequity o' hes defcent, and John 
Trotmere (wha's varry weel allied likewife) 
on account o hes fortun. Ets no having 
turn'd out fae confeederable, was nae ytx faivt^ 
John Trotmere, and I hanna contreebute to 
mack ye feel it a mesfortin.*' 

John Trotmere was by this time nodding 
over his pipe, which prevented our knowing 

Q 6 
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iiQW far he was fatisfied with this difplay of 
the countcfs's delicacy. 

** But your lady (hip does not expe£b pu- 
tity fo immaculate to be of eafy attainment i'* 
feid Mr. Stanville. 

** In my ain doghter I might perhaps hope 
to eliflull it^ gen I were nae coonteracked by 
%he gude mon ; but the month o the cawpi< 
iti I wad nae be muckk furprifed fud be de* 
^nerate, fith Wheg precnciples ha trK 
\!mph*d. Yer Whegs mack varry light o 
the fawnftuty o maitrumbny, and gen a 
womman finds herfel neg1acked> troth thet 
fomwhat to be faid en her excufe.*^' 

•^ If frailty were confined to thofe whofe 
hufbands fet them the example/' faid Lady 
Mary Malcolm. 

" Don*t be fevere, my dear madam," in*- 
tetrupted Lady Frances, " confider the fi> 
dudtions to which the moil amiable qualities 
4rf the heart, fentiment, and fenfibility, e»- 
pofe our poor fex.'^ 

" I don*t know how to make much al- 
lowance for the feduftion of a married woh 
man,*' replied Lady Mary^ " (he can cer- 
tainly plead neither innocence nor igno^ 
raace/* 
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** But Lady Frances means to ereft a 
trophy to magnanimity, upon the ruins of 
virtue, in honour of the married woman who 
thus encounters obloquy, in the full convic- 
tion that (he has no excufe to offer,'* faid 
Mr. Stanville. 

" Lord, how can you all be fo ferere ?'* 
faid Mrs. Drummore. " What does it fig- 
nify, OS long as a hufband is fatisfied ? and 
the moment he makes a ftir, you know 
there's a divorce, and an end on't : nobody 
vifits the poor woman any more : what would 
you have, can any thing be more moral ?'* 

" Too rigid by half, I think, in many 
inftances," refumed Lady Frances, " when 
you confider the allurements of paffion under 
the difguife of friendfliip — " 

" Faith and troth. Lady Frances !" in- 
terrupted the countefs, " ye juft turn ycr 
heed wi fulthy romances aboot love and fen- 
timent, and fie like. As I faid before, gen 
a womman's neglacked ets ane theng; but 
ye'U no perfuade me, that a wife whahas an 
honeft mon o her ain, wull be thinking o 
ither mon. What the de'el wad fte hae 
mair?" 

. The looks of Lady Franco yj w^ ^xlt^va.^^ 
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fignificant ; but what her anfwer might have 
been I cannot tell, as it was interrupted by 
the violent game of romps which had been 
begun between George Darking and Rofal- 
bina, from the time of Mr. Trotmere's hav- 
ing dropped faft afleep, and which now 
brought them into the midft of our groupe, 
to the overthrow of the work table, &c. 
This awoke Mr. Trotmere, who joined in 
the riot, which long refilled all interpoCtion; 
till the card tables at length filenced it, and 
concluded the events of the day. 



ith Sept. — It has taken me more days 
than I had expefted to finifli the account of 
that memorable one, and many occurrences 
have remained untold, which ought to have 
found their daily place. We have had fifli- 
ing parties on the lake * — an excurfion to 
the other lakes, among which Derwentwater 
ftrongly called to my mind the beauties of 
the lake of Lucerne ; whilft Mrs. Djummorc 
and the fquire have deftroyed, I believe, 
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nearly all the game upon the moors. You 
ticver heard of fuch devaftation as they glory 
in. All this has afforded a variety of charac- 
tcriftic comic fcenes; of which, however, 
the relation muft await greater leifure, and 
renewed fpirits: mine have fufFered a de- 
preffion lately, from the gloom th^t has con- 
tinued to hang about Mr. Stanville, fince the 
converfation of that evening with Count So- 
lano ; and more than once I have believed I 
faw fomcthing of moment arifingto his lips, 
though after a flight hefitation he has again 
denied it utterance. 

Lady Belfont has written to requeft that 
Lady Mary Malcolm would convey me back 
to Thorp Caftle, and meet tny mother, who 
is expefted there to morrow. The overflow- 
ing of the prefent party, which is to receive 
a confiderable incrcafe to day, facilitates our 
breaking away fooner than was propofed; 
and Lady Mary has agreed to accompany us 
to morrow. 

Mr. Stanyille*s phaeton came to the door 
immediately after breakfaft. He had ap- 
proached Lady Mary Malcolm, who was 
landing in the window with Lady Frances 
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and me, to afk whether mention was made in 
Lady Belfont*s letter of Mrs. Blandford, or 
any other addition to the party at the 
caflle. 

•* Mrs. Blandford is there,*' fhe replied, 
** and Sir George Rutland i$ expe&ed, with 
Lady Riverfdale/' 

I felt a fudden fuflfufion fpread over mj 
face at this tinexpeded intelligence; and 
Mr. Stahville turned altogether as pale. 
Lady Mary affefted not to perceive cither j 
but Lady Frances Ruthen gave a figh fo deep 
fetched and audible, as muft have awakened 
the obfervation of the moft inattentive Spec- 
tator. Her nephew put his head in at the 
door, to know if (he were ready to drive ia 
the whifty. " Ready I" (he exclaimed, ift 
a tragedy tone ; " I would not forego an in- 
ftant of Charles's company for empiFes, when 
he is upon the very brink of leaving us, per- 
haps — ifor ever.** 

" My dear Lady Frances," he exclaimed, 
'*• what a tremendous expreffion ! I ftill hope 
to receive ^ifs Riverfdale's comoiands at 
Thorp Caftle again, before — ^* He (lopped 
in evident embarraflment^ and thenprcteixl- 
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ing that be faw his fervant doing fomething 
wrong about the phaeton> he abruptly took 
leave 

I remained ftupified -, — thofe dreadful words, 
Jvr evert vibrated on my ear, and feenied to 
feize upon my faculties, like the cold gripe 
of death. Lady Mary refcued me from the 
efFufions of Lady Frances's participations, by 
putting her in mind that her nephew awaited 
ben 

** And (hall we take a turn in the park ?'* 
continued Lady Mary, after (he was gone, 
** or (hould you be the better for half an 
hour's quiet in your own room ? I would not 
opprefs you, my love, by calling for more 
of confidence than you choofe to repofe in 
me; but I do not feel fatisfied in the igno- 
rance of what fills and oppreflTes this poor 
flutterer," kindly laying her hand upon my 
heart. 

I a(rured her I was very anxious to unbur- 
den my mind to her, and obtain the aflSft- 
ance of her advice, to reftore me to fome fort 
of confiftency both of feelings and conduft ; 
but I was not equal juft then to a converfa.* 
tion fo trying. 



354 LETTERS OF 

And fain would I now, after a few hour? 
endeavour at compofure, give my beft friend 
an infight into my troubled thoughts, which 
but a very few days fince appeared to ine fa 
fmooth. The bright influence of Mr. Stan- 
ville's prefence feemed to be to my mind, 
what I had felt the firfl rays of the returning 
lun in fpring to my enfeebled frame. I was 
in fuch a {late of exhilaration, and eafe and 
happinefs feemed fo blended with every ob» 
jeft around, that I had neither wi(h nor 
power to inquire into its caufe. Alas 1 too 
forcibly the explanation now preflcs upon 
me — that cloud upon Mr. Stanville's coun- 
tenance — the fatal expreflion, perhaps for 
ever J (lamp the colour of my remaining days. 
Lady Frances certainly knew but too well 
what flie faid — there, has been confidential 
intercourfe between them thefe few laft days: 
ftill, how very unaccountable his conduft — 
if his fate continue to hang upon a foreign 
objeft, why (hould Sir George Rutland's ar- 
rival turn him pale ? — Why ? — In fliort I 
can only bewilder myfelf, and teafe you with 
perplexities, which a fliort time mull clear 
up. 
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Thorp Caftlc, nth September. 

We arrived yefterday, my dear brother, 
and found my mother in pcrfeft health, 
looksj and fpirits — Mrs. Blandford -^ Sir 
George Rutland — but no Mr. Stafiville. 

Lord Belfont is quite recovered — Lady Bel- 
font reftored to comfort and cheerfulnefs. Lady: 
Mary Malcolm was of courfe received with 
delight — every one appears happy ; and I try 
to appear fo too ; and were it not far the pre- 
fence of Sir George Rutland, I think I might 
fuccecd : but there is an unavoidable con- 
ftraint arifes from an avowed partiality, 
abetted by a parent and friends, kindly, 
though miftakenly, folicitous for my welfare. 
I could not other wife be fo ungrateful to the 
friendfhip of all thefe worthy hearts, united 
in affeftion for me, as to let one fource of 
difquietude fwallow up every other claim — I 
hope I could not, Henry. 



i2tli. — I found Lady Frances Ruthen 
alone in the breakfaft parlour this morning* 
Her lengthened face, indeed, more than 
keeps mine in countenance. Weie It^^SWvs; 
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I could for an inftant forget my woe, I fee it 
pidtured there. 

She began : *' This is an opportunity I 
have in vain (ought for fince we parted from 
Charles, my lovely friend. How can you fa 
cruelly lock up your heart from one whofe 
whole exiftence is devoted to the joys and 
griefs of others — no felfiCh motives prompt 
my curiofity ; and yet you are cold and re- 
ferved as on the firft day we met — •'' 

You recolleft how very fulfomc (he waf 
the firft time I faw her^^ which inftantly dif* 
gufted me. 

" You are very good, Lady Frances, but 
I have nothing to impart worth troubling 
you *' 

^* Troubling me !** (he interrupted ea- 
gerly, '* it is the very delight of my heart to 
be troubled ; 'that was what I urged to 
Charles, or I had never obtained his confi- 
dence. Poor unhappy fellow ! So devoted 
to one objeft — fo bound to another — ^^ 

" Has Mr. Stanville, then, at length ex- 
plained ? — " I cried, wholly thrown oflT my 
guard. — RecoUeding myfelf, however, I 
ftopped. 

*• Why not as exijUcitlY as I could have 
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wi(Ii€d> for he is as referved as yourfelf j but 
enough to (how me that love and honour are 
tearing his poor heart to (hreds; and then to 
find a rival in his friend, you know — and 
hear his generous declarations — that if he 
thought you could be happy v/ith Sir George 
Rutland, it would do more towards recon- 
ciling him to his wretched lot — though to 
be fure when I offered to comfort him, by 
dwelling upon Sir George Rutland's virtues, 
and the likelihood there was that he might 
make you happy — then he flew off again like 
a madman ; for of his impetuofity and incon- 
fiftency, poor dear fellow! I can give you 
no idea, only indeed that paflion makes 
every thing excufable, fo I bear it all — but as 
for bappinefs, I know no man fo formed to 
enfurfi it as the worthy Sir George— the moft 
icind, benevolent, noble heart, that ever 
beat in human bread—'" 

I fear I (hould have betrayed an impetuo- 
fity, almoft equal to Mr. Stanville's, at this 
ili-limed panegyric upon Sir George ; but we 
t/ere fortunately interrupted, and (he could 
only (queeze my hand, and fayj ** This muft 
jiot end here—*' 
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I very much intend it (hould, however— 
for her fympathies are Co manifold, and inter- 
mixed and blended , and (he fo eternally be- 
trays, by over anxiety to conceal, that, with 
the warmeft heart and bed intentions, there 
cannot well be a more tormenting or unfafe 
confidante. Lord Belfont calls her, not un- 
aptly, " the univerfal rcpofitory of griefs." 



13///. — Mr. Stanville arrived juft before 
dinner to day, with pale, difpirited looks, and 
an air of dejeftion, that caught every body's 
attention. To Lady Belfont's and Mrs. 
Blandford's anxious exprefEons of folicitude 
about his health, he affedionately anfwered he 
was not ill; a little fatigued only — but to 
Sir George's inquiries he replied with extreme 
conflraint ; and Lady Frances Ruthen's com- 
miferation put him ahnoft out of patience. 

Some neighbours called in after dinner, 
and "hurried us from table. When the gen- 
tlemen joined us, Mr. Stanville was not with 
them. To Lady Belfont's inquiry after her 
brother, Lord Belfont anfwered that Charles 
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lad left them, and ftrplled into the fhrub- 
>ery, fome time before they had finiflied 
heir wine. 

Soon after Lady Frances left the room ; 
ind I am certain fhe is gone to perfeculc 
lim. I found myfelf ill at eafe, and whif- 
Dered my mother that I would go and write 
:o you — 

And here I am, endeavouring to regain 
:almnefs by an intercourfe which, even at 
this diftance, feldom fails of its efFedt, 



16///. — I have not been very well, dear 
Henry, but have now recovered fufEcient 
compofure to relate the fliock that over- 
powered me. 

I did not furceed in quieting the pertur- 
bation of my fpirits by writing to you on 
Friday, and the ferene autumnal beauty of 
the evening, fo peculiarly confonant to me- 
lancholy, had tempted me to try the effeft 
of a folitary walk. I had feated myfelf under 
a tree, and was gazing intently upon the 
moonbeam playing in the diftant lake, wheh 
I was ftartled by the fudden appearance of 
Lady Frances Ru then, whoruCh"\t^^iSj^^\»fit> 
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only exclaimed, " Haftcn ! haften to him, 
for mercy's fake!— I dread fome defperatc 

aft " and before I could even utler 

^' where?" (be was out of hearing— — 

I followed the path along which (he had 
come, without daring to afk myfelf ^* what 
it might be ?" left the bare conjefture (hould 
deprive me of the ufe of my limbs, and hur- 
ried on with that undefcrib^ble dread, in 
ivhich no one idea in particular fixes upon 
the brain, but all is tumultuous horrour. I 
rather flew than ran, till ftriking my foot 
againft fomething I had not perceived in the 
path, I fell 1 

Unconfcious of hurt, I attempted to rife, 
when the impofGbility of refting upon my 
right foot convinced me I had fprained my 
ancle— at' the fame moment I difcovcred the 
impediment over which I had ftutnbled to 
be Mr. Stanville's hat — 3l few paces farther 
lay his ftick — 

This was at. the very edge of the lake— 

I became infenfible — 

Upon again opening my eyes, Mr. Stanvillc 
was kneeling by my fide, and I found myfetf 
lying upon the matted fofa in the grotto.— 

I did not \Gamcd\^t.^\^ iccovcr enough of . 
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tecoUcdion to underlland my (ituation, but 
the fight of Mr. Stanville fprcad calmnefs 
over my foul, and I gazed on him in filence^ 
without a didinft idea. 

His extremely agitated and wild appear- 
zacc — his anxious looks, and the eagernefs 
with which he repeatedly covered my hand 
with kifles, at length awakened a confufed 
fenfe of efcape from fome dreadful calamity. 
^ O Mr. Stanville 1 you are then fafe!*' 
were the firft words that found a paflage ^ 
and a flood of tears followed them. 

** Safe, Mils Rivcrfdale ! — Powers of Hea- 
ven ! — ^Was it concern for my fafety ?— '* 

He rivetted bis eyes upon me in fpeechle& 
cstafy. 

** What has happened ? — Lady France) 
terrified me with inarticulate fears — ^and your 
hat and ilick by the waters edge pointed 
them all to you — I know no more — " 

« O God »— O God ! This unhoped for 
burft of blifs unmans me i — " Tears choked 
his utterance* 

^ Do not let this weakne(s fink me ia 
your eyea^ Mifs Riverfdalel'Vhe at length 
added. ^' Ihavenet fevefetriaUasaiaao 

VOL. xii# & 
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fhould meet them, but I never experienced 
the agony of joy before ;" and throwing his 
arm about me, he approached his cheek to 
mine, and wept aloudv 
' Henry !-^to fee the man to wiiom my foul 
is devoted overpowered even to feminine 
tveaknefs by the difcovery of my attachment ! 
— ^The feelings of fuch a moment cannot be 
fubmittcd to words, but the recolkdion is 
entwined with the fibres of my heart, and 
will diffufe its magical influence over the 
remainder of my life. 

Speech feemed for a while denied — tiU a 
fiidden confcious chill ftole over my mind, 
in the indiftindl recc^eftion of the ambigu- 
ity that hung over Mr. Stanville's aflions, 
and imprefled^ me with a fenfe of impro- 
priety in thus giving way to the tenderneTs 
that had fo unintentionally betrayed itfelf. 

'* Let us return to the caftle,** I faid, en- 
deavouring to difengage myfelf from his arnif 
" our abfenee may create alarm." 

He flarted up^ as if alfo checked fuddeniy 
by fome pafling thought, and I attempted 
to rife, but again be^came fenfible of the fbt^ 
oi ixty andie, whigli was per&Aly ufelefs. ^ I 
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believe I have rather hurt my ancle in the 
fall, and muft trouble you to get me fome 
afliftance from the houfe," I faid. 

He looked terrified, and entreated I 
vould fuffer him to flop at the entrance . of 
the grotto tilt I fliouW afcertain the nature 
of the injury. I knew it to be confiderable, 
and declined compliance, urging him to 
baden in quefi: of afliftance. 
. Would I truft him to carry me ? Np con- 
veyance could be fo fpeedy oj[ fo fafe. 

I peremptorily refufed, and he left me;, 
but in an inftant returned. " One word 
pnly, Mifs Riverfdale, to afcertain my fate ! 
Fofgive me feizing this fingle opportunity ! 
One world only in explanation of Lady 
Frances Ruthen's damning fuggeflions — Is 
Sir George Rutland's propofal ? -I can- 
not fpeak it — 

" Agreed to by me ! do you mean, Mr.^ 
Stanville ?" 

*' That was what drove me mad," cried 
he wildly. 

** It has not ; nor ever will.'* * 

^^ A thoufand, thoufand blef^ngs on youS] 
candour! O Mifs Riverfdale I—loycHcft 06 



Kvomen ! — pity . my diftraftion ! — forgive mf 
iftconfiftenGies. One cheering ray feems novr 
to beam upo» my dark fate ! Could I venture 
to lay open my heart* ** 

The found of an approaching footftcp 
<!ayfed him to Hart up* and Lady Belfofnt 
ftood at the entrance of the grotto. 

She ezprefled her gladnefs to find us« 
Confcious of the ftrange appearance I mnft* 
iDake in hereyes, I fancied I traced an eva- 
nefcent glow of difapprobation dart acrofsf 
her countenance^ which Mr. Stanyille's rela- 
tion of my accident, however, inmiediatelf 
converted into unfeigned folicitude.. 

*• Make them biing my lord*«-gouty chairs- 
dear Charles/* (he ei^rly exclaimed i " the 
fight of you will be no flight comfort in it- 
fdf tO'him ^nd poOT Frances :'' andtben (lie 
lat doWiO by i»e, and inquired into the parti- 
culars of my- fall, and-was,(b much afffedled 
with 4 he difordeced ftate in which I de- 
ftrifeed Mr. Stttnvilfe to have appeared^ upon 
the firfl jecoveiy of jny fenfes, that fl^c for*^ 
tunately interrupted mjf mtfjative^ the very 
moment;! vhtm ia- klnd^^f dbbking (en&tion 
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that fincerity compelled me to acknowledge 
tbe avowal of partiality, into which I had 
been betrayed. , 

Lady Belfont itiformed me, that the alarm 
of Lady Frances Ruthen's terrours-had, in 
the firft inftance, been confined to Lord 
Belfont, who happened to be alone in tho 
hall when (he reached it, and being accuf- 
tomed to the magnifying properties of hi^ 
lifter's imagination, he did. not quite give 
credit to the full extent of tlie danger (he re* 
prefentcd ; prudently enjoining (ilence, how- 
ever, he rcquefted her to go to her owa 
wom^. and ordered Weldbn to go in queft of 
Mr. Stanville. 

" At our return from walking," continued 
Lady Belfont, " we fortunately afked no 
qucftions. Not finding Frances in the fa^- 
Ion, we concluded you and (he were taking. 
a moonlight ramble together. Charles fo 
frequently retires to his books in an evening, 
that of him I took no thought, till Lord 
Belfont came out of the library with a look, 
of difcompofure, which I could not account 
for.. I propofed a rubber at whift. Wc 
were but three, he faid. I rang to fend for 
Charles. The fervant brought vvotd V\^ nk'w^ 
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not in his room; and I thought I perceived 
an expreflion in my lord's countcDance which 
alarmed me. " Is any thing the matter?" 
I faid. " What fliould be the matter," he 
replied ; " i^ there any thing fo uncommon 
in Charleses prolonging his walk in a moon- 
light evening ?" — The tone in which this 
was uttered not only confirmed, but direded 
ihy fears to their proper objeft. I arofe to 
make farther inquiry. Lord Belfont followed 
me out of the room, and bade me be (atisficd, 
that Weldon was gone in queft of my bro- 
ther. Upon my increafed alarm, and re- 
peated entreaties, I at length obtained all 
the knowledge he was himfelf poflefled of; 
and it amounted merely to the repetition hj 
Lady Frances, of fome frantic expreffions 
Charles had uttered in confequence of a 
teafing altercation (he had forced him into, 
of which flie refufed to impart the fubjed. 
•Weldon had already returned once from* a 
fruitlefs fearch, and was gone again, accom* 
panied by James and the gardener. A 
thought darted into my mind, that I might 
find my brother in a facred fpot, where he 
and I have together and feparately, pafled 
many a penfive hour, where it would not 
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eccuT to the fervants to feek him, and whither, 
from the peculiar cad of his mind this day,. I 
thoiight it extremely probable he might have 
repaired; Judge of my furprife when I found 
y.ou> both here,, and of my anxiety in difco- 
vering how much more cauie there has beeA 
for terrour than I had apprehended. It is novr 
evident that Weldon had {oxxad the hat and 
ilick,. and that his fecond fearch with the 
gardener and James has been in the lake." 

We both (huddered at the idea called up* 
by thefe lad words, and remained in filent 
sxpedarion of Mr. Stanville*s return, who 
brought with him a fervant and Merlin'3 chair. . 
He had difpatched his own man for the 
furgeon, who foon arrived,, and pronounced^ 
the hurt to be a. mere fprain, which, with 
the affiftance of a bandage and perfed repofe,, 
will be fpeedily brought riglit. 

Mr. StanviUe's confiderate kindnefs had 
faved my mother from any knowledge of the 
accident,, till the was latisfied by the fight of 
me what it really was. She had been en- 
gaged at ombre with Lady Mary Malcolm 
and Sir George Rutland at the time of Lady 
Belfont's taking the alarm, by which means- 
the. buttle had^efcapcd her notice altogtitUet* 

R 4 
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iZth. — Ihavc been removed from the tur- 
ret room I occupied, to a bed room on the 
ground floor, and by the afliftance of the 
gouty chair I am wheeled not only into the 
falon, but occafionally round the lawn, fo 
that I fufFer very little privation from my 
confinement, and derive inexpreffible fatis- 
fadlion from the affeftio'nate foUcitiide and 
attentions by which I am furrounded. I 
have often found a fmall evil, the fource of 
more pleafure than pain. 

Various and highly gratifying have been 
my converfations with Lady Mary Malcolm. 
She fo candidly, fo impartially enters into 
tny feelings; thinks fo juftly of Mr. Stan- 
Yille ; pities, fo much more than (he cenfures, 
his inconfiftencies ; ts certain the explanation 
of them will fome day acquit him of blame. 
She is hurt-at the apparent combination in 
favour of Sir George Rutland ; hurt at his 
indelicacy in not perceiving it to be a perfe- 
cution; means, if opportunity offers, to have 
a converfation with him upon the fubjeft; 
in (hort (he has relieved, foothed, ftrength- 
ened my mind, as I expeded (he would; 
and I feel it fo impoflible that Lady Mary 
Malcolm could be wrong, or unreafonabk 
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in what (he might urge, that T really think, 
ihe could almoft perfuade me to any things. 



7.0th. — ^I have at length had^ a tete-i\-t^te 
with. Lady Frances Ruthen> which I have as 
much wifhed for, thefe lad few days, as I 
ever (huimed it before, and obtained an ex- 
planation of what had pafied between herr 
and Mr. Stanville^ 

She had followed him into the grounds, 
and found him feated upon the bank of mofs 
at the foot of his mother's urn,, fo lofl ia 
thought that he was not fenfible of her ap- 
^x^ach. She attacked him upon the fingu- 
larity of his condud, and told him that the 
evident unhappinefs of his mind created the 
istmoft uneafinefs in all his friends, and mod, 
flie believedi in that breaft whieh^ of all 
others,, he would wift> undifturbcd. " Alas ! 
lie was too well aware that a participation la 
miiery, was the only fentiment he could hope 
to infpire/' ^^ How could he be fo unjuft to 
liimfelf,'" Lady Frances replied>^ " as not to 
fee the tender intereft Mifs Riverfdale took 
in every thing relating to him?'* HftW2J«w^4, 

R 5 
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earneftly at her: ** Does Mifs Riverfdal« 
cojidefccnd? — Has Mifs Riverfdale faid?*-^ 
Take care, Lady Frances ! — ^Take care what 
you fay \ — how you revive ideas that agitate 
mealmoft to madnefs !'* And his looks be- 
came fb. wild and difordered. that fl>r grew 
terrified^ and hefitated what to fay. He 
went on; " I did indeed think — I did for a 
few (hort moments dream of a bliis— O ! to 
zne fo unattainable; and how dreadfully do 
I awaken to the torturing reality !" Lady 
Frances urged him to. confide in her, to em- 
ploy her : would he open his heart to Mife 
Riverfdale? Should (he intercede for an in- 
terview ?— " What could he fay to Mifs Ri- 
verfdale ? — Involved as wa3 his fate,, how 
' could he hope ?'*--*" Hope every thing^" 
flie faid, " that the purity a^ delicacy of 
your attachment entitles you to." " Lady 
Frances,, what may you me.an ? Speak what 
you know ! I conjyre you, as you. value my 
exiftence !*' And his impetuofity became fo 
alarming, that the poor terrified, injudicious 
woman, hardly knowing what flie faid, be- 
lieves (be aflerted that my afpidtions were fa- 
vourable to him, and that it refted with 

himfelf^ by Qleskfiqg up the ambiguity of hii 
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condudV, to make me his. *' Mine ! Oh- 
God of heaven, mine !— '* he exclaimed^ and 
remained for a time wholly zi>{orbcd.. At: 
length darting up, he cried,; " Yes^ there is 
a way — but what then of Sir George Rut- 
land ?. — is not he ?^ — '* He flopped. Lady Frar> 
ces, at a lofs^ren^ined filent*. He feized upoQ 

• 

both.her hands : " Lchargp you,,as you hope 
fon mercy. Lady Frances^ fpeak the truth J"" 
There is more at ftake than you can fuppoftf,, 
'or, I' dare exprefs.** She then hefitatingly 
acknowledged, that (he believed Mifs Ri.- 
verfdale might have given. Sir George hopes 
• — but — A fudden revulfion feemed to con- 
vulfe his frame; interrupting, her with a< 
frantic gefture,, he cried,, "- and you would 
fuggeft her angel purity to be capably? of du^ 
plicity ! Away ! away ! you have worked me 
to a pitch of phrenzy that knows^no bounds;'* 
and he broke from her like a rhadman^ run- 
ning too faft for her to overtake him. Con- 
vinced that he was ^one to throw himfelf 
into the lake, nothing remained,.,fhe thought, 
but to make the beft of her way to the caftle, 
and fend fome one after him to avert his fatal 
purpofe. 

1 need not defcribe to you. Heaths ^^ 

R 6 
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•ftate of my mind during this narrative. I 
had fcarce power, when it ended, to alk her, 
^pon what (he could have founded the cruel 
idea of Sir George Riltland's hopes ? 

** Upon Lady Riverfdale's ftrenuous fup- 
port of him, and the knowledge of your filial 
duty, and efteem for his virtues !'* 

" Have I not been uniformly explicit in 
my refufal, and confiftent in my conduft ta 
Sir George ?'* 

" Affuredly ; but then the delicacy of your 
ientiments, and the purity of your mind, fo 
evidently mark the line you would take, 
were Charles out of the queftion/* 

" Good Heavens, Lady Frances, do you 
conceive that I could give my hand to one 
man, whilft my affeftions were engaged to 
another ?" 

** And why not ? Charleses being pre- 
cluded from laying claim to your hand, is no 
rfcafon in the world for withholding the 
pufeft, tendered affeftions of your heart from 
him, whofe mind, delicate as your own, 
would feek no higher gratification I whilft the 
worthy Sir George's unbounded confidence 
m your virtue, would enfure his happinefs as 
your hufband, Y o\i vi\\i fe^ z. fimilar fitua- 
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tion illuftrated in my Philofophy of Senti- 
vientj where I have drawn, aAually from^ 
nature, the delicate intricacies of Lionel^ 
Amanda, and Honorius's refpeftive difinte- 
refted attachment, as it was confided to my- 
felf by thefe beloved friends. True, indeed,, 
the cataftrophe was unfortunate, but that 
could not be for^feen, nor did it of neceflity 
follow, and therefore I have not recorded it^ 
Lionel fell in a duel, by the hand of Hoho^' 
riijs, whofe fufpicious temper led him to the 
difcovery, that his friend's intercourfe with 
Amanda had degenerated from its original 
purity, which, however, was a circumftanee 
too far out of the reach of common calcula^ 
lation to be recorded y and certain I am, that,. 
ill three fuch breafts as yours, Charles Stan* 
viHe*s, and Sir George Rutland's, no fuch 
grovelling deviations could be apprehended ^"^ 

Scarce able to fupprefs a fmile, I only 
replied, that> as far as relate ^to myfelfy* I 
was obliged by her good opinion, though I 
found an infurmountable reluiSfeance to in- 
volve myfelf in thofe delicate diftindions,. 
which appeared to me difficult ta reconcilc- 
with ftrift principle. 

•* Ah, that old-faft\ioned pteyid\ct; vsv^^- 
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vour of drift principle,:' (he cried, ** is the 
very thing I want to root out, as the prime 
origin of all illiberality./* 

Lady Belfont and my mother came in, and 
took the part of principle,, in a way that left 
poor Lady Frances's favourite dodtriae of 
fentimental liberality very threadbare indeed. 
You .will be much pleafed with the whole 
converfation, which I referve for a greater 
command of time than* friendly afliduky at 
prefent leaves me. One thing, however, I 
muft mention, whilft yet ftrong in my mind, 

• as it is upon, a fubjeft I have often heard you 
difcufs.. 

Lady Frances, in the courfe of the aigvi- 
ment, quoted Monfieur dc Wolmar, ia 
Rouffeau's Eloife, as an inftance of friend- 
fhip and confidence in the love of a wife. 

' This recalled to my mind whati Madame dc 
Sainval had faid in favour of that book*^ 
which I repeated as well as I could recollcft 
it, appealing to Lady Belfont and my mo- 
tlier for their opinion upon her judgment 
of it. 

Lady Belfont faid,, (he would not attempt 



• See Vol. U, p, a^^ \ 
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to controvert a fad. The imprefllon Ma- 
dame de Sainval received, perhaps arofe front 
the very circumftance of her being at that 
moment under the dominion of power- 
ful paffion, working upon an honeft heart; 
a (ituation fufficiently fimilar to that of 
Eloife, to carry her deep into the minutit 
touches of guilty con fcioufnefs, that charac- 
terife the letters written during, her deviation 
frcfm virtue, and which form a marked con- 
trad to the tranquillity of mind that pervades 
her fubfequent correfpondence, in confe- 
quence of the facrifice made to duty j both 
of which certainly inculcate a ftrong. moral 
leflbn, overlooked by the generalityv of read- 
.ers in their eagernefs for ftory,.and enthufiafm 
for difaftrous love. One inftance of this kind, 
kowever, or indeed half a dozen, would.go but 
a little way to counterbalance the numerous, 
.proofs that might be adduced. of a contrary 
effedt. " Where the morality lies fo deep, 
therefore^ as to reveal itfelf only to the * 
dijcerning fexv^ and the dangerous example 
. 13 varniQied over witlv. eloquence and attrac- 
tions to dazzle i\\t fuperficial many.y I have 
uo hefitation to aflert,. that the book had 
bQttQr never h^ye been writtea>.\ 
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Lady Frances contended ftrenuoufly for 
the good intentions of Roufleau, and was 
perfeftly fure that every fingle woman, wha 
read it attentively, would reap the fa^ne be- 
nefit with Madame de SainvaL 

*^ It does not, however, appear from the 
preface, that it was for them he meant it,** 
my mother faid ; " fo that even admittii^ 
the fad, it did him no credit.** 

" The facrednefs of the conjugal band is 
enforced in the moft impreffive manner,** 
eontiniied Lady Frances; " no palliation of 
matrimonial lapfes, on the contrary, without 
a fhadow of love for her hufband, the moft 
perfeft domeftic felicity is made to. nrHe out 
of the facrifiee of her tendereft affcftioBS. 
Can any moral be more ftrongly pointed ?** 

** If it were not wholly invalidated by the 
daft letter, in which (he avows that (he never 
was happy 4 moment,*' replied Lady Bel* 
font. 

^ Then the death bed feene T' cried Lady 

« 

Frances. " How incontrov^rtibly does it 
cftaWifh the truth of her reKgioua perfua.- 
fion." 

** And yet, if intended for the converiTon 
of atheifts, how docs l\i^ \tSoTw ft.o^ (hort of 
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its effeA for want of Wolmar's acknowledg- 
ment of its operation upon his principles ? In 

m 

(hort I mull fay with Pope, * at bed 'tis 
but a contradiAion ftill." 

My mother was clearly of opinion that 
Royi&au merely wrote under the impreffion 
of the moment, and without any confidera- 
tioA whatever of the moral tendency of his 
work. He has given unbounded fcope to 
ibis eloquence, and, in pourtraytng his own 
irregular feelings, believed that he was repre* 
-fencing nature. 

The arguniient was fummed up by Lady^ 
^Ifont, with this obfervation; " that ta 
-fortify morals at the expenfe of fullying the 
ipurity of a female rnind^ was a price which 
a virtuous waman need not pay, and from 
which a vicious zvoman was not likely to reap 
benefit, whilft counterafted by a pidlure fa 
feducing of a fallen angel.'* 

And thus did Roufleau pafs condemna- 
tion, .even at the lenient hands of Lady Bel- 
font 5 and your Louifa fee caufe to exult in 
her fteady adherence tp her mother*s injunc- 
tions, in defiance of the temptation held out 
by the fan<flion of Madame de Sainval's cx^ 
^mp!e. 



' , 
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The beauty of this afternoon tempted Lord 
Belfont to propofe drinking tea at a farm he 
has a few miles oflf^ which commands a view 
that appears to particular advantage with the 
fetting fun. The whde party acceded,, ex- 
cept Mr. Stanville, who faid one of bis pha- 
eton horfes was difabled, and Lady Frances, 
who protefted againft a general defertion of 
the poor cripple, and laid claim to a promife 
made by Mr, Stanville,. of reading OfSai 
to us. 

We made our little eftablifhment under 9 
lime tree, to the left of the lawn. With out 
work and his book, a couple of hours pafied 
moft enjoyably indeed. You'^cannot \vazr 
ginc the addition that hi^ fine toned voice* 
and feeling foul, make to the fimple fubli- 
mity of the poet.. 

We were interrupted by Lady Francos 
being called away. 

Mr, Stanville and I pemained alone, for 
the firfl: time, fince my accident. H^ fixed 
bis eyes upon my face, apparently eager, yet 
embarrafled for utterance. I tried to con- 
ceal my own embaralfment, by keeping my 
bead dowaclofe upon my work.. 

^* Is that work fo very interefting ?" he aJt 
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laft faid, " as not to .allow Mi(s Riverfdale 
leifure to bcftow one forgiving glance, to al* 
leviate my regret at having caufed her fo 
much fuffering.'" 

** Far from being the caufe, it is, on the 
contrary, to yourafliftance,Mr. Stanville, that 
I, am indebted for faving me from the more 
ferious confequences, which the continuance 
of a fainting fit, upon the damp ground, 
might have produced. I owe you an apo- 
logy for the tardy acknowledgment, and am 
to this moment at a lofs to account for your 
coming fo fpeedily to my aid." 
, ** The (hriek you uttered reached my 
heart, when I believe ho other human found 
could have made an impreffion upon my ear 
—it recalled me from a Hate of defperation^ 
— I could not miftake the fpot from which 
it proceeded — I found you infenfible, and 

dared to take you in my arms ** 

. He flopped — I could not fpeak — 
. At length, " Little indeed did I imagine 
-^little could I have dared to hope thatconr 
cern for me had any fliare. O, Mifs Ri- 
verfdale ! Forgive my prcfumption,! — ^That 
one happy inftant which betrayed your inte- 
r^ft in my fate'' He paufed.. 
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" My intereft! . . . Upon fo alarming 
an occafion — ^was no more than Lady Bclfont's 
brother*' ... I could not:articulate aiiothcr 
word, and trembled to a degree that obliged 
me to defift from work. 

*^ Mifs Riverfdale I — beloved, adored Mifi 
'Riverfdale, do not interpoieachillingjfecond 
caufe, between feelings fo enchantit^ 4ind 
their enraptured objeft I — Loui& ! — .My 
fouf s Louifa ! — •! fee, I feel you love me ! — 
Your angelic candour is above diiguife — Mj 
own cruelly perplexed <nt nation iias^Ione:de«* 
barred me from obtaining the avowal of a 
Wife fo tranfcendant. — But away with* all' re? 
ferves !— -^Louifa ihall know — ^Louifa alone 
Ihall determine!^ — ^I will acknowledge — -' 
and he fell at my feet. — ** O God, how can? 
I ? — how dare linfult her angelic purity with 
my guilty acknowledgments ? '* 

I ftarted — I could not command myfelf at 
the moment ^ and he remained checked and 
aba(hed, with his face concealed in hi& 
hands. 

Recolleding myfelf, I endeavoured to 
raife him. 

** No! — no — let me remain in this hum- 
ble pofture — unworthy even of fuch an indul- 
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gence.— Your generofityr-r-your heavenly ge- 
nerofity can alone acquit me — But by all 
that's facred I know not how to appeal to 
it. '' 

An idea (hot acrofs my brain, which re* 
ftored me to a degree of felf-poffeffion. " I 
Infift upon your rifing, Mn Stanviilc," I 
(aidi 

I believe the fenfe ^ offended delicacy gave 
authority to my tone, for he did not attempt 
iny farther refiftance ; but rifing, ftood coa- 
founded. The expreffions that had fallen 
From him, Henry, had fuggefted the hateful 
ivord libertine to my thoughts, and feemed 
It once to have clofed my heart againft him; 
[ could not utter another word. 

At length he exclaimed in agony, ** The 
altered tone of your voice, Mifs Riverfdalc, 
freezes my very blood — but fufpend, Oi 
?v^ptnd your judgment. — I cannot explain — 
By Heaven I x:annot ! Yet I conjure you not 
:0 defpife mel Mrs. Blandford (hall tell you 
tit — from your award I will not appeal^ — ^but 
Jo not ;CondcHm me unheard I — Do'not drive 
nc to a fecond fit of diftradion — •' 

Tlte r^uf A of Xady^Fjsiacds-oheekfd' aivf 
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thing farther; and (he was almod immedi- 
ately followed by the reft of the party. 

Mr. Stanvillc difappeared, and I retired 
earlier than ufual, unable wholly to conceal 
the difturbance of my mind. 

After paffing a fleeplefs night, I have en- 
deavoured to beguile time by writing to you 
until the hour after breakfaft, in which Mrs. 
Blandford has fent to fpeak to me. 

it is at hand — I do not attempt to dc- 
fcribe the ftate I am in — ^You can too well 
guefs it. 



Three o'clock. — O no, Henry 1 deareft 
Henry ! Mr. Stanville is not a libertine !— 

But all is at an end for your Louifa! — 

You know it well, my beft friend, that all 
is over. — You know hisjlory^ it feems — ani 
y9u know me. — Never could I purchafe hap- 
pinefs at fuch an expenfe ! 

Artlefs ! unhappy Agathe J Yours he is, 
and yours muft the ill-fated Louiia confirm 
him. Merciful Heaven ! — What a taik ?— 

I muft have recourfe for fupport to Lady , 
Mary Malcolm, and fliall truft to the reward 



^ 
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of my mother's approbation when it is over : 
but I ftand in need of tender, friendly Tooth- 
ings, and impartial counfel, which my mo- 
ther's prepofleflions could not afford me ; and 
upon this occafion delicacy precludes Lady 
Belfont. 

Of the gentle, liberal, dignified mind of 
Mrs. Blandford, I can fcarcc give you an 
idea. Parjticipating too deeply in Mr. Stan- 
ville's diftrefs, however, to be quite juft to 
the claims o( Agathe perhaps, and kindly 
biafled- in my favour, (he thinks I alone 
could make him happy — at lead (he is of 
opinion, that, compelling him to fulfil his 
engagement, is dooming him to certain mi- 
icry. She cautioned me to weigh well what 
Idid, befpspe I puflied, a perhaps overftrained 
point of honour, to the facrifice of two peo- 
ple's happinefs, for the doubtful refcue of 
one.. She knows my will mull be his law. 
]^)^ver was mao devoted to woman, as (he 
iays Mr. Stanville is tp me. How flatter- 
ing! — ^yet how diftre(Eng ! 

Our converfation was long — very long. — I 
had great difficulty to bear up under parts of 
i^ y but (he was fo compaflionate — fo good — 

JVlr. SunviUc iad requefted to bt ^^xcvvV;^ 
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ted^ the moment Mrs. BlandfbrdfliCLuld leave 
me, and before my mother's return- from her 
airing; but I was wholly unfit for it — feme 
houra at lead are requifite to reftore me to 
fufBcient compofure. Mrs, Blandford advifed 
me to confult with Lady Mary Malcolm, 
as (he felt herfelf too much a^ party concerned, 
Ihe faid, to be impartial; and to morrow, 
during my mother's airing, my interview is 
to take place with Mr. Stanville; and atber 
return, I truft I (hall give her cau(e to be 
iatisfied with her daughter. Mrs. Blamlford 
will make a point of Mr. Sianville's abfence 
this day, to give me a better diance of ac* 
quiring the neceffary firmnefs — 

Little did I think, in flating my hopeSf 
fears, uncertainties, to my' beloved brothcTi 
tliat he himfelf was the chofeti confident of 
Mr. Stanville. Ol that the fleet might ^ow 
#rive ! What fupport (bouid I not ' derive 
from your letters !* Hoi«^^ foi^ibly wilt tbqr 
fXMnt out to me what^ t0 do^ and' Supply me 
with ilrength to d^ it; | 



I hare convcrfid wifc Ladjr Rfiuy M* 
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1 think I am armed with reafc^s nrefiftiblet 
and firmnefs to urge them — 

What afterward becomes of me, matters 
little, I (ball have done my duty. 



Three days are paft fince the diftrefling 
morning in which I undertook to deftroy 
every fhadow of happinefs this life could 
afford me. 

I am now I think fufEcieritly colleded to 
repeat to you what pafied — Not one fyllablc 
of itcan ever be erafcd from iny memory. 

As the carriage drove from the d 3or with 
my mother^ Mrs. Blaadford conduded him 
into the library, which adjoins to my prefent 
bed room ; where I was already feated in ex* 
pedtation of him. 

Witli looks fuch as you may conceive he 
walked forward to the chimney, againil 
which he leaned, as if all power of fpeech or 
motion were denied him. i 

" I could wifli to leave the room,*' faid 
Mrs. Blandford in a low voice to me, " if 
you feel yourfelf equal to this trying fcene 
unalfifted ; I know I ihould relieve him by 
it.'* 

VOL. III. S 
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I bowea aiTent ; and (he went* 

He feemed unconfcious of it at the mo- 
ment : at length, calling his eyes around, 
he advanced precipitately^ and knelt before 
me, 

" I await my life or death at your hands, 
Mifs Riverfdale— " 

*^ I am in a very trying predicament, Mr, 
Stanville/' hefitatingly ; ^' but I have no 
choice left me in the line of condudt to be 
purlued — '* 

*' Do you mean that you aft under influ- 
ence ?'* interrupting me impetuoufly. " By 
Heaven I'll bdw to none but yours ?*^ 

^^ Under the influence of reafbn, and of 
honour only, ;Mr. Stanville : I hope I need 
no monitor to. enforce their diftates. — *' i 
trembled fomuch, that 1 could not proceed 

" O God of heaven ! I foaftal roy doom 1 '* 
and his head fank upon the fo& on which I 
fat. 

With an effort for more compofure, I 
added, ^* To one fo perfed:ly cosiicious of 
what thofe dictates muft be, it can require 
.little of argument — hut example may perhaps 
facilitate your ^aik^ and that I am prepared 
to let you*'^, 
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^' Example ! '* looking up wildly. 

Aware that he mifconceived my meaning, 
and dreading the effed upon him of a re- 
mewed apprelienfion of Sir George Rutland, I 
hafteaed to explain myfelf. '* I will can- 
didly avow, Mr. Stanville, that the facrificc 
to which I allude falls little (hort of that to 
^bich I muft urge you. — I do not mean the 
iacrifice of my hand to another, for that is 
beyond my power — ^but the facrificc of my 
preference iov you^ to your duty*" 

** Louifa ! — Miftrefs of my foul ! — My 
■only love ! — And do you avow your preference 
only to drive me the more imperioufly from 
you?'* 

** I avow it, to prove to you the ftrong 
fenfe I have of the obligations you have in- 
curred. " 

" And how can you require of me that 
of which you have declared yourfelf inca- 
pable? to devote your hand to one, while 
you condefcend to fay your afFedion is an- 
other's." 

" Your ftrength, Mr. Stanville, muft 
arife out of the tics you have contraded." 

** O ! Mifs Riverfdale, I am funk in your 
eyes: you defpife me !" 

% 2; 
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" My talk would be eafier if I did."" 

<« Was ever man fo circumflanced ! — To 
be aflured of a preference I— To be beloved- 
Did you fay love, Louifa? Mj/ Louifa!— 
O let me call you my Louifa ! — Candid, au- 
gelic woman ! — ^Repeat to me ! — Let me 
hear the infpiring words, / love you^ fro».- 
thofe lipsl" — and he feized feoth myi- hands, 
as he dill knelt before me, gazing upon me 
ivith an earneftnefs that feemed to unfettk 
every purpofe of my foul. 

** You diftrcfs me exceedingly, Mr. Stan- 
ville, and, by the repetition which you urge, 
almoft ftagger me as to the propriety of the 
avowal which fincerityhas prompted." 

** By all that's facred no other motive 
could impart the refolution you require. 
Convinced of Louifa's love, I could do — ^O ! 
what could I not do ? What could be diffi- 
cult to a foul infpired by the energy of vir- 
tue itfdf! — Deign, my Louifa !—<Jeign to 
utter to me the enchanting founds — they 
will recur to me in every emergence ! — they 
will buoy me up to deferve the glorious 
meed. — Do not leave your work unfiniQied ! 
—You call for a great facrificc — enable mc 
to accomplilh it." 
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•• What would you have me fay^ Mr. 
Stanville ?" 

" Call me Charles ! — ^Do not, my Louifa, 
throw me at a diflance by that chilling repe- 
tition of my name ! — Call me Charles ! — 
Surely the pureft fricndfliip would fandion 
that appellation. Your CharleSy call me — '-^ 

** My Charles then muft juftify my com- 
pliance, by proving himfelf the fuperiour 
being, fuch confidential treatment implies." 

His face had funk upon my hands ; I felt 
them wet with tears. I was agitated beyond 
ipeech. 

Findmg him continue in the fame pof- 
. ture, and his frame convulfed with the vio- 
leace of. his feelings, I at length made a 
forcible effort to raife him, faying, " Charles^ 
I now call upon you for th« firmnefs I am - 
entitled to expedt.— .1 infift upon your ri(ing» 
and evincing the refolution you have pro- 
naifed.'* 

" Not, Louifa, until you have uttered 
tbofe hleflcd words." 

*' Alas 1 have I not more than utteitd 
tbcm, in thus weakly giving way to youc 
upreafonablenefs ?*' 

^ Mere compaflion might ptotxv^X XJoax^ 

« 3 
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but fuch an undeniable proof of your efteem, 
of your reliance upon my honour^ would 
raife me above myfelf. Indulge me, my 
heart's LiOuifa ! You (hall not — indeed yout 
fliall not repent it ! — *' 

The fpirit of integrity feemed to breathe' 
from his lips, and irradiate his countenance^ 
it overpowered every motive of reliftance. 
In retracing the fcene, I fear you mud think 
me inexcufable — but indeed, my brother,/ 
there was a virtuous enthufiafm in his per- 
fuafions which compelled me to confide — and 
I uttered the words he prompted. 

He clafped his hands in emphatic filence. 

I could not look up. 

** And have my ears drank in the exta- 
tic found ?•* he at length exclaimed. " Never 
— never will they ceafe to vibrate on my 
heart**' He arofe with greater calmnefs. 
** Now, Louifa, mould me to your will !*' 

Henry ! do not delpife me ! — I no longer 
knew what it was. 

I hefitated — ^Too much appeared at that 

inftant to be at ftake.— My fiat was to fix 

liis fate : I had wilhed to convince — not to 

compel him. 

'^^ Angelic womau\ ?xo\^\uous be your 
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hefitation f" he exclaimed. " Weigh well 
the refponfibility you are about to take upon 
you 1 The wretchednefs for life of three hu- 
man beings now bangs upon your lips — " 
. «* 0( three r I exclaimed, ftartledatthe 
ibkmn admonition. 

*• Too furely of three," he replied. " If 
the unhapp}* girl, to whoiib claim you now 
deem every other confideration fubfervient, " 
has delicacy of mind to merit the facrifice of 
fuch a lot as Louifa's love would enfura ta 
me, muft not that very delicacy prevent her 
deriving happinefs, from being united to a 
man whofe tendered feelings are alieiuted?*' 

" O, Charles!" I cried, fta^ered, terr&* 
fied, and fcarce knowing what I {aid> ^^your 
wife ! and wretched /— hnpoffible — '* 

*^ Adorable Louifa!'* agaia lapturoufly 
throwing himfelf at my feet, and encircling 
me with his arms^ '^ my heart's own Louiia V 
— how inconteftibly mine does this enchant- 
ing, involuntary confeffion make you ! — By 
Heaven I never can — I never will — " 

" Hufti !" IJcreamed impetuoufly, almoft 
dtftradted with the contrary fenfations that 
tortured my breaft, and feeling myfelf devi- 
ating fo widely from what I baud ^tid^\Va\u^\!^^ 

J^ 4 
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and what an imperious vpice ftill fo flrongly 
enforced, " Hufti, Mr. Stanville, for mercy ! 
and as you value my future peace, flop your 
rafti vow ! Give me one inftant's time for re* 
colleftion — ^You hurry me out of my fenfes— 
indeed you do — My head is unequal to fuch 
H conflift as this — " and I held it with both 
my hands — it throbbed as if ready to burft. 

I fuppofe my looks confirmed the reality 
of my diforder — for he gazed wildly at me, 
and was filent. 

After feveral minutes of a fruitlefs attempt 
to recover fomc compofure, I requefted he 
would leave me to myfelf for a half hqur. 

" To your/elf y Mifs Riverfdale — forgive 
me if I venture to make a condition in my 
^obedience; to your/elf only. Not to have re- 
courfe to any other interference — to the fug- 
geflions of indifference, however friendly — in 
a cafe where our individual happinefs is alone 
at flake, w& only can determine how far 
virtue will tompenfate the facrifices flic 
prompts." 

'^ We are not, I believe, j||^ this moment 
either of us capable of judging reafonably — 
but perhaps half an hour's recolleftion may 
recoYCt mej and dunu^ iVv^X. tiave I will 



promife you not to have recourfe to any, but 
tBat fupreme, unerring guide, to whom I* 
never yet appealed iq vain — '* 

He made fome anfwer, which was not ar- 
ticulate, and retired with apparent reluftance 
into the breakfaft parlour ; of which he put 
to^ the door, without turning the lock. 

I fell upon my knees, and poured forth my 
foul in ardent prayer for fupport and fteadi- 
nefs. 

I foon recovered calmnefs fufficient to re- 
volve what had paffed. Unprepared for the 
obfervation of the fmall probability there wai^ 
of Agathe's happinefs being fecured by the 
facrifice I urged, it had made an impreffionr 
beyond what it ought. The fafcination of 
Mr. Stanville*s prefence could have alone 
clouded my perception of this fallacious fub- 
flitution of fentiment to principle. The 
atonement due was not only to Agathe, but 
to her innocent offspring — it Avas to this 
point, from which there can be no appeal, 
that Lady Mary Malcolm had- fo entirely 
turned my mind, that 1 believed no power 
could have removed the ftrong impreflion 
which the influence of paffion, however, had 
fo nearly obliterated — 

s 5 
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I (huddered at the thought — the unequi* 
vocal fenfe of right» reaflumed Its empire^ and 
finding myfelf ftrcngthened beyond my 
hopes, I haftened to avail myfelf of the im- 
portant moment, long before the time which 
I had requeued was elapfed. 

Mr. Stanville flew at the found of my 
▼pice, but afTedted probably with the change 
in the expreffion of my countenance^ he (toed 
as if awe ftruck before me. 

In a calmj though low voice, I pointed 
' 0Qt to him the fallacy by which we had 
Jiearly fufFercd ourfelves to be liiifled. 

He turned extremely pale, and did not — 
perhaps could not, anfwer. Staggering to 
the fofa, he feated himfelf by me. After a 
paufe of evident flru^le to fubdue himfelf, 
he at length mournfully ejaculated, ^* Here 
then end all my hopes ! — In one (hort hour 
have I been raifed to the fummit of felicity, 
and funk to the very depth of defpair ! — 
Mifs Riverfdale has avowed her love, only 
to exclude me from her prefence for ever!** 

** My love might certainly have been con- 
fined to my own bread, Mr. Stanviile, had 
Aot flrong motives prompted its avowal. 
Aware that the variations in your condud 

S 
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hare produced inconfiftcDcies in mine» tbat 
require to be vindicated from the odiou3 
afperfion of having trifled with your peace 
for the gratification of my own vanity, my 
beft defence certainly reds upon a confeflion 
of the plain truth ; and I am confirmed in 
the honed propriety g( this deviation from 
the common rules of decorum, by the hope 
that you will be compelled to emulate the 
example <^ energy, which a ftrong fenfe of 
right could alone infufe into the mind' of a; 
weak woman. Sincerity farther compels mc 
to add, that I devote the remainder of my 
life to the claims of friendlhip :- rt will take 
fome time to reftore me to the fenie <^ ix$ 
blcflings. My firfk objeft muft be to Mdea- 
vour to fubdue feelings, whicb> having 
proved ineffedual for your happinefsj can 
never be transferred." 

His tears now again flowed apace, and he 
cried, " Generous, noble-minded Louifal 
and will you devote yourfelf to a. life of 
finglenefs for mj/ fake ?'* 

" For the fake of that integrity by which 
I hope to be ever guided, Mr. Stanville. I 
would not put it into the power of any maik 
to interfere with a fentimenty v^Ukfc.^ \ycAR.x 

fi 6 
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due regulation, I (ball always glory in placing 
before every other." 

" Tranfcendant woman ! Friend of my 
foul ! and why may not I too devote myfelf 
to a (ingle life, and cultivate the purity of 
fuch a tie as this? homOi^s ^fritttd^ipt — 
What woman*s love could come into compe* 
tition — blelTed with that, the enthufiafm of 
virtue would infpire my every thought—** 

'^ Its firft effort muft be to bend you to 
the fulfilment of an obligation^ from which 
no earthly con(ideration can liberate you.*' 

" In time, my adored friend, you would 
bring me to think fo-— might I but for awhile 
be left at liberty— ^might I now but be al- 
lowed free accefs to that mild, judicious 
fenfey which adds fuch irefiftible energy — '' 



tADY RIVERSDALE TO STR HENRY RI- 

VERSDALE, 

(Enclofiog the foregcnng.) 

The information that an cxprefs (hip will 
fail in a few days, dfers an opportunity of 
difpatching the enciofed, which, though un- 
Unilhed, Louila has dt&xtd m^ lo vcakc upt 
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and forward. She is not very well ; but do 
uot be alarmed, my dear Ton ; (he has made 
an effort fo honourable, upon motives fo 
praifeworthy, that (he will be fupported trndcF 
the trial. She became faint whilft writing to 
you. She had kept her bed for three days 
before, with a fevcre nervous headach and 
low fever, accompanied with fainting fits-. 
She appeared better on Monday, and infifted 
upon getting up to write to you. The ex- 
ertion proved too great. Flora providenti- 
ally went into the room, and juft faved her 
from falling. It is now a weekfince, but wc 
cannot admit of her refuming the pen for the 
prefent. The fprain in the ancle is almoft 
well. She is low from . bodily exhauftioni 
but her mild, pious reiignation, enables her 
to converfc calmly, and at times even cheer- 
fully. Her fuccefs with Mr. Stanville has 
been complete. He agreed to proceed to 
the fouth of France without delay, and make 
the only atonement in his power to the un- 
happy viftim of his — irregularities, to ufc 
no harfher name.^ 

Louifa believes him gone ; but he awaits 
in London the news of her perfedt recovery 
before he proceeds. 
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I have perhaps httherto^ my fon, not 
quite done Mr. Stanville juflice. He is. 
afliiredly a man of greater feeling than refo- 
lution; and this accounts for an inconfift- 
cncy of condud, which I attributed to want 
of principle, but which may, perhaps^ more 
properly be afcribed to the want of that great 
fteadier of all principle. Religion. He is 
ftruck with the firranefs and fincerity of your 
fi(ler*s faith, and candidly ezprelTed an earneft 
wi(h that he likewife could believe. ** Might 
he flate his difficulties by letter to Louifa ? 
her arguments would derive additional 
flrength from his anxious defire to affimilate 
his way of thinking to hers upon every fub- 
je£t." I was inclined to conlider this as a 
mere pretence to draw her into a correfpon- 
dence; but Lady Mary Malcolm, who has 
acquired a deep infight into them both, en* 
gages for the fincere purky of their attach* 
ment, thinks this will prove fupporting and 
foothing to their honeii difintereiled minds. 
Lady Mary has gained an extraordinary af- 
cendancy over Louife; and perhaps judges 
rightly, that where there is {(xand principle 
and folid fenfe, more may be obtained in 
proct^^ of time b^ fcoOak^^^ ^Saaa by refift- 
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ing the ftrong impreflion of the moment. 
Upon this ground, that oppofition calls up 
all the powers of argument in fupport of the 
favourite hypothefis, and certainly tends not 
only to confirm the arguer in it, but to cre- 
ate a jealous abidapce by it ; whereas by a 
little conceflion you take the chance of bring- 
ing forward gratitude and generodty, at a 
future period, to affift in fubduing thofe 
reafons that time will weaken, when they 
have not been converted into a ftandard of 
coniiflency. She has not the fmallefl doubt, 
of Louifa being at length brought round to 
do juftice to Sir George Rutland. Perhaps 
Ip. I may be too perfeveringly rigid in what 
I deem right. I have fubmitted in this in- 
ilance to her judgment. Sir George Rut- 
land has left Thorp Caftle, and the corre- 
ipondence is acceded to, with only the con- 
dition of the letters going open through 
Lady Belfont's hands; to which Mr. Stan- 
ville made no objedion, provided the argu- 
ments yfed JDy Mifs Riverfdale were wholly 
her own. Separated from her on earth, the 
only confolation that could bear him up, he 
faid, would be the profpeft of a reunion be« 
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yond it ; and with that hope (he Slone c«r 
infpirc him. 

Satisfy yourfelf^ my dear Henry, that a 
(hoft time will reftore our darling to health 
and ferenity, and perhaps fairer profpeds 
than / (hould foie(ce, in the poffible com- 
pletion of her prefent wifhes. Sir George 
Rutland is a man of religious and ftriftly vir- 
tuous principles ; the fureft foundations for 
permanent conjugal felicity, without doubt. 

I (hall write more at lengthy with tbc 
packet I have to forward to* you, of your 
(ifter's defcriptive journal, which remains to 
go by the fleet ; at prefent I only wifli to fet 
your heart at reft in regard to her. She has 
been urgent to obtain my promise, of being 
allowed to remain fhigle. I have- endea*- 
voured to fatisfy her, without tying myfelf 
pofitively down, by the aflTurance that (he 
(hould never be urged beyond the concur* 
rence of her own judgment. 

You know by whom (he is^ here fur* 
rounded, and how beloved ^ you can there- 
fore have little reafon to fear the continuance 
of her prefent unhappinefe, or any lafting in- 
jury from it to her health. 
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Farewel, my beloved fon ! Impatiently 
imleed do we look for the arrival of the In- 
dia (hips. The accounts of your fafety will 
be a reviving cordial to Louifa's fpirits, and 
your arguments will have more weight than 
all ours put together. Wlien you recolledb 
that the all includes Lady Mary Malcolm^ 
Lady Belfont, Mrs. Blandford> and Madanii 
de Sainval (whofe letters concur ftrongty with 
all our wi(hes)» you will form an adequate 
conception of your fitter's love and deference 
for you : of mine I do not attempt to give 
you an idea^ farther than it is fummed upi 
in the comprehenfive and literal aflertion^ 
that I am your mott affe£tionate mother, 

C. RIVERSDALE. 

Thorp Cajle. 



CONTINUATION BT THE EDITOR, 

Alas ! the India fleets fo impatiently looked 
for, brought the heavieft addition that could 
be made to the dlftrefs of the unhappy Lou- 
ifa, in the affliding intelligence that Sir 
Henry Riverfdale had fallen a vidim to the 
deftruftive climate, fliortly after his arrivah 
Her nerves, already feverel^ (hak&ti^ ^jMt^ 
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way to this unexpedked ftruke, and flic con- 
tinued feveral months in a (late of defpond- 
ence^ from which her being ever again 
aroufed, appeared extremely doubtful. 

The ftrong mind of Lady Riverfdale bore 
tip under this^ as it had dooe under former 
misfortunes : the fituation of her daugbttec 
called for exertions, which drew her out of 
her own gridf. 

When Mifs Rivcrfdale at length reco- 
vered fo far, as to exprefs a choico in any 
propofed plan with regard to a place of refi- 
dence^ (he only objefted to London ; every 
other fpot was indifferent to her. The nar- 
row circureftances in which they were now 
likely to continue, induced Lady Rivcrfdale, 
in compliance with her daughter's preference 
for the country, to think of fome retired 
fpot. in Wales. Mrs. BlanJford, however, 
propofed an alternative, which Lady Riverf- 
dale was at length prevailed upon to accept ; 
a neat cottage, adjoining to her park, which 
had become vacant by the death of an aunt, 
for whom (lie had taken pleafure in fitting it 
up, might, (he uiged to Lady Rivcrfdale, 
afford moreor iefs retirement, as Louifa's re- 
covery (hould in the fe<\Md ^dovlt of it. By 
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greatly, underrating the rent, fhe contrived 
to remove the chief impediment to this ar- 
rangement, and gratify her own friendfhip 
and Lady Riverfdale's delicacy, who would 
vpon no account have confented to occupy 
it rent free; and hither the mourners re-« 
moved, when Lord and Lady Belfont leflr 
I'horp Caftle in February. ^ 

The only objeft that feemed to retain a 
hold .upon Mifs Riverfdale's mind, was the 
correfpondence with Mr. Stanville; of which' 
a few letters ftill exift, but of a cad too feri- 
ous and folemn to find their place with pro* 
priety in a publication, to which a more no- 
vel-like form has throughout been given : 
this folicitude for the conviftion of Mr* 
Stanville, was at length productive of confe- 
quences beneficial to herfelf. By feeking to 
place religious truths and confolation in their 
ftrongeft points of view, (he gradually felt 
their influence , and with the returning fpring 
Lady Riverfdale and Mrs. Blandford endea- 
voured to give an in tereft alfo to the exer- 
cife prefcribed -for her health, by throwing 
objects of charity, as if by chance, in her 
way, and fucceeded in once more awaken^ 
ing her feelings to the pureft of all ^r3.U&.c^- 
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tions^ that of doing good. Limited, how- 
ever, in the means of affording pecuniaiy 
afliftance, Mifs Riverfdale adopted the more 
eflfedual plan of working for the poor pa- 
rents, and inftrufting the children. Tbi» 
objedk foon engrofled her mind, and afforded 
ft ftrong proof that a r^,tioni\: pur/uit is the 
great reftorer, as well as fupporter of happi- 
nefs in life. 

Sir George Rutland, informed by Ladf 
Frances Ruthen of what had pafled betweea 
Mifs Riverfdale and Mr. Stanville, as well 
as of Lady Riverfdale's evafion of the pro- 
mife her daughter h^ . &> earneftly requefted 
of being permitted to remain (ingle, deter- 
mined, unequivocally, to relinquidi preten- 
fions fo diftreffing to her, by qui'tting Eng* 
land ; and in the mod delicate manner im- 
parted to Lady Riverldale his refolution to 
continue abroad, until he (hould find himfelf 
enabled to meet the object of his admiration 
with the efitem only that might entitle him 
to the enjoyment of her fociety, which would 
ever conftitute his chief felicity ; and to^Lord 
Belfont he communicated (under a ftridt in- 
junction of fecrecy) a will, made before his 
departure^ by which he becyieathed to Mifii 
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Riverfdalc all the unentailed part of his pro- 
perty, amounting to thirty thoufand pounds. 
Botany alfo refumed, by degrees, fonie 
httlt intereft in Mifs Riverfdale's mind. 
Mrs. Blandford, with the mod attentive and 
.unremitting zeal, (tudied to adapt herfelf to 
the very ferious call of her friend's thoughts j 
and had at length obtained the fatisfadion 
to hear her declare, that (he experienced an 
inward tranquillity in her prefent mode of 
life, which enabled her to await, without im- 
patience^ the period which was to reunite 
her to the objeds of her afFeftion, in the re- 
gions where change and feparation would be 
. no more. 

Months paffed on, and the only vifible 
trace of grief that ftill appeared to linger 
about Mifs RiverCiale, ^yas her fteady refin- 
ance of every attempt to draw her out of her 
folitude, or introduce vifitors into it. Lady 
Belfont alone excepted, who had made it her 
joad to Thorp Caftle, with a view to per- 
fuade her to accompany Lady River fdale and 
Mrs. Blandford thither. Louifa ftrenuoufly 
urged them to go, but excufed herfelf^ upon 
the plea of not choofing to defert her young 
charges. 
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The firft beam of picafure that again 
brightened the eyes of Mifs Riverfdale, was 
refiedted from a pan^raph in a letter from 
Madame de Sainval. Mrs. Blandford and 
Lady Riverfdale exchanged a congratulatory 
look, and Louifa read aloud^ that Madame 
de Sainval was preparing to pay her friend a 
viflt, accompanied by the Marquis> who 
profefTed no longer to know faappinefs but ia 
his wife's prefence. '* The fight of our feli- 
city, and the confcioufnefs of being the au- 
thor of it, muft create enjoyment in a lieart 
fo feeling and fo good (added Madame de 
Sainval), and we fhall make the experi- 
ment very Ihortly, after the receipt of this 

letter/' 

A glow of fatisfadion overfpread the 
lovely countenance of ^ i/>ui(a, as (he ob- 
ferved "** 4t were indeed ingratitude to be in- 
fenfible to the bleffing of having reftored joy 
to hearts fuch as thefe." 

The bufinefs of preparing for the ^recep- 
tion of this dear friend, prolonged the (enfa- 
tion of pleafure that had been aroufed by the 
intimation of the vifit. Lady Riverfdale in- 
iifked upon giving up her bedchamber, and 
littk fitting room adjoviau^ tc> \Jaft Marquis 
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^nd Marchionefs, and ^cepted of an apart- 
ment offered by Mrs. Blandford at the hall^ 
in the hope that the uninterrupted intcrcourfe 
with a young, lively, and happy friend, 
might have the more fpeedy effeft^ 

For a few days after the arrival of Mon- 
iieur and Madame de Sainval, the exhilara- 
tion of Mifs Riverfdale's fpirits encouraged 
the hope that flie would recover her former 
cbeerfulnefs ; t)ut as the novelty fubfided, 
the efFeft wore off. The happinefs of the 
Marchionefs .produced In her a turbulent 
gaycty, ill fiiited to Louifa*s quiefcent ftate. 
The conftant effort to amufe, by laughter 
and talk, at length became fo wearying, that 
Ihe confefled to Mrs. Blandford it was a real 
relief when the acceptance of an invitation 
from Lady Belfoat, to the Marquis and 
Marchionefs, to pafs a month at Thorp 
Caftle, again reftpred to the cottage its 
ivonted quiet. Mrs. Blandford accompanied 
them^ and Louifa, ip the grave fociety of 
her aged parent, found more unqualified fa* 
tisfadbion m reflecting upon hex friend' s 'kap- 
pinefsy than (he had done in being eye-wiU 
nefs to 2 if, and confirmed from experience 
the juftnefe of the affertion> " tU^t Qvxt .cw^ 
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mind only affords the meafure of joy w 
grief, in which we can fympathife with t 
friend *.^' 

In little more than a fortnight Mrs. Bland- 
ford unexpedledly returned. 

" You exprefs no furprife to fee me !" (he 
laid to Louifa, who received her with ferc- 
iiity and fweetnefs, but afked no queftions. 
The breaft muft be greatly at eafe, that 
is much alive to the impuKe of curi- 
ofity, 

'^ I hope no unpleafant event has (hort- 
ened your intended day,*' was the anCwer. 

" The very contrary," Ciid Mrs. Bland- 
ford, with a look fraught with meaning ; and 
after a moment's paufe, " Lady Belfont has 
for fome time been in daily expeftation of 
the return of her brother — '* 

The feelings of Mifs Riverfdale were new 
indeed aroufed to a keennefs long unknown. 
The variations of her colour interpreted a 
iilence which (he found it almoft impofiible 
to break — 

Mrs. Blandford haflened to relieve her 



• See «mith*s Theory pf Moral Sentiment, Article 
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emotion, yet with a caution, prompted by 
the fear of overpowering her with the tidings 
ihe came to impart. 

*' We were all made happy y^fterday by 
his fafe arrival," (lie continued, " and I arm 
deputed to call for our beloved Louifa's par- 
ticipation in our joy.'* 

" Thank you, dear Mrs. Blandford, for 
making me a partaker in it," flic faintly ut- 
tered. ^^ Afluredly to hear of Mr. Stan- 
ville's happinefs, has long been a part of my 
daily petition to Heaven— ^tell him— -^" 

" He lays claim to the greetings of friend- 
fliip from your'own lips, Louifa; he requefts 
admittance to pour forth his thanks for the 
unequivocal teftimony of efteem and regajxi 
evinced by your letters-*-*" t 

" Not juft yet ! dear Mrs. "BlaUdfofd— 

notjuftyet," fcarcc able to articulate, and 

the tremor increasing to an alarming degree. 

" Compofe yourfelf, my lore!'*, holding 

her falts to hfer, ^* compofe yourfelf; you 

: (hall take your dwn^timfe.'fj i >; >n n 

"I am very touch jafbaibied of m^ weal- 
. neft,**!: Mi'fs 'Riverfdala faid,Yfas*:flie'Vretrfc- 
• yered^ -. ^^ I did jhope* I Jiad : odiiQuefaediidll 
Ivxkn^tioi enaoiibnoi fui:hfa6'2thdir>tibiLltlBrfiqd 

VO/.. III. T 
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my fpirits dill unequal to any furprife ; and 
afluredly until I can acquire a more efiedual 
control over them, you will agree with me 
that it would be highly improper I (hould 
fee Mr. Stanville." 

** Your firmnefs will be (haken whenever 
an interview does take place ; Mr. Stanville 
cannot be expcfted to be wholly free from 
emotion himfelf — " 

** Mr. Stanville's fentiments," interrupted 
Louifa, ** have of neceffity undergone a 
change fo great fince we parted ! — his 
a&dions muft now hold a courfe fo dif- 
ferent ! — '' 

'* I (hould apprehend 3 that a heart once 
devoted to Louifa would not be very likely 
to admit a fuperiour claim — " 

^ My dear friend !" again interrupted 
Mifs Riverfdale, " do not rccal viiionary 
diftinftibnSj imbibed, imperceptibly per- 
haps, from Lady Frances Ruthen's fiighty 
maxims. The fober ^tints of (brrow, fuch as 
mine, reftore objeAs to their true light. I 
liave feen the fallacy of tbofe difcrimin^tions, 
l>y which my too highly wrought fancy had 
lulled my better reafon into dreams of hap^ 
pinefs that never can be icalifed— <onfidentia) 
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friendly intcrcourfe with a married man, who 
has both experienced and infpired fentiments 
of a different nature, could only be in- 
dulged—even allowing that it might prefervc 
its purity — could only be indulged at the ex- 
penfe of violating all thofe decorums of which 
the world is entitled to enforce the regard." 

" Do you imagine, Louifa, that I (hould 
be the perfon to iirge an intercourfe that 
might expofe your fair fame to obloquy ? — 
Will you not truft Lady Belfont ? — Madame 
de Sainval ? — to decide upon the propriety 
of admitting Mr. StanyiUe to an inter- 
view ? — " 

. " And do you ? — do they ? — ^J am con- 
founded — ^and indeed I fear you all thl^ 
more highly of me than I at this moment 
feel to deferve— Yet ftill there is another 
perfon," hefitatingly, ** whofe opinion ought 
to take place of all. — Has^ie been informed ? 
— Can (he approve ? — '* 

** Did not Mr. Stanville tell you long ago^ 
Louifa?** faid Mrs. Blandford, evading the 
queflion^ '^\ that he (haufd never acknow- 
ledge a jurifdiftion in preference to youn ? — ** 

" Mr. Stanville fpoke from his heart 
when he faid fo^ Mrs. Blandford v Wt ^!c^s;^ 

T 2. 
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ties be has fince contradted muft of neceffity 
place things in a light fo different. — " 

^* If I know Mr. Stanville, nothing will 
cvjer interfere with the deference and refped 
he has vowed to you, Louifa." 

" Could I difbelieye my eyes, I (hould fay 
it was Lady Frances Ruthen, and not Mrs. 
Blandford, who held this language." 

** Lady Frances Ruthen — Lady Belfont 

Madame de Sainval — Mrs. Biandford — 

are all unanimous as to this point — '* 

*' What may it mean ? — You muft furely 
be all right, and I am under fome delufion ! 
— For pity's fake explain." 
- "^^ Let us take a turn in the garden, Lou- 
ifa, the frefli air will affift to compofe your 
fpirits; and there you will find Lady Riverf- 
daJe, who will come to your aid if you fear 
to be mifled by our fophiftications." 

** Alas ! Mrs. Blandford, my fear is, that 
I rather wifli to hear the ' worfe made the 
better reafon;' for I Ihrmk from' an appeal 
to my 'mother." 

♦^ And what if Lady Riverfdale were 
againft you ?" 

'* Then indeed I muft fubmit bFindfold." 

" The devoted vidim of filial obedience 
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-—doomed to happlnefs fupreme," with a . 
fmile. 

." My dear Mrs. Blandford, do I dream ? 
I do not recognife you in one word of this ' 
extraordinary difcuflion ; is it you who can , 
fmile at principles fo painfully adhered to ? . 
who c^n fport with, feelings fo acute ? — '' 

" The return of Mr. Stanville has* ele- . 
vated me above myfelf, Louifa ;. 1 know - 
not what I fay, — *' 

And thus did this fenfible, judicious wo* ; 
man, prolong and wind about the unfettled 
thoughts of Mifs Riverfdale, till (he gra- 
dually brought her fpirits to fome degree^ of 
preparation for the important news Ihe- 
brought \ which finally was, that Mr.Staa^j 
ville was returned, honourably liberated frori^ 
his unfortunate engagement, to devote his 
life to Louifa and happinefs. 

It may be eafily imagined, that, however, 
gradual the communication, a heart fo fuf- 
ceptible as that of Mifs Riverfdale could not . 
pafs from extreme depreffion to happinefs fo 
unforefeen, without experiencing ftrong ef^- 
fedts from the fudden revulfion. 

She was indeed, for fome days, fo difor* 
dered, as to make it abfoluld^ ivac^^^x^ \» 
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reflrain the impatience of Mr. Stanvitte for 
the interview, . 

ThlB poignant fenfe of Sir Henry's death, 
had Teemed to renew itfelf in this unex- 
pected profpett of felicity. There was 
a contrariety in her feelings, that incon- 
ceivably agitated and divided her mind. Be- 
fore — ail was confonant ; the lofs of her bro- 
ther and of StariVille were blended together ; 
her grief and her tears had been more divided 
between them than (he was perhaps aware of, 
or at lead than (he wifhed to inveftigate ; 
and the effefts of piety, refignation, and 
chaijty, in reftoring a degree of tmnquillity 
to her mind, had fatisficd her of the refti- 
tude and propriety of her feelings. The 
prcfent tranfition to prolpeds of worldly fe- 
licity, wholly unconneAcd with the objeA 
to whofe memory flic had perfuaded herfelf 
ihe had facrificed them allj appeared like 
a facrilegious defertion of fraternal ajffcc- 
tion ; and it was fome time before the joint 
rhetoric of Mrs. Blandford and Lady Ri- 
verfdale could fatisfy her that (he might, 
without a derelidlion of what was due to her 
brother, give way to her tendernefs for 

St^nville. 
H now remains to acqvIvt>^x•^Vxwf^^^ 
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every imputation that might attach to , his 
reappearance, under circumftances fo difie^ 
rent from thofe, which had feemed unavoid* 
ably impending over his acquiefcence ip the 
rigid fentence pronounced by Mifs Riverf- 
dale. 

Upon his arrival in Languedoc, he was 
refufed admittance to Agathe, whofe letters 
had uniformly breathed impatience for his^ 
prefence, and dependance upon him alone 
for reftoring her to peace and reputation. 
He obtained an interview with the friendly 
Goufin^ who explained to him> that^ how- 
ever fleady the affedion of Agathe had con- 
tinued, his long abfencCj and frequent de« 
lays, had at length given efficacy to the re* 
monftrances of the confefibr, who held out 
the veil as the only adequate atonement for 
her fault ; which, fo far from being expiated 
by marriage with a heretic, would, oa the 
contrary, he infilled, endanger the eternal 
falvation not only of her awn foul, but of 
that of her cliild. 

It will be readily allowed, that, as flrenu- 
9ufly as the dilates of honour had compelled 
Mr. Stanville to devote himfelf to Agathe, not 

T 4 
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even Mifs Riverfdale, with all her undevi- 
ating ftridiners of principle, could have 
deemed it incumbent upon him to inter- 
fere^ or contend againft the efficacy of the 
mode now propofcd, if adopted from con* 
viftion; which Mademoifclle d'Autemar 
alTured hini was fo nearly cfFcfted, that 
Agathe had herftlf written to him> to prevent 
bis fetting out till he Ihould hear from her 
again : this letter had mifled him by the 
road ; he contented himfelf therefore with 
profeffing earned folicitude for her bappinefs> 
in a letter which he entrufted to her couiin, 
and which concluded with the affurance of 
his entire devotion to her wilh 

He had immediately informed Mis. 
Blandford and Lady Belfont of the demur, 
but it was not im^parted toLouifa: having 
been preceded by the news of Sir Henry's 
death, which had fo engrofled and abforbed 
her faculties, that perhaps even Mr. Stan- 
viile bad 1-oft fome of his hold upon her 
mind, at that moment; and at all events^ ta 
rack her with uncertainties, might have been 
as hazardous as cruel, in the precarious (late 
in which (he- then was. He was thevefow 
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ftridly enjoined to avoid the fubgeft, in thci. 
correfpondence which had been agreed upon;' 
and to this he faithfully adliered. 

The fluduations of Agathe continued for 
a confiderable time, during which he awaited 
her pleafure with fubmifEve patience ^ and 
when the prieft at length triumphantly im-: 
parted to him her determination in favour of^ 
the veil, Mr. Stanville laid claim to the 
child. This involved a contention, whicli 
at length induced him to proceed to Rome^ 
trufting to the liberality of the pontiff \yho 
then filled the chair, for that jullice wbicb 
tl>e prejudices of the iiiferiour clergy> he 
thought, induced them to withhold. The 
illegality of the birth, however,, was the plea 
of a refufal, which admitted of no farther 
appeal ;. and ' his difappointment was ex- 
treme,, to forego the happinefs he had pic- 
tured to himfelf for hjs child, in being edu- 
cated under the eye of Jiis Louifaj her ten- 
dernefs he was certain would be extended to 
this innocent offspri]]^ of an unguarded hour, 
whofe claims (he had already^ rated fo high. 
. His return to England had followed (o 
quick upon his laft letter (for he had tra> 
Yclkd night and day), tV\3^t v<\vi\& '^^cs^ 
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nandford and Lady Belfbnt, vihoCe procraf^^' 
tinaticMis had been continued even, beyond the 
knowledge of the final determination, be- 
caufe it did not add, that the noviciate was 
aAually entered upon, which could alone 
preclude the poffibility of a change; whilft 
they were revolving the beft means of pre- 
paring Louifa for this happy reverfe of prof- 
peA, the arrival of Mr. Stanville had broken 
in upon their deliberations;, and his impetu- 
ofity was now fo uncontrollable^ that the 
only means by which they couki avert bts 
proceeding inftantly to throw himfelf at the 
feet of Mifs Riverfdale, was by Mrs. Bland* 
ford taking upon herfelf the office of paving 
the way, as has been related. 

She had reached the Hall before breakfafV, 
and had a conference with Lady Riverf- 
dale, in which the mode of proceeding had 
been fettled, whilft Louifa was gone upon 
her early avocations among the poor in the 
village. 

The recovery of Louifa was at length fully 
confirmed by the arrival of Stanville at the 
cottage, or rather by his appearance there^ 
for his impatience had brought him to the 
Hall fe veral days b^tw^ \t nr» ^Rtxasi^^c^^kat 
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to expofe the objed of bw adoration to the 
effefts of an interview, wbich the Editor 
(confcious of bis deficiency in tbofe powers^ 
by wbich Mifs Riverfdale has probably more 
than once interefted the reader in the fore* 
going pages) does not attempt to ^efcribe. 

Suffice it to fay, that, to Mr. Stanvillc'$ 
tender perfuafions, and fincere participation 
in the lofs his Louifa mourned, ihe owed 
her perfeft reftoration to the full fenfe of the 
unqualified happinefs that now courted her 
acceptance. 

A very few weeks confirmed a felicity^ bf 
which it would be vain to attempt to give an 
idea. 



To the readers who have taken a fufficient 
interefl in thefe letters, to wi(h their authentic 
city to be verified, the Editor will briefly ftate 
in what manner, and with what view the ma- 
nufcript has been put into his hands. 

Upon receiving the intelligence of the 
death of Sir Henry Riverfdale, it appeared 
material to fecure the correfpondence between 
the filler and brother from falling into the 
hands of Grangers; and Lad^ "ft^foi^V wcl* 
ployed Sir George Rutland to vitvt^ t.^ 
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friend in India; to pay particular attention 
to the letters being all returned, witb the reft 
of Sir Henry's effefts. 

Before they could reach En^and, Mrs. 
Stanville was in a fituation tha^ more parti- 
cularly called for exemption from all unnecef- 
(ary agitation; and Mr. Stanville was en- 
trufted to rellore tbein- to her at a fafe op« 
portunity* 

As Louifa followed up^her maternal duties 
to their fulled extent, there was equal caufe 
to guard againft emotion, fuch as the very 
fight of thefc letters muft have* occafioned 
diuring the period of luitrition, as during^that 
of pregnancy: by thefe 'means a length of 
time elapfed, and Mr. Stanville, whofe foli- 
citude for the happinefs of his lovely wife, 
did but increafe with the power of promoting 
it, determined, unlefs ftie fhouW particu- 
larly exprefs a wifh for it, to fupprefs. the 
packet altogether. 

With him, therefore, it remained, during 
the few happy years in which it pleafed Pro- 
vidence to allow him a foretafte of joys which 
are now afluredly permanent in the eternal 
regions, whither our thoughts muft follow 
tbcfe fuperiout be\rv%^-> iVdt txv^aCure of 
ej^rtlily felicity was foovv ^^^^\ ^^x^ ^s. tvs^- 
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thing fo perfe£t could be lading, it ought 
fcarcely to be deemed matter of regret, that, 
after bearing Mr. Stanville three lovely 
pledges of affedlion, Louifa was refcued from 
the vLciflitudes infeparable from human na- 
ture, to the rich re\yard of her virtues. The 
ferenity, the humble confidence of her laft 
' moments, her luminous conviAion of a cer- 
tain reunion, where change (hould be no 
more, all contributed to complete th« work 
her letters had begun, and infufed into the 
long doubting mind of Mr. Stanville a fenfe 
of piety, which gave the finifhing ftroke to 
his exalted charafter ; but he lolt the benefit 
of her pure, . perfuafive, unafFefted elo- 
quence, at the very moment of its utmoft 
importance, when it would have enforced the 
duty of reCgnation to the divine will ; and 
from the inftant in which Jhe ceafcd to 
breathe, he died to every worldly objeft; 
not even his children' could awaken his inte- 
reft : to his fifter he configned them, and ere 
the return of the anniverfary of Louifa's 
death, his fpirit bad fled to that reunion 
which now defies the power of fate. * ' 

Lady Belfont has not deferted her chargie, 
but with the avocations ieenivs to Aeiw^ \xsv- 
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bibed all the feelings of a mother, and to find 
her chief confolation for the lois of the pa- 
rents, in devoting herfelf unremittingly to 
thefe interefting relicts of friends Co very 
dear. 

The letters, together with fome other va- 
luable papers, were confided to Mrs. Bland- 
ford, in the laft weeks of Mr. Stanville's 
life, and had probably never feen the light, 
but for the overthrow, fome years lince, of 
thofe facred afylums, which, though too 
frequently abufed by parental defpotifm, have 
occafionally proved the refuge of piety and 
virtue. 

Thence was the unhappy Agathe, who had 
recovered peace from fincere repentance, and 
fome degree of happinefs from having been 
indulged by the good-natured prieft in the 
liberty to fuperintend the education of her 
little girl, who, under a feigned name, he 
had agreed to place in the fame convent— 
Thence was the unhappy Agathe, with her 
daughter, agaiil thrown into a difturbed un- 
pitying world, where calamity was become 
too general for individual fufierings to be 
confidered. Her relations either fled or 
butcheredj the hapleis w:anderer had no reft- 
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ing place in her own country^ and fought all 
afylum here^ without knowing how to dilco- 
ver the man upon whom (he £slt Ihe had 
ckims. 

It was a few months after the deceafe of 
Mr. Stanville, that chance threw thefe two 
haplefs beings into the way of Mrs. Bland- 
ford ; of courfe they were foon refcued from 
adual want. In cknvafling the means to 
increafe their little (lore, it occurred to Mrs. 
Blandford, that the publication of a corre- 
fpondcnce, fo uncommon as that of Mifs 
Riverfdale, might prove highly beneficial. 
The death of Lady Riverfdale, (hortly after 
that of her daughter, removed the only point 
of delicacy that might have militated againfl 
the propriety of the thought* 

I have had the honour to be feleded by 
Mrs. Blandford, as an unemployed perfon, 
never reludant to make my leifure hours 
ufeful. We agreed upon the necefiity of 
difguifing names and circumftances, in confi- 
deration df feveral perfons, who have con* 
tributed to enliven the narrative^ being dill 
in exiftence. Much of family concerns has 
been fupprefled, as tending more to lead to 
the difcovery of the parties^ than to improve 
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the intcreft. No material circumftance has. 
been added, but conneftion here and there 
fupplied, and perhaps a charafter thrown in, 
to increale the novel-like appearance, in con- 
formity to the tafte of the day. 

It was the wifti of Mrs. Blandford to have 
fuppreffed a great part of Mr. Stanville's ftory 
relative to Agathe, but Agathe herfelf refo- 
lutely refifted every fuggeftion of the kind, 
and feemed to confider the hazard of being 
detefted, in this public acknowledgment of 
her errour, under the thin difguife of a mere 
change of names and places, as a fort of re- 
ligious expiation. 

Mrs. Blandford was alfo flrenuoufly urgent 
for the crafure of many paflages (he deemed 
too flattering to herfelf; but here the Editor 
' has ventured to adhere obftinately to his own 
judgment, at the rifk even of incurring herdif- 
pleafure : he could not fubmit, by fuppreffing 
praife fo juftly due, to rob the public of lb 
• bright an example of female perfection. 

The few letters of Sir Henry that have 
been interfperfed, happened to be in the 
poffeflion of Lady Belfoht, to whom they 
had been lent by Louifa. 

Should the public jecepttofi of thefe let* 
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ters anfwer the friendly purpofe that has fug- 
gefted the publication of them, the Editor 

» 

wilt be overpaid for the anxious folicitude 
with which he has performed the talk enjoined 
to him. 

Should partiality have rated their merit 
beyond what public opinion will fanftion, he^ 
will at leafl have the confolation of meaning 
well. 
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VOL.1. 

Ptgc 18, line 9, for maj read «ur*/l. 

page 45, line 34, for effrffs rt3Ld effeff. 

Page 92 f line 3, for b ran/as f^fulitaj read hrava^s HfuVtta^u 

Page 147, 1>&^ ^^y ^*°^ <^' '^^ ^* 

Page I7»| line 33, for ooked reskd hokeii. 

Page 360, line 40, for 15/^ JhIj^ of, §n ^hicb read 15/I 

ERRATA. 

VOL. IL 

Page Uf line 5, for ^^/fx read Frederick. 
Page 137, line 7, for fourres xtaAfourrez. 
Page ao6, line i6y for BalfarttdA Bal/tusm 
Page aSi> line 14, for Sawvagine read Sauvagerie, 
Page ^99, line 9, for /or read from, ^ 

ERRATA. 
VOL. in. 

Page iiy line 10, after " daughtei^^ read in^Ianja, 

Page 48, line 14, fbr bim read i&^r. 

Page 72, line a, iorfouriere read Tourriere» 

Page 76, line i, for cadine re^d badine. 

Page 115, line 21, for Miraude read Mtrande* 

FsLge I a I, line 18, for ^ai/V read r^r. 

Page 158, line 17, before "/»/W*infert the word otun. 

Page 183, line i^i for even read ^o/^r. 

Page 203, line 23, for go read good, 

i*3ge 325, line 9, for cirUumkickJba'Ws read cirltcumkUk* 
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